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$.I F 9k diverted my folf. 
gion with theſe Poems 
and. TraGiates; ſo I now 
beflow them on the world, 
If it fande cauſe to be ſav 
icfied in their reception F am con- 
tent ; Howewer,' I am plear'd , ane 
will ' be. 

I threaten none with Wit, who <a 
or are not willing to finde it : If they 
do not perceive, or yield to my ſenſe, 

I ſhall be bold ts conclude as little of 
theirs ; and ſo we are even however. 


A 2 If 


To the Reader, 


If this Age, (of which. T am a Mem 
ber ) be not as Ingenions as I could 
wiſh, I am as-inclinable to grant my 
defects amongſt other mens. 7. 

To diſpute the concerns of Wit , were 
to þe tugaged in PFollieh, and Frifles"; 


| aud ] am not ſo defirogs to be a ; foal of 


my own making; I will leave that to 


Criticks, to do for me; or ſuch Curious | 
heads that cait ſpin” Senſe _juto \Non+.| 


ſenſe. | PE 

© If wy Wit be accontpliſh'd enough ta 
be my Zany, I care not much if my Teſts 
fit not other men; or if play with my 
Muſe with as much content as Montaigne 


did with bis Cat, ſo I ſcratch no Bodies þ 
Face, or Fingers, I will uſc my liberty | 


without asking leave. 
I have here writ Eſſays and Poems, 
and I bawve Reaſon enough to expe ſome 


bg looks on both , ſince-few hawe been fi 
granted to do either well. But I aſſure 


all 


To the Reader.. 

all ſuch, that I will not be inquiſi Hive of 
my ſucceſs-in their faces, no more \than' 
| I*ſball** Taterrogate my | Stationer whe-' 
ther LY Book paſſeth beſt by Whole." 
ſale, Pb i Retail : 'tis'on bis own ace 
» | connt, if too much of my paper lyes on 


; 

2 bis bands.” - 

> | iT: bave- debarr d* my- ſelf already the* 
5 
4 


; Vetking pardon for Faults by: aka 
.. leaging my.ſatisfaftion in what T have: 
done. : Though the \ contrary \.be the' 
'Q modiſt Artifice of ſome. to beget priviſe *\ 
ls 14 F Gree. though tranſlated, 74 ot: now| 
ry atlay Nt. Printed without- it; whereas I 
fire no Tugling with my. Redder , or” 
a ſe ; 
| "if b bawe been too airy- or wanton in 
ome . of my Poems , be" may finde" me" 
rore” ſerious itn bers: : Jt war Mar- 
ne fials vein; and he fucceeded well enovigh 
en # both. The truth is, my Muſe took, 
ire ſome iuconragement from thence; at leaſt 


all A3 bad 


: 
: 
| 


To the Reader. 


had-not appear 4 ſo much a Libertine,, 
had' it. not been for his ſake, and the. 
Reflexions I have made uſe of __ _ 
in ome few places... 

4d have. only. 1bis Apology to able to\ 
Ladies, thet where they apprebend my. 
Muſe too much a Wanton, they would, 


tbeir- Servants avd Hdmirers ; not doubts. 
ing,. (where I bawe:hit their fancies): 
they Mgpy 145. much -ſunle when alone.:s: 


mor" eat L but pity. tbe Artificial * Comel- 
ſtraints; of the : fair Sex,. in: bejng obs. 


tig's ia. 4:ſfewble (with. ns (all trok 
ble te. themſelves.) their ſoft + Indlis 


nations. 


manage. accordingly their Bivſbes before | 


| 


LeyeFerſes; will hawe ſawetbing of 
their-\Comick part , or they. will ſee 
unmanly, or unpleaſant 2 aur Amour, 
hae - but ane :,natural way of enter 
tazument ; and their Wit muſs be ſome 


thing fike it. 


Poet 


we 


— 
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abſolutely a firanger to its paſſrot; whic 


Lo the Reader, 

Poet s have been alwayes great admi- 
rers of the feats of | Cupid, and I 
believe had. they feigned Nine hundred 
Muſes inflead of Nine, their Inſpiras 
tions bad been maſt dewored to:bit Di- 
tinge W\JLave 208g on ter ſays, 
leafantly 'enough', that Podts ;are pot 

ree of their Profeſſton until they bave 
avs AE 1 affairs of Love. 
My Compoſttions bere, of that kznde, hawe 
coft me but few Weeks; and i {bel be 


glad to purchaſe my freedom .inſo foort 


a time : They may perbaps ſhew me « 
Lover, and my Inclinations to leſs ready 
to Intrigue with my Wit; it is all the 
excuſe I can make, ſhould my Pen be 
thought otherwiſe Impertinemt , or to 
bave nothing to do with my ſelf 5, as 
alſo I am ſo charitable, to belitve that 
no man with any deleghs to his thoughts 
could concern bis brain this way 1.7 


1s 


To the Reader. 
is ſo much Mankind's, that upon the 
matter 'tis every mans ; and I will take 


leawe to ſuppoſe ſo of Women, Tou bave 
the Apalogy of my Muſe in Proſe, and 


you ſball "92 gnath diately in 
Foo os = Savdy > 


=> dls 


The Reader is defir 'dto reCtifie theſe following 


Errata, before, or as he does peruſe the Book : | 


whith; by reaſon of the Author's being out of + 


Town ſome time of the. Impreſſion , together | 


with the Printer's miſtakes, give this trouble to | 
| 


his Reader againſt his will. 


The ERR AT 4. 


P2#4 lin. 1. for did owr read did bis, p. 5.1. 9. for puilt's | 


gilt's, P. 7-1. 15. for by read bry, p. 13. I. 23. for Myſes 


. Tead Naſo's, p. 14. 1. 2. for turns read tends, P. 14. 1. 14. for wo- | 


mens read 3momans, P- 14+ 1. 15+ for dams read dames, Pp. 17.1, 5. 
for /uch'd read &i/s'a, p. 18.1. 12. for xtar read wear, p. 20. 1. 21. 
for Nanze read Nunae, p.'22.1. 11. for Plato's read Pluts's, p. 23. 
1. x6. for the read what , p. 30. 1. 21. for bad read tbad, p. 31. 
1. 12.,for cheerful-beams read Beamzng 17 'gbt, P» 34-1. gps for recerve 
read rece7ves , P- 34- |. 28, for ber read as, p. 37. 1. 13.:for guilt 
| Sor] ] P+ WY 4- for approve read a proof, 'Þ- 59, k 18, for moſt 
I 


Fas. 
——_ 
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To bis enſuing PO EMS: 
Ver on your Feet now, valks, ic; yourcap,* 


And face the Critick, arid Cebforious man 
IE theſe ſhall charge y our, Lines with <IPpLy. 
they halt that riot Ls] © 


Or falſly fa es | 
Be ſure Muſe:dd not confels a 
Or world to feel Rod that's tnade of Raſh, | 


But if che Juſt, or Great, to caſe their leaſtre; 


Admit to read yo Mirth TVS "= 

Be all Humdficy urge, 197 to * : 

. | | Nay, yeeld you have forie Faults 

| The worthy Cele Juſtice ace wil Tas 

| And teach thiInjutibus to elt roo. 

$1If by Illuftcious Beau you are _ 

| That gently tax (one things too W 

JAsk reach Blaſ our M | 

JAnd ſhew *am ns Vero rite 

| \Llredbar.one T—_ to all youtttdto be 
i 


d Long $ frail Liberty; 
IH not "as, yours, fort 


ſakes they'll adralt 
q Love a Licenſe, ot its Wit; | 
» 
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£ mb if * hs. 4 N\ Fa > TY vy 4 » P -F 
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»A "oi | | 


vs x 5 762 ? 3" Be - 
"ay oe \D0# Stella; | 


Tells my Dave, hex Dove delights 3. 
And I no leſs the Soft Bird praiſe 3 


Whoſe.am*rous-Coging Love invites, (=, 1 
And does to us pew Pleaſures raiſe. | | 
AF 

dh 


TH ee ſhe kils'd, and kiG'd and tirpak' 
- Whilſt Love was panting in her br. 
This Metaphor ſoon me provok'd | 
Geutly to kuſs, ang do the relt. iQ .* co 
1134 #2ly bys fideo but t 
oo Fe kis's (oft whiee brat lid warm 
The Spargow which Catulls ſung)... 
Whoſe Muſe tromit receiv'd 3 Gharmy 
As in this Bigd .qve us'd his $opguc., | 


Then he thou tg thy Dove Rill inde, ., © 
Ang. it ha|Lprompt wy Loveand mes. ,  ,,, 
And told how. kjnde' thy Bloud would be, 


wy 


. 


—— 


2 On La, 
e436 fi. © £51777 
| E:bia lattrevits Gy FO, dead” i 
_ Moxe thin her 16 ord {eden nhicad Op EY Y 
The Bird's death Wt tots a 76 = TY | 
The ig hing, peſts | 
A Fic gladly bee! teeel Y: 
That Love might ftblIc Ra todd” 
"Fo when the Feetninlg Fatth' plois, © 
:{FFChe ſullow_under ground mult £0+ 
Ho 
-laacticiny her Cbirping Pied did couch,” 
AÞhe ready was to do as .much 
6 AF nd with her eye had foung a erick "Gp 
: £F'o wind rhe bp above my'tii TO = 1 4 
{5 rome Bs Tre th a. YL 
Þ | laleſs they for its Comet 
vis Luft B28; thee hRG Ni” be 2 
Aow {wittly Life and Love df fm; OO nf 
*h hoſe death I therefore] leſs repine, | 
3. nce 1t provok?d her lols with ming 


ugh both tO lole prualk it]1 agree, 
/ Qove's gain 1s Prodigality. 


0 TE vo. | 
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The Repetition. 


DD —— 


Ith ſome weak means, but firon  delire, 
We blew Loycs Embrts r&x Fires © 
| Ous 


[ 

Our Pantings did our os joyn 
Her Breath did fan orc Flame with minc, . 

The welcome Heat we yet increaſe, 
But foon 1t caus?'d Dehght to ceaſe. 

I wiſh'd my Limbs conſum'd might be, 
Then now Love's Taper lels to ſee, 

Which by her Lirhbeck's heat had been 
Difſolv'd into a ſthallerthing- > 

She {mil'd, and Gaid it p Pe! —_ 
Love's Pompin (o mucl haſte ſhould pals $2 

So proud ta riſe, yet plead tofall : | * "5 
His States-mign Wt fr them +, | | 


$ 
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Of a Serwaitt to att Ancient TO 


Lady that wore # in her fa 
A And had ng ines that ber decays cM 
A certain Gallant Ya courtly WOO, .... 
As if his Spring of Love Coald hers renew. 
His Friends at length.the Motive did eſpie 


He knew her AY oil ſhe'd TONY top nr 


—— — 7 . 
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I Lerbs, 
much my Lesbia goes aliray, 


In Nature's wilde Laſcivious Ways 
The guardian-cyes upan thee ſer, 

Have ſeen thee play at thy La-bet ; 

And now methinks thou doſt begin | 

To long for Icave of me to lin, 


—_— 
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1 | 
Though thy hot guilt I dc Ido .. "NS WIRES 

| More todame Nature's crime then a thine, | 
Which has on thee beltgw'd tore heat 

Then unto vertue had been meet : 

Or elſe by thee *tis well agreed, EN TIODE. 
That unto love Mankmd'is freed, |... . © 
Or that *tis Charity co { voy WS iy 

Love, which in none'ſhoald be a want 3 I. 


'} So fittle of the guailt's in thize,” lt ORR 
| Thou couldſteven blufh at hogeſty, Op: 
Which if in any thou doſt find, | 
i} Thou caVWR it cruel, or ankind. q | 
Thy eyes fuch languiſhment do bear, T 
- | That vertue do's her beit looks fear, . y' 
":] Orelſe do's warm her cold defigre * iT 


4 By the brisk flame ſhe ſees in thine, 
| Perhaps thou wilt on me complain , 2 
4 And {ay my love did thine Reſtrain 5 6 pp 
Too ſtrictly would be underſtood F 
To make thee its peciliar good. 
1} Then be hou fiee as light or air, 
* {And as thoupleas?tE abirk ehy fare: 
J But take a care thou dvſtnot load = = 
I Too much thy Veſſel with acrow'd , X p 
{When every Top:fail it thall guide * | 8 
$ Will prove thou fink {t hg thy AM 
Or ſuch calm ſireams provide to ttecs , 
JAs may thy dangers moſt beware : 
Love's Triumph,and his Sun-ſhine's ſhown 
Neer, but not in his Torrid Zone. |, En 
owe're to ſweeten thy fair fate, © AS 
Jhy Eclipſe 1 with the lateft date ; WW Gt <> 
nce all the good to thee' allow'd,” ND end Was 
Fold Retirement-to a cloud, ' FE 8. 8 
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To a' F rien 


"Hou tel NOR ,my Wit more gameſorne Was, 
'Than by the ſerious Schools i is fit to an od | 
Fear ng perhaps;its-liberty-m Toys JRL 
Should bring Pfeceptors fo Leap-frog with "Ly | 
When the ſmooth Breech does to the Rod ſoplyz 
As firſt the Maſter raftes'it with his eye. ' *' 
qu this no more's our Crime. than that "EIN ; 
A wany whip*d; as well as kils'd their Whore :: z' 
Luſt, was till Nature's gayeties:: and Jeft 3 
On new and old, ſhe loyes alike to caſt. 
The mirth of Epigrams does moſt invite, | 
When with its Salt we rollh out dclight 5 . . 
Such as the longing Wife is pleas'd toread, 
Or ternpts Erection in her Husbands bed, a2 
Verſe that's too ſober, ſavours of- that ſenſe 
That would commend our Nature's Impotence. 
Who gelds my Wit, I with. him the diſgrace t- 
To be 'difabled-in: another. place. © + - 
To Eunuchs, - May poles are no pleaſant-fi ighta 
Nor blame v we fuch, if they our Feb ſpite: AP 


——_— 
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A nother. | 
Yer! reads mine with, a \ Malicious Wit, 
Or Carps or Rails becauſe he knows not It 3+ 


My Muſe againit hini no Revenge: ſhall crave; 
Enough I know him either Fool or Knave : 


cy bod " 


__ 


@ 


—— 


Or what is worſe, let it be (ti his fate, 


He 


Such Cenſures beſt their Myc w] 
When Envie is abovtdefpifing:then 


-Fo haveteſs Wit-than that provokeshivhate—— © 


tt. : — 


[| Love not Fe that too m—_— hends-. 4 

To raiſe a Trophge where life Raſbly ends... 
The Wiſe and Valiant ſuch will moſt deride, 

Who ſhew they have leſs Fortrende-chen Pridc. 
Give me the man that can arrive to, Fame, 


Yet fo, as for-it nonchis peril bJgle. 


— — ME 


WW wa” 2 
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\ The Invitation 


+4600 
Dila toembrace inviteth me3 


My Wiſhes haſte my Love too faſt for me : Sent 


The Flame it ſelf conſumes, her Love awakes, - -; 


And in a (mother. almoſt me forlakes. 


With ſhame I by her ſprightlicx heat to ay, _ FR is 


Until my Poſt of Love be on his way, 1411 
She yeelds contented, and does me implore |, -/ 
To cuth my Steed, if ſhe's too ſwift before. 


| By which ſmooth artifice our pleaſures j Joyn 3 


Hers in the Van retreat to meet with mines 


B4 
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The Deceit.. 
op her Fooar had fo flatter'd fame , | 


\ V Tis nd hex-xcſiraint did blame 7 
Delights Le = [Ike other Ladies took , 
Whole Husbands keep no Errata in their Book: 

Or elſe at length the man perceiv'd it vain 


ial to keep his losging Wite in palin 


—_— 
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| Bathing, in a River. 


FJ Breaſts like Swans upon the Billows > MOFE. » 
Like Ledz there the Sung, * charm'd her love. * 
A youthful Gallant mon i'd theſe Strearis, 
Suſtain'd her Ferſon, and reflet her beams : 

Then dives into this waters pleaſin deep ,' , 

And thence'upon Love's ſacred Iſle do's peep : 

Next, rounds her Legs, betwixt ther next do's gies 
Wiſhing he might another thing ſo guide. 

The Stream the [wittming takes, and found a way 
More Mermaid-like, 'with his deſfres'to play. 

VVhat' $ dofis beſides, is hard tO gu ueſs, or tell, 

If cold Love's heat and mivifiure could repel! : 

br Love perhaps did here'the a& forbid, 


icas'd by Antiperifiaſis to bt hid; 


£5) 


Tow dro AM 
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neither Youth or: 

he weak,' decayes 
oN moſt of all Ge robes t : 
A Ty __ — Soeybrnen ny Pao 
Vhich livesto'& by An NPY PF 
Could'ft thoh not 'with our Loves fo play, | 

* | That Beautjes life right laſt decay? 

| Thefair ones then would lefs repent. 
Thoſt'dying Minutes thon haſt lenr 2 * 
VVhil'(t thou, alas, 'doſt bid them fee 
Their Spring and Aittimms fate ——_— 
Vext to remember they were Fair 
Above what Art can now a | 
Or elle their Dre Sy or þ 
For all thoſe miſchiet's in n 

| Who, after Beautics Flowers are ſpent, 

Perhaps to Love would yet 'conferit : Fes 

| Whilt thqu unkindly bid't them know La 
What unto paſt delight they owe : "IMP 

: | Which ſince they cannot now reſtore rn: 

| Ther only hopes tolmplore, oO OO 
That they in tother world renew 

ach luſirc's here they once did ſhew. 
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Friburrices ;,0r,6 Slwpon a She. 
nd S/poriful way. - 


——_— 


Wo tour Van meeti . 
wit E [0 PAs 
They cozcn'd $f Mes Sf Of 
That foinethingN it they refqlv'd_to do. 
What Nature to their aid did next t prglent, 
We muſt ſuppoſe. was ſkgrt of, intent. 
The'Faireſt then 1 *. pF the other firove |. _ 
Manhood to id ohh Eraale i 49d love. - 
Their nimble heat d; ak yo Ive geW..... 
Which from their ON with its  pgiſure drew«. 
But ſoon their el hl were: geceiy'd, to finde _ _ 
The-one Thing wanted to w both had minde, 
Like Veſlels that no Rigging want, or Gale, 
Ply here, and there, top want of. [fl Top-fail. 
One ſaid ſhe was t Wo Oman 5, Forher ſwore 
She ought to be the Man, and he 'S Whore. 
Who upper lay, the under now would be 3 
But which ſhould be the Woman, can't agree 3 _. 
At laſt, at theix miſtake they yield to (mile, 1. ag 
And grant Loves pleaſures nathing can beguile. | 
A Man they wanted, and a Man would have, 
Since he the Dildy has which Nene: gave. 


Lu). 
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-. ' On Clcha. 
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> 6's 
Me: Ore whice and: ſoft that $Swanny Down" 
My Clelis does to me\appears 

Her Red belides as much her own, " 
Which but in- Faint ſo "_— Wears | 
; 1{:2 T3687 | \ 
Her Beauties winds aud Sun erxdure'3 

Each Feature fill its Sprmg, docs ſhow ;* 

Love does his Summer there ſtcure, © © +-- -* 
And there his CR lively grow. 


Like ſome bright Nymph that joys mitch.more 
The healthful Looks io fields ſhe gains, 
Than of Love's Captives in her power, 

Or how ador'd by them ſhe Raigns. 


ic Edex's Crime had deverk been - 

I would have ſworn for. thy fair fake, 
It had been for ſome mighty Sinne 3; 
Few women like thee heavens does make. 


;» = 


Though had 1 adam 
And had a Paradiſe withal z oo 
The Forfeit firſt my Love ſhould "Sie tO EY 
S0 I might but cnjoy thy Falk” d 


PP 


1 q J- grant thee ſomething more than Fleſh and Blood, 
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In all chy Sprightly Veins? yet never fay 


. 


The Conceited.. 


Ho can the value of thy Genius know , 
That in conceit alone, do'ftall things do ? 
With Storyes frym'd, thou cntertain'ſt our Ear, 
hough nothing but thy ſelf in them appear, * 

(300d Poct theu axt not, *cis very plain, | | 
Since thy Life's farce, thy Lines can beft. maintain, - 
From Wit, unto the Stars thy thoughts advance , 
And eall'ſ of Letters, and of Heaven by chance : 
If thus thou mogk'ſi thy ſelf, who would mock thee? 
My Pen, at leaft , thy Mimick ſhall not be. 


Om—_ _ —_——— a 
—_— _— — 


The Chaſte. 


If thou deſir' (ro be (6 underſtood : 
Or that an Angel did thy Form diſpenſc 
From his Divine and brighteſt quinteſſence : 
And that no more of Love thou own'tlt within, 
Then to pronounce it Vanity ox Sin 
Or like a flower, which when the Orb of light 
Refreſheth with his Influence and fight z 
Fo ſhew its obligations from above 
Yieldeth to bluſh for warmth, though not for Loyc; 
But this being granted,” what is it to be 


x ; Eftcem'd in Fleſh and Blood a Myſteric ? 


Canſt thou long hope thy Soul ſhould circling play 


13 
Tis touch'd with ſenſe, .ot nd 


Through all Love's Channels ; 
His Loadſtones ule, —— efftets do's'feel 


From thy ſoft, Beams, then t*other do's from: Steel; 


To Live and Love is Natures h zight; 4 
who either do Rn (pite 3 Shy 
Then till be not fo modeſt to deny, 

Leſt moſt conceive thou giv*lt thy Elf the lye z 
Or; If thouthink' no-man can merit thee, - 
Thou but thy _ liv' to-all, and mes :+,/ | 


f 


—_ Memes; Ep 


ul wes, ny Muſc,. why thoudeſi vt tobs. 

So mach aan ken's lob. Poeckie : 

Oor do'ft thou think thy cn kighle wie. 
Equal to what: is on that oe 
Love.is a Theam too, agzient!\to- my 


A Poet; other than of lateſt Date-: 
The Shepherd firſt on tender, Recd could play... 


, , 
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His fcllow-Rural's charm'd wich nt ſok lay 4. 


Diviner, Ws W 
Tous Records the wonders -; tis Love. 
Eliza , in great Maro's laſting Lines , 


fore, & 


Speaks her (oft flames, and Ki yl ah Troy rin ſhines 


Illuſtrious Muſes Verſe tmigtt Art, 
That Cnpid fiill from him beſt aRs his Part. 

If we aſccnd from ours to Homer's time, © 
And take alopg our own. beſt ſcale and Rhime, 
The witty Flezcber , and Elaborate Bex,; 

And Shokeſpeare, had the firſt —— Pen 4 


- 


Blood ſhould float? © 
not there protnote* | 


Ia wok of 'Their adthired A we prove, 
Their 'Bafjnes of their Paſſion-turns to Love. 
Corly, no'leftigoed mini than Poet too, 
Bluſk'3-norihis Verſe ſhould us his Miſtreſs ſhow. 
Beauty from Poets more: Xie 2s oj lives's”- Res 
He bur their Links in fadi\! ves. : 
We can't now _—_ they «ys | 

But Home#'s Pencil het 'faiv Life did make; 

So much oblig'd are allof Woman-kinde,! #2 | 
As they their Faiveſt from the Mules Andi 702 7 
My Muſe no leſs ambitious, bids implore 

FerTor Tone air ne of Love's witty _z : 

Which ſhe affur? ve 

While Luſters AY DO NN Wes Re ; ; 

Then repreſents her dams 1 ano my eye, 
Asking "SWiK: my thoughts id tmofl 5 HAN 
Whether the Ambrous os ay Verſeſhb f TY 
Or if: ch#FiirPd' more CARE a4iſeys: wo! 

Or <clſe, the lovely 'Blackt 


you pas, and in a bees . te. Flay 
ing-what 'Love to nly"Muſe woul 
G_ gon fefolv'd; that if tthe? het AR | 
Ma wortian (Moulitave Lovs;' AA 


10 © 400000077 1 22TQ33/1 2h 
rr oper ——_ 
LAW 32G 15:2 3io} 230 25; 
"Loads Bow.” Judd 208 
Ure Cupid hs no ether" Bb, 0k 2:19oha 
Q Thanwvhat Heaw ns varidtts: "Arch Fes how x ; 


From which he ſends his AmibictsDarts,”-* 77 


IF this Complexion of the Sky 4 
Gen Iniage Love's __ 2. Some 


etaiECharms hea 01 tur X 
Should be my Thieie;- en 86 Quiehi'of OE: 


And chehee'& many Wounds giveshearts 3 [ABU G TY 


ew 9 A; 4 vt, wn 


A 7 i > at 


| i wlll 
Some Shafts he colours like the cheeks 
Of Lilies dy'd in Morn 4 
Others he gives a deeper mpbey'y 


Whence lovely Browp,, or Blagk, do wound : 'H 
Varying with theſe his'Mothers eyes, 57707 


Adorn'd like Cryſtal of the cies; | E 


Thus count the Rays each heath do wk 
With all the mingles Loye does m1 

And Archimedes Art will Þtove pak 4- 
Deficient to proportion Love, ., 
Though he could number ever ſand 
Suppos'd *twixt —_ and Wn Fong Ink 
There's then no Rule-can ove 
But as it ſuits thy wg ihe 
Whether it be from 
Or the Agrecable by NE 
Though each of theſe algiie, at beft,” 
Renders the Lovers mage in jeſt. . 


2114.2 


d.., ; 4 
? - 
11 2467 

| 


5; 
| Give me ſuch Looks may mi@nemey 40! ai 


Next, Wit toqui Fire v-7-* 
Elſe, but too.ſoon! tm 
As it on Luſt's ſwift wings does hatte 3 
Whilſt he rates onely Beauties flame, 


Gives to a Blank a Prizes name. 


6+ 
Lt hight I chuſc, my Love ſhould bg 
ture's beſt ſimplicity, 

When Wie unartifi'd does grace 
The Roſe and Lilies of the Face ; 
This muſt be Nature's onely ſhe; 
And I declare het © to me. 


more may 


orwiine'"" I 


"Love 6: watte?* 46.4 & 


' 41 4wdl 


ov 
v8 7:9 ! 


irs 


SONG. 


Ow having prov 4 thy fond delays 
With all thy pride and ſcorn , 
o morc my love ſhall make Eſſays, 
Since to be ſtill foglogn 3 
What Soldier that would Honour win 1 
Will teach his Prowelle ſuch a Sin ? 


The Coleen, 
Orang el in diſd 
ct poyghout I | 
AY 4 gain. 


nie men nugh Nature's power, . 
Th Coppa nf Oeyck 


But if Tehus chy channs can Light , 
Well may ſome other-t00+ 
udihen png hou _ thy height 


That Co Fa xſl 
Till Hb own Pride he compels i 


v0) Vic pro Ve 


& 4 
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- b 6 
- 


The Banquet. 


SONG. 


F Feaſted on her Eye and look 
. . With every pretty grace, + 
And.thought Love.read tus faireſt Book : 
AsI behcld her Face. 


l ſuck'd a Cherry ftom her Lip 
Where grow Ten thouſand more, - 


Aud my Tongue ſayes: (without a flip) © 
None taſted {o before. '- 


I drank ſuch NeRar from or Eyes 
- As ſparkl/d.ia my Vems-; | 
She made my, Love both drunk and with 
So myltical it raigns. 


4 
In Wine ſhe drank a kiſs tome 3 - 
I kifs'd, and drank another : 


the 0T P: with me {he'd equal be , 


And kifs'd | and ſodrank other. 


| ET: $ 

To Love and Wine ſaid I, this day 
;Shall by us (wo be given, 'p, 

They both are God's, as ſome do Gay, 
And wee'l enjoy their Heavens 


P 
* - 


" PIE fs 
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: The Value. 


M 1 profuſe becaufclI give. 
A Leave to my Soul with thine to live ? 
V'le take th* Enqueſt of all that know: 
What?s ht bright Beauty to allow, 
It I my Cloris father prize .. 
Then ſhe do's merit from my Eyes. 

2. 

Let Taylors Judgeif her ſmooth' Shape 
Prompts nor in them her: ſecret Rape : 
Or Shoo-makers ,ytheir works moſt prize 
Becauſe it fits her foots neat ſizes, 
Nor lc(s the Glover pleas'd has bin, 
To (te her ſoft Hand near his'Skin ; , 
Each tire-about her has a grace, . 
Yet adds not to, hes Shape , or Face. 


Thou haſt ſuch ctrarms can reconcile 

The Prodigal and Milers {mule.; - 

Audly, who had a thrifty Curſe 

For thce would ſoon have op'd his Purle : 
Though ſcantly us'd for Cloaths and meat , 
Some cell a Miltrc {5 he could. treat. 


What's then my Treaſure , Nat a can kits 
My {elf unto the height of bliſs : 

To warm my Soul at her Squl's hre, 
And lo exalt and quench dtire, 

The wonders Love can only do, 


Pn 70 Souls do's Joyn 3 yetkceps them two. 


Ye 


ne 


T7 
Time for ſuch Joyes a... ES 


Yet nothing more reſembles Heaven; : 


Had theſe Eternity'toBoot, i b- © 
Love's Angels dwelt on Earth no doubt. 


The Interval. eh 


T* thou Iyove's pleaſi urs think' tl too Gor E' vet: , 
And hniſh'd Venus canſt regret-, , , 


— 


——_— 


ha. 
| 


Let us deterre Embrace, and /next Rath ic oT 
Th' Intervals of Loveand Wit... i * 11 2 
To Ad, and not firſt Court thy amayous Flame, . 7 
Were tnore to make thee bluſh for ſhames 5 1. 10 
1mm 1-50. 00 
A Lovers fire is ſooneſt ſo put out « 
Its Element ſhould move about — — -- —— ————— 


Thy Lip, thy Checks, thy Brow, thy. Noſe, and Eye, 
And Judge how*Niked thouiwile ply : 
Love's Harmony, it well compos'd of theſe, 


His ſecret touch will better pleaſes 19mg 

| J::ad $43 3- bk .—8 
The a& in too much pleaſant haſte, 1s done . Ee 
Its Zenith but arriv'd , tis gonez-: -!\ et 


Though Nature is pretending to new heighe 
In ev'ry act of Love's. D-clighe z 
Yet all that our Enjoyments can explore, 

Is what we knew, or did before. 


4 '# BW. © EY. of #) i 
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— 
— 
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The En joynment, 


The Leveller Love,'s: ber Miniſter of State, 
And Prince and Peafarit's Joys alike makes great. 
If Nature be no Fool, nor thou nor 1. 
Can be thought fuch, if with her we comply. 
At this perhaps thou't fart, | or elfe begin 
To threaten both with that Big-word call'd $;z : 
Whilt reaſon's own-Religion does fubmit . 
To feaft's where ſenfe more bufic is than wit : 
If Nature Love deſigns to be her Farce, 
Who can deny her mirth though near the--- 


s. © . - — i —o—_— - 3 
{4 —_ —_— _— —- —_ 
— ——_—eo—— 


. The preciſe One: "A A 


Hou Lov't, and-yet ſeem'it to deny J] 

(A tender-Confcienc'd way no doubt) T 
Who well the Spiric'tirſt will try 1M 
Before the Candle is put our. 

« rl 2. 
This, fair Exths(iaft, Ple permit , 
Nay more, approve'thy'Herehic : ' Read « 
Love's Zeal does all Religions tit, © "to 
And Lther ſo a Pope could be. Or 


Zo 
He taught the Luſty Nenne her Sin, 
* Ibigt with her Dilao play'd algoe : 


.. - F 
An ex2mole lik- 5 wiuch had bin -- 


Four: + _ . ..ctals of Pope Joan. 47M 


Thy Zeal, thv * 7c does = deviſe, 
Who tor | A ſmiles to get - | 
Such £ames themſelves beſt Sacrifice; 
And to that purpoſe we are met. . 


on 
At this ſhe yields, I know not how, 
Her Eyes Phanatick-like up-caſt ; 
But I ſuppoſe to implore now 
Love's inſpirations long might laſt- 


—_ 
tc ——_—C 
— 
—_— 
CG LG. 


The Promiſe. | 


Hou promis'd me two tedious dayes 220 

That TI the plealing feat. with thee ſhould do , 

| And now thou haſt deterr'd me unto three Ms 

: | Thefirſt odd Number's mylterie, . 
| And ſuch a Root I have " thee. 


Thus far thy arihneiie can permit, - 
-| More to increaſe thy Sums of Love and Wit 3 

| SEMie turns I grant may beautitie Love's Scene, 

But if too long, *tis kept in pain 3' raft 

'Twill not endure one Female S Raign, | | 


Love has too many Idols in ba power, 

One 5 arp Beauty to adore; 

Nay, (pight of what thy haughty ſelf can do, 
Thou haſt a Thing for. me does woo , -.. 
1% Proudeſt Feſt about thee to0s 


C 3 4» 


: , 
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[22] 


Yet, yield as ſtately as thouranſ deviſe , 
More to be made Love's porap and prize ; 
Like Lzcrece , raviſh'd ſeemunto my cyc ,, 
Bur let thy thighs like Thais ply'; 
And as thy Dreams the Fact acnye 


A——— mw \ 


The "4 


'De have her Beauteous, gay as air, 
Yet {o my love to make her care, 
That ſhe may ne'r of _ deſpair. 


I'de have her Lips like Chenies red, 
But not the Hair upon her Head , 
As 'twas of Plato's Miſtreſs ſed. 


g j © d 
Her Cheeks ſhould Roſe and Lillizs ſhow, 
Her Eye-brows drawn like' Cupid's Bow , 
Hair Tortoiſe-brown, and ſlecker t00. 


4 
Her Noſe I'de have a little high , 
Tis Love's delight and Majeſty 5 
Or Mahomet has told a and | 


Her Mouth ſhould " no te ian "uy 
Leſt Something elſe do like it Cake -7 ; 
Or her Lock there my Key elcape, 

{ 6: 
To teach my Pen to paint her Breaſt, 
The Balls which Love do's play with beſt, 
I'de have 'um well commpleat $4 welt" 


3b Js BY 


>», we 
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Of a tall and ſlender xace, 
Naked beſt in every. place, - [oC 
Her Dreſs though neat, her meaneſt Grict. 2 261107 


Her Luxury ſhould be to know 


How Love has lent to me bis Bow, - 2 361h329aT 
And ſo receive my ſhaft below. _ "nail 
. 9. | {VL 31 
Next her Embrace, I'de have her wit #<n07T 
In every Joynt my reaſon fit 3 i 35ris 42 32050 dl 
Or from Mjxerva 's Dart moſt hit. 
I Os» i 


Penelope my Houſe to guide, 
More wanton lyiog by 'my ſide, 
And ſuch a She, I'de chuſe my Bride. 


— ——mogk. 
Of a Lady whoſe love was unknown: is 
ber Servant. 


' row nt 
_ | ied 


/ - 
:MiC 
SONG. ;#abo/ 
O'ſt not perceive my Languiſhments and looked. c 

Or are my Eyes like Hieroglyphick Books, ; ;;; !;- /, 

Still to be read , and not diſcern abr 

The Emblem »tis Ibid thee learn ? - cx Heh 
Although my Heart a bluſh to ſpare, PT 
Treats thus at dittance from thy: Eax. 4 
2+ S ' 

Pitty that Morcal's Paſſions can't convey 

| &5 Stars do theirs , by mingling each a ray, _ 


C 4 


[24] 
And not make uſe of duller Senſe, 
When Love beſtows its Influence + 
So might my kind]'d Eyes reveal , 
What Stars leſs kind from thee concea). 


_— 
But fince my looks, Love's Engines, cannot mak 


Impreffions on thy heart, I fain wou'd take, 
Think'*t not Inglorious to prevail , 
If by my Tongue I firſt aſſail : 
Though all by it I can expreſs, 
Is ſhort of what I bid thee gueſs. 


c 


Of Loving unadvis(. 


' A Sk not my Soul why "tis I love, 


Love has its cauſes there conceal'd , 
With myſteries to be reveal'd : - 
Then think bold Rcaſon that thy Senſe 
Diſputes but with Omnipotence. + 
Thou't fay perhaps 1 yield too ſoon , 
Sodoth our Lives to Death alone; . 
Which, if it lays on but a Hand, 
Diffolves us ſtraight at its command : 
And ſhall not Love's-1mmortal hre © 
Kindle more (witt, then we expire ? 
Ask me no more, then-why, or who : 
I love becauſcl maſtdoſo; - 
Nor need I pity tony heart, 

Pleay'd with Love's wounds alone to ſrnart. 


z A 


No'more than why our Heaven's above : 


On 


[25] 


FRGEEN . \ 7 


R—_— 


On @ Lady walking in Grayes-Inne- 
Walks. | 


— Lovely Maid, as thou theſe wkagy doſt grace, 
| Soft Birds falute thy coming hichez ay 
More than the Springs, whoſe Beautie's thine diſgrace, 
© Thatblooming May does ſeem to wither, | 


Vexatious Lawyers, that for Clients Gold, 
Their wrangling Theams contemplate here : 
Will wiſh their Tongues (as they ſhall thee behold,) 
Had thact ſoft quilt to bribe thy Ear. 


Or elſe, perhaps unto thy beauteous fame 
© Theſe ſhades will henceforth Dedicate , 
As once to Cyprus, Venus gave a Name, 
' Though not of ſuch Immortal date. 


And thus amongſt bright Beauties thee I py'd, 
Such difference have the Stars and Sun , 


| As if thy Gloties did the reft ſo gnide , 
| As they for BeanisSabout him run, 


| Sorne, that thou art Brown or Rlack, perhaps will ſay, 
* Thoughthar's to me (than fair) more bright, 

And who'd not give ſome es Lg of the Day 

" Tobe the only Queen of Night ? 

Forgive me then, if charm'd with ſoft deſires, _. -. 
Js | © .And who but wilt'd'as well as 1?” Lg 


26 
Who more attempts, too bp ly do's aſpire, 
And by thy trowns deſerves to dye. _ 


d (2 I would Raviſh all.thy pleafing Dreams 
- Of Love, when it enjoy'd thy Breaſt, 


So as my Sleeps might be 165 actual Theams : 


And thus uppolc thou art poſi. ſt. 


But thou wilt {mile at this Platonick boaſt, 
Thouart ſo mych Woman I dare ſay, 

As he that thipks to count without his Hoaſt 
Will till have ſorocthung left topay: 


— £ "I 


— —_—_ ct —__ 


w— u——_—-— ——_—_ —— 


SONG. 


Aireſt Virgin, tell my Love but why 
F Thou art at once {o Proud and F air , 
Since few deſerve a Victory 

That can Inſult by making War. 


Yet as thou play'ſ the Tyrant, know. | 
In looks conſiſts thy greateſt might 3 
And thus their Charms can Serpents ſhowy , 
When they unkindly wound the bght. 


Bat *tis my guilt, as well as thine, 
That makes thee thus In-gloxious great 5 ; 
did to Love, my Heart religne, ____ 
* And ſo Conſpir d with my Defeat, 


whit thou, though glorying in thy Charms 2 


Perhaps at laſ St "quit thy Racngs 


: 
[} 
- <w—_s —_— 


| 27 
As Honour treats to Jay down Arms , 
So let thy Vertue yield at length. 


_—_— tw. 


_— 


To one who ſlighted bis Mifire * 


Hou tell't me that my Love 1s poor , 
FT But thine has'Land and Coyn, 
I wiſh Friend ſo had mine. . 
And yet I envy not thy ſtore, - 
Though I love Money full well too, 
And know the wonders it can do, 
2. 

It Spirits Love, and makes it Fine, 

Give's us beſt Meat and Wine: 

I ne'r Friend like it knew 
T dare be worn, as well as you 3 
And yet Idoat not to behold 
A Briſtow-Stone, though ſet in Gold. 


D —_—— 


Then prethee Fack be well advis'd , 
Think not thou art more Wiſe 
*Cauſe Money brib'd thy Eyes , 
While mgne could not be ſo ſurpris'd : 
And tis thy Judgment leſs than'ſpight , 
Since thou'd(t give boot toichangea Night. 


— 


( MO _— 


| Upon a Lady. 


Such bright _pertections bus frail Skill o're-awe , 


A S ſome bold Pencil do's attempt to draw 
| And 


And Nature but WII. 'þ us know , 

We are to wonder, and pay duty ſo, 

Thus is my Pen, Ambitioully at firife , : 
How to Admire, and yet Expre(s the Life 

Of your faix Vertues, which to all appear 

Pure as the Light, Harmonious as the Spheax, 

So great an all, as like the Sun, you move , 

Quickning at once Divinity and Love z 

But were I Perſian and ador'd him too, 

I'de quit my Faith, ſo I might worſhip you, 

Your Vertues ſo dilate, 3s thence mankinde, 

Sum thoſe bright Glotics, in your Sex they find 3 

Such taking greatneſs, and ſuch winning eaſe, 

That where you (carce will look, you mor: then pleaſe 1 
As if you gently fear'd our hearts ſurprize 

By beaming luſtres, from your conquering eyes : 

How happy may you make a wounded Breait, 

When Love in all, does for your ſake conic}, 

And Rival wonders, which your gr1-”: ::i(e, 

In Tongues and Hearts, that mul: aavyc ..:cir praiſe, 


n_ 


q— 


The Enjoyment, or Corjnne Concubitus, 
Tranſlated out of Ovid's Elegies. 


Wn Sal's bright Orb gave middle time to day, 
Retir'd from heat, ſtretch'd on my Bed I lay, 
One Window ſhut, the other open liood, 

As light here ſhadowing paſs'd, asin a. Wood : 
Or Evening'twi-lights gentle beams convey, 
Of that foft fnſtant night ſalutes thedayy - | < bs 

Luc 


_ 
Such tender glimmerings, bluſhing Virgins Steal, _ . 
Who fear that light will ſcarce their ſhame conceal. 
And thus Corinna gently does appear | 
With Robes ungirt, in tender folds her hair, 
Such fair Semiramis in Bcd does ſhew, 
Oc Lais dre(s'd, who many Lovers knew 3 
Her Robes I ſever with a tender hand, | 
While ſhe reſiſts that Love ſhe wou'd command. 
Seeming to {trive wiſh'd freedom to reſtrain; _. 
| But (ooti berrayes the Conquelt Love muſt gain? 
Thus interpoling vailes, beipg now lay'd by, . | 
How did ſhe raviſh both my Heart and Eye? 
What beautcous Lirhbs and Parts, 1'view and touch, 
Breaſts to Itypreſs even Gods might wiſh for ſuch ; 
As {mobvth a Belly under theſe did lye, ; 
"Twixt ſpacious Sidesznext them, her youthful Thight. 
What ſhould I'more Re-count; that all mult praiſe ? 
Then on her Body mine' I gently raile : : 
Who cagnot gueſs the reſt as thus we lay ? 
So let 'Meridians paſs with me cach day. 


oo. _— —  ———— 
© A. ———— —— ——  — — — —__ as th. 4 3. ——  —— ———_ 


Upon di Ian that Lodged me on. «' _ 
Tourney. - - 


| Eing come to Lodge, where night oblig'd my Reſt, ' 

Bi tbuud anInn rat welcom'd me a Gueſt 3 

But ſuch a one, as ſcarce Arabian Thief 

Would ſhelter in, though for his Lifes Repricve : 

Or wikder Scytbian, but'mult ſoon conclude 

Himſclf leſs barbarous, than this place was rude 3... 
| +" _— 


"- 
= 


And ood. A ſurly Sir, £ ANF call'd here ect; 
Drinks Cap't , toll ſhew_me he dares vouch his Bcet, . 
Worſe far, thah ever Joyful Barly named, . 

As even our Ifland its vile taſte defamed : 

My Courſe firſt Sery*d was Mutton, but {o poor, 
That it might well have ban'd ſeven years before ; 
Thennext a Hen, with wonder I bchold, 

Shruik'into Bones, apd like the Holicls, old ; 
Whatgfancy could hayc fed, when evcry Senſe 

Far'd worſe than Pilgrim, ſent on Penitence ? 

Theſe mis-Chiets to Gove en to Bed call I, 

Hoping ſome Damoſel wich -her by, and by , 

VVas yet Reſerv'd,, to [weeten my 'Counle fare, 
And make my Bed mare ſoft , while ſhe'lay there. 

But ſoon my hopes di wither, while appears , - 
A Thing tor Age, mi t date Chineſes Yearss "1, 
Eve wo have RO © have (cen a Grandchild prove 
So Curs'd by Nature ,” and forſook by Love :. , | 
Her Eyes ſeem'd beg'd of Death 3 her Noſe, and Chin 
Kiſſed, and ſoclos'd her famiſh'd Lips between : 

I chought at firſt had been Death come to call, 
 Meby this Herald,- to my Funeral 3 

Or borrowed Shape of Witch, that did appear, 

To vex fad Gueſts, by ſome luchantments here. 
Then! difpatch'& ro B&;> in hope* Sep might 
Reprieve the Ills ſcem'd;chrcatned me this Night 3 

But there ſcarce Luke-warm lay'd; but in a trice 

I felt worſe Verinin than Curs'd Egyprs Lice 3 

Fleas they call bees, ; thus yexful reabi brood . 

That ons had 

And now from is; bold "Caulk al AE niajncain |, y 
No blood ſo; getierous,. but their Lips. may Rain; yo.” 
Thus in a me 356s did this a&ive Crew 

Aſaultcach Vein, and from cach; loaded: flew, 


» j£A «a. _ + 2 = 5A we ys \ 
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More ſwift than labowri VU « &'if-chatl- 
Had been all/Honey; for « chirmindk fly y- - 
Sometimes I fear'd they would Fave rmade their prey'”" 
On Soul, and'Body,; by this ſubtle way' : 

And as bold Epitarud once di alt 

Atoms the VVorld's and'Man's'Origingl , 

So ſecm'd theſe Particles of Lifeto'try 

To ſuck mine too, a: like (ubtifienty:; 

In this Amaze:, 'my Bed Þ {oowforfake , | 
And trom ny: Fhoaghits; the fwittclt Counſtt che 
Which as E:did ;/ the Sun'ih piety ſhows © 
Such chearful Bearhs, as from glad Morning folnes 

I wilh'd my Horſe as fwitt. as this; that F es: 
From Night's worſt Manſions'this vile Inn might thy: 
And that a]l Gueſts which next have Lodgiug here 
Mighttewer Fleas there hide, and better Cheer. 


ad... $ 1 | GR... L Dy = WA. ec 


Love's $ ympathy. 


ſo Love the Loadſtone Sympathy do's feet, 
To which do's gently yield the hardn'd ffeets 
Tie Marble do's its hidden flameslament;; -. ; 
As on its ſmootheſt Face Love's tears are fpent. 

For Love, theres nothing that do's want a ſenſe 5 
What grows, or lives, partaks its Influence<. - - 
Each mctals potd'rous Soul it's like'do's move, * 
And what's not Gold , partakes'the Gold of Love; 
The Diamond then more beaming Luſtze: wears, 
When her tranſparent Male his flayge pr p_ 
How Nature could thus Love and Lite diſperſe,” 

Is too tranſcendeAt for my, Thought, or Verſe, 
Enough, we know it is her kindtricate  : + | 
Thac all ſubliſtencies her Loves ares 51: WM 


| 13S; 
To every Sex ſhe hasa SI oa , 

Not as Men are by Hymen's Laws confin'd : 
Nature do's not her limits ſo contra@, 

Love claims from her a.larger Scope to act. 
Man's Reaſon, though the higheſt Lord of Senſe, 
Is forc'd to yield to its Omnipotence : . 

And thus we ſce its powerful Charms compel, 


VVhen Mothers ſomtimes Love their Sons too well 3 


And Daughters can with Fathers do the ſame, 
And ſo the Brother Courts the Siſters flame. 
VVhether Venus then do's bluſh, we cannot know, 
Though near ally'd, ſome tell her feat beſt do : 
Laws may ſeverely call it Nature's Sin, 

Yet ſhe has made for Love cach Sex a Kin. 


_ - ah 
— —_—_— 


—Y 
—__ 


On a Ladies little Dog. 


TY gentle favours I petccive 
L. You oft this little Cxeature give, , 
With thoſe Embraces, and thoſe kifles 
So many Mortals make their wiſhes :- 
My Mule is willing to record | 
Since youare plcas'd to (ay the word. 

: 5 * FP on 7, 
All that quaint Marti!'s Pen could raiſc 


Y 


* CateN a 


To offer to ſmooth F e's praiſe, Publii, E- 
Is ſhort of. this you ſtroke and Love : Ig: VID | 


Yours thougha Dog, was-meant a Dove. - - 1+ 1 
Thus ſhap!dit chiefly for your ſake, ++ 
& TOPE | 1 ? 
No Virgin in your Bed does lye, | 
Bur there does keep i Compiny, 


Oh 


q 


On whom perhaps. 'twill tawn, or creep,” 


[33] 


But does your boſom chule for ileep , - -- 
Though Cupid cnvy there its reſt, 
Who 'twixt your Breaſts dcligns: his Neſt. 


Sometimes perhaps it farther gets, 
Under your Smock as well as Sheets, 
And fo your Belly licks, and Thighs, 

I do not ſay what 'twixt them lyes : 
Though Tongues polluted oft have bin, 
This could not be a licking Sin. 


| yh 
And as you thus Indulge its ileep, 
Or wou'd with yours its flumbers keep : 
This little Sentinel's awake 
T' detend the quiet which you take 3 
The Mouſe it trighteth'to her hold, 
Lelt her (mall noile be then too bold; 
No Joy or Sorrow is your awn, 
But by this Creature too 15 known + 
So ſtrangely taught:by Nature's Book ,;. 
That it diſcerns your thought, or look « 
A Tongue it wants not much to (peak, 
Yet one does with too for your fake... . 


4 Pw" "WY he _— 
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Lowe Defined. 


Ove 15 a Dwart in Gyants@hbrls; » 

Weartng the Robes which Lu hh, vy 
Loaded with vice, y&c-nimblck (o, "* ibm 
And by u«s.power can wonders do. "= 

17 D 


Moſt ſurely purchasdl win dear, - 
And yet more common far than rare. | 
A Spiritual being m a Hutnane Soul, 

The Boy of Ageyitand. Fool of Youth 5 
Vertue its Lye , and Lult its Truth, 

This, the nice Widows early: knoav , 

As they digeſt a Second Vow.z'! --: ; - ; $rexip oe rexel BY 
"Though it provoke their Childrens Tears, :--,, |; 
The Itch of Love takes up their caves, 
The Virgin at Fourteen can grieve 
So long her Maiden-head. ſhonld Jive. 35 
Though hearts and looks, Love's Language tc}, 
The pleaſure is in Luſt's {mall Cel, | - 
Where Womans Love with Mans does mcet , 
And from their Tongues recewe no cheat. 
For this each Sex their Courtſhips ſhow , 
And all that Both the Thing may do. 

It dull Platonicks will zejoyce-:.; -c - 

In calling Love their Vertues:choice , 

Their dry defires,, ſuch need not blame 

That can <njoy the Liquid flame. 

Whore re for V ertue Love would Pairit,, 
Mutt paitly make'oh. Luſt the Saint 5: 

The Fair and Honeſt ask no:more, 

Thcn what's 1Ilegal in a Whore. .. 


. The old One. | | 


A Lady Old would-netds a Loving go,  -. 
Which-foon her long: dere comply'd unto:y 
Her fancy ſhe found young, and bold, her Luſty. . 

Hcr outward form ſhe nextto/Witdocs truft, 1: © _ 


Wants ſhe found ſome in everyplace but one, - 
Where Nature keepsdefire when her part's done 2. 

So when the Earth cannot its teeming ſhaw, 
It is refreſh'd at Icaſt, where Soil. men throw.. --: - _.. .. 
The furrows in het Face, ber Womans Hand 
Neatly fill'd up, and ſeem'd to-Countermand 


Nature's decayes, with herfalſeRed and Whits, ry 


Seeming by Day what ſhe'd be thought at Night, 
Thus ſhe adulterates her Teeth and Hairs , 

And in deſpite of Nature, young appears. 

A flatt'ring Gallant-fcigns no fault;to finde, 

For we*l ſuppoſe his endsoblig'd hit kinde, 
Through Love's own Region he attempts his way, 
But finds he-carivot Plough ſodeep in (clay + 

Her ttiffneſs his oppos'd, butfain would plye ,. 
Though that was clos'd folong.did open lye: 

A Maiden-head he knew the could not have 

Yet more then Virgin did hisentrance crave 3 - »; 
But fuch the Riddle 15 of Women old, 22] 
Their Luſt is warm when Nature is moſt cold 


_—— _ hs. —. 


The Witty. 


It ina Woman T deſire 3 
| With icThe Quickens beſt Love's fire 3 
A Whictfione ſharpens moſt the Tool, | 
That ſomething blunts when {he's-2 Fool. 
Dull if ſhe be, ſhc'l not ſoon know | 
The heights belong to- what we do 3 
And ſhe that has in Love notrick '-*: -: 
Will hardly reach her-Lover*s nicks - 
But give me fiill a handſom Face, 
Vie tancy Wit in t'other places D ' i 


136) 
So well to man that part does fit , 

She needs -mult feel ſhe has there ſome wit. 
For Love what VVoman wants a Soul , 
Or can be call'd Dame-Nature's Fool. 

V Vhere Beauty can't with V Vit agree, 
Give me the 'firlt, icſhall pleaſe me : 

Nay, fo ,tar ſhe ſhall prove my Art 

As to like well with mine her part. - 


———_____ 
——P_— > 


The Farewel. 


Arewel my Muſe, a Hundred times I've (aid, 


And ſhe as willing ſeem'd to go, 
Yet to this time has with me ftay'd 
In ſpite of all my reaſon too : 
Reſolv'd that to me the would be 
An airy tondiing of my thoughts and me. 
2. 
I urg'd ſcyercly what concern'd her more, 
*Told ker how rigid Criticks were, 
And how we had of VVits ſuch ltorc, 
No Poets &re did hke beware : 
All which ſhe lights, and bid me know 
VVit was to en a Fagces ord would be 10» 
4 
She fartizer cold how oil Was deſpis? d, 
And mock'd andenvy'd'in his time. 
Nor mighty Maro Deity d, 
Till Rome had underſtood "6 crime: 
Then what is't it my Fate I blame: ,. -- 
Since thoſe great Pocts vie by tuture: 6 me; 


7 4 
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Next theſe ſhe reckons our eternal Bey, 
Beaumont and Fletcher's noble vein, 
Who liv*d in our yet Age of men, 

And did as much their faults complain : 


Happy he ſaid in being gone, 
Whil't now mean VVit's receiv'd above their own. 


 " 

She ſtop'd, and thusto her I did addreſs : 

Think not vain Miſtreſs, but I ſee 

How meanly your charms Poets bleſs : 

Though unto many more than me 

You promis'd as fine things the while , 
And bid'ſt 'um write, that thou and men might ſmile. 

6. 

But lovely Guilt, fince Wit thy Beauty is , 

'Twere dull thy attractions to-forſake : 

As Lovers pardon things amiſs, 

So Poets thy excuſe ſhould make: : 

Though worſt of Miſtreſs in their Fate, 
Since of all others thou dolt longeſt cheat. 
Then coufen me a while, Vle give thee leave, 

My thoughts have yet ſome time to play, 

But take a care I don't deceive 

Thy Love with Love another way ; 

A real Miſtreſs may be mine, 
Whole Song (hall b:tter picale my Ear than thine. 


* _ 
—_— 
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The Wiſh. 


Ot too much of the Court or City, 
N Not too-rank of my own Country, 
Not too long living in one place 
The Countreys Spring; -the/Citics Winter, 
Some Mirth and Wint to give my Fricnds; 
More focd then they and I can ſpend. 
Wit enough, yet no Play-wright , 

Or Farce-Tranſcnber out of Frexch, 

No Bug to” which fmall Poets: bow , 

Or ſuch fright Women with Lampoon. 
Not drink more Winethan fits ny health , 
Or does alittle raife my Wit. | 
Not frel too many Darts of Love, 

And none from her already hit. 

No ilave to Ven for Eſtate, 

Or Joyntur'd Widows barren place. 
Money enough to need no Fricrd , 

And to oblige a wanting, one. 

Cloaths may ſhew me ncat, not proud : 
Diſcourſe my own, and not my Books. 

No Muſe that's Lame with b>rrow'd Wings, 
Or Language tioln from Romance. , 
Net to Love Rhime inſtead of {cn(c, 

No more than Paint when on a Wench; 
Nor long with repartees to batte, 

Or draw Wits Cudgels when well cas'd-. 
To all bclow my telt to be 

Who don't preſume above my place 3 
To yicl1d where Ican overcome, 


a 


£39] 
And ſpare Law- Suits whierel I have "—_ 


If this be not enough to with; + 4 ly es A 
Or that my Reader thinks.of more 3 +/+ + + +4512 
Let him but fend them to the Shop. + +l 


That's right againſt the Temple-Ggte, 
And they ſhall hnd my thanks and nie. 
But left I ho'd him now too long , +: + 5516 +15 
Or dull his Ear without ſome Song ;; -- 7+, 1 ) 


| Likeother Poets, I think time 


Tocloſe this Copy in pure Rhirme. 


His Giving. 


T Gave and gave, what-coſt me dear, 
And thoughc I gaye unto my Friends, 
But found my Love was not their ends 3 
No more than Luli for Love docs care, 


2. 
Some I beheld prefer'd and great , 
Nay, proudcr than their butinetis too 3 
As it their fortune*s Pageant-ihow 
Was o're my merit to keep ſtate. 
At this wy cantious thoyghts repin "4 3 
As from the Purle ſome V Vit does rife , 
E;dding me learn to be more wile” 
Then tO expecd! th” obliged _ 


What thas was urg 4, I paxtly grant; 
So feidom knew 1 tricndthip made , 
That did not of jc (<If prove bad , 
Or woailt, when .moki confcls'd a want. 
Dz 9* 
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Anill p roportlo n to man's fate ; 

Since none their fricndſhips ſurely know 

But when proud Fortune caſts them low,  -» 
Or Ruine makes approve too late. 


If this not bids me to beware , 

So far at leaſt] will refrain , 

As not my Purſe I'le henceforth pain 
To buy Ingratitude fo dear. 


_ —_— 


The Ingrateful, 


Evil of Man thou art, or worſe thy Name , 
Dr blackeft-word pronounc'd by men or fame : 
An early Curſe centinuing tilt the ſame. 

2. 
Ey2's ſoft temptation no effe& had ſeen, 
Had not man's Scul gainlt Heaven ingrateful been 
Betore allur'd i cnjoy pt $ thankle(s Queen. 


So much below man 5s Varies thou doi fall, 
Thar undiftinguiſh'd Evil men thee cal! : 
Thy Ancients did thee right , who nam'd thee all. 


Ill Natur'd men to awvin ed Earth do live 
Alike unthankful for what either give, 
VVhil'ſt Beaſts their wretched ſente both feel and grieve. 


Jo 
No leſs a private than a publick Sin , 
Th? ncculr Invention ofa Snare or Gin. Sg: 
That talſhood hides till Love it tempteth in. +» 7 


[4 r] 


Thus Leagues ingrateful Re and Monarchs bong... 
To raiſe their Body-politicks more brave, ; 
And by it repreſent the mightieſt Knave. ; 


Gm—_ 
em 


A Dialogue betwixt Wit and Money. 


Wit. Anſt thou not yet adoreme? I the pride 

Of all that Mankinde ever ſaid ordid: 
The general Heir of the illuſtrious Nine, 
Whoſe fancies, from my ſtamp, are made their Coin. 
I give to Wine its mirth, to Love renew 
All thoſe obtraQtions which ſmart Beauties ſhew : 
Cupid from me inflame's his winged Dart, 
And fxeth it above his Mothers Art. 
Each thought of mine's a Gem beyond thy price , 
Whil'(t Fools gain thee as Fortune flings the Dice. 
Princes and Senates my quick thoughts admire ; 
Thy gain advanceth moſt a megn defire. 
'Twas I embelliſh'd Cicero's Tongue and Pen, 
And Ceſar's, writ as great as he liv'd then. 
I, hearts of men with my (ſwift power controul ; 
The Star of Reaſon in a Humane Sou!. 
Pocts implor'd me ſomething, more Divine , 
And ſpiritual ſeats above, call'd Fove's and mine. 
Thou with tuliginous vapors liv'lt below , 
Where neither Plants or Flowers their bleſſings how : - 
Or clſe by deas produc'd, and ſpew'd on ſhoars , 
No hiſh ſo rav nous that thy Spawn devours. 
Heaven's moſt unkind to man where breeds thy race, 
Fcr thy ſake Aﬀrich;has a blacker Face, | 
1's G | The 


The Irazan can't rejoyce, is looks and ſoil, 
Curydby the'Sun to thy'dark Mines: and toil, 
Thy Coyn *is true, docs-Kings and Scepters ſhow, 
Who ſct thy price'e*re thowhatt worth to: go. 
How much more rich is my Diviner lenle 

Thas. all the Motto's put upon thy pence ? 

Thou for Man's uſe a common drudge doſt paſs, 
And,M Manthy- then feels when he's thy AlS : 
The wilc eprefs thy value, and mine raite,. 

VVho ( though! not rich) am {li!l-above = praile, 
Yer after'al}, dar'It thou'preſtunie to be:- 
Compar'd unto the A worth of me. 


Money- Airy Phantaflick Madam; you may be 
As jocund as you pleaſe with' me.:'' * 


Thy Mocks what are they 3 but ſo many toys 


Fit tor the Brain of Youth and Boycs , 


That Judgmentwant my powerful worth to prize, 


Thy Creature's feldom rich and wile. 
1, at thy necdy Tribc and bablings ſmile 5 
No Money'd Afs of mine, 


Pie has more Vit than thou chaim'ſt thyne : 


Thou call'trhcm ſuch , who fel] Eitatcs the while. 


1. by the young, the old, the rich ador'd , 

- The Beggars curſe yet moſt by them ;implox 'd. 

I have no Tongue, no Pen, no Arms to hght, 
Yet theſe command too by my might 3 

Compare, andthowt ſubmit thy higheſt ſenſe 

— Unto my dumb Ornnipotence. 


Thou tell'ſt of thy oreat Nirk, diſtrefled thing, 
And of Pernaſſus Treaſurcs where they ling 3 
But ſure they nothing there can Sow, or Reap, 
 Sopoor they here their Poets keep ; 


Not 


LE. — — — — " 


of 


VVith me the Daughter purchaſeth the-Heir, 


[43] 
Not all the fine things they can Write, or ſay, 
Allures the Sclles to receive lets pay: ; 
V YhiPſt Wit above all things I buy molt cheap, 


1 purchaſe Earth with all mnkie; cando 3 
The graces from thee I remove : | 
They own thee Queen 3 whiP{ Tarn made their Love, 
| The wiſeſt Pens do on my errands go : 
For me the Orators Charming Tongue beſt ſpeaks, 
My Bribe's the wary Judge in ſecret takes, 
Man ſcarce a Conſcience has that me forſakes. 


Doſt not behold the . ſupple knee 
| Bow leſs unto the Throne than me ? 
I am the Politicians God , 
At thee perhaps he*l ſmile, or Gravely ncd ; 
I am bis cndleſs and his ſcrious fen(e ; 
Unto Divines their Heavenly pence , 
Aud tew of them lo Orthodax men know , 
But to my Altars more than Heaven's will bow. 
”, 
Dully thou argu'{i for thy {clt, to tell 
That I in Earth's deep botome dwell , 
Singe ſhe her kindneſs docs impart 
| #1 place me next her heart : 
Form'd by her own internal. flames, = 
V Vhence Phzbus took his Golden beams : 
My Kingdoms there employ my ſlaves , 
My charms alike command both Fools and .Knaves, 


7* 
*TisI, continue Man's long-living name 


And his Inheritance convey 
Unto polterities antient day. 


Love's 


EW. _- 
| Love's price'is mine, though ne'r ſo dear : 
Nor Vertue holds out, where I War declare. * 
_ Whil t indeſpight of all thy Creatures claim, 
Detraction leſſens, or ſupplants their fame. 


Wit. Accurſed thing, "tis time 1 make thee feel 

Some laſhes from 'my Satyr's pointed ſteel , 

That on thy hardned Ribs ſuch VVit-may Coin, 

As makes more vile the Metal thou call'ft thine : 

Were all thy Bowels Gold, thy Heart'a Pearl, 

Thy Facc a Diamond, and thy hair a Curl © 

Of Silver Locks 3 each Breaſt an Agit Ball 

Of richeſt value to receive their fall 3 

And had thy Limbs with every outward part 

Agolaen form, the Jdol of thy heart 3 

W bat were all this? but to be more contemn'd , 

If nothing to thy inward worth be deem'd. 

Heaven ſo rich Midgs curs'd, which thou ſhould( fear, 

S:nce for thy ſake he wore the Aﬀes Ear. 

Or <I{c remember from great Maro's Lines 

Row King Evznder's poverty out-ſhines 

Al} Money'd Hero's thou could'Rt cre create , 

when for his more Imperial ſtate, 

The Trojan Prince a Precept from him took, & 

On thy mean Treaſures with contempt to Took 3 

And as a King, \olike a God to' be, 

In ſhewing chiefly he deſpiſed thee. 

Can't thou like this a Royal Theorem finde, 

Or an Exchequer worth fo great a minde. 

Wit j<a Gift can never be entail'd, 

Thovgh of Iuftrions Heirs has never fail'd: 

Thy firength can buy but what men vainly ſpend , 

Tae Riches of the VViſe a Fool can end. 
4 ey 
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'By Nature's Law, men have no need 'of thee”, 
Who art the Miſer's wealth and poverty. | 
. With thy dumb Scnſe thou doſt m4 $xea(on blinde, + - 
And mak'ſt hin rate thy value by his gnind : er? ae 
Who has cnough,. thou giv it not leave to ſpare, 
WhiP& I my Treaſures {pend, but no want fear. - 


The Reader will judge that Madam-Money was : ffs 
' ficiently provoked to make another Replication #0 the 
domincering Lady Wit; but my Mwſe, ( by whom, T ann 
here to be govern'd)) finding her Lines not able' enough 
zo decide the Controverſie , has left it to the arbitremens 
of wiſer Heads than ber own , at leaſt ſhe does 1102 cons 
ceive it neceſſary to furniſh the weorld with more argu 
ments on the part of Moncy , than it has already : 4s 
likewiſe ſhe believes that ſhe bus done enoueh far: the 
credit of ber admir”d Madam Wit:, in allowing ber lines| 
the laſt Bum-ſtroke, which ſhe ſuppoſcs Money is able 
enough to endure , without crying' ont for more Verſe ts. 
revenge ber quarrel. feb 
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n — -_ _ — > — — - - - . wi 
— —"———--- - 


Of one who would live by þis Wits. © © 


Ho thus adyiſs with his Friend . 
His Money firtt well nc'ran end :; 
What ſhall Il do ſomewhere to live 
My VVitis left me ill to thrive. 
Shall I unto the Court repair ? 
In hope my tatc. will. better there. 
I have a Pctition all in Verle, 
Whack to the King I can Rehcarſe, 
Oc ſha!l I credit gct.in Town, Ng 
To be a ffart-up Poet known? AnJ 


Tx WW 
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And next a New-Play-wrizht let forth, ' 
Since Rhiming now is ſo much worth. 
Or for a Farce, infted of Play, 
Apply my wit, thartiking way. 
Wits I can drink withal, and VVhore } 
Of ſome-*tis ſaid they ask no more 3 
And yet have Pocts dub'd moſt able , 
No better had King Arthur's Table; | 
When Lord, Knight, Squire, drank a Round; 
And VVine and V Vit together ſound. 
Or ſhall T turn a common ſnap, 
And Wenches cheat, as well as Clap ? 
Or ini the Law fore knowledge have ? 
Some think it may compleat-a Knave. 
Divinity I cannot teach , 
Yet told T have ſenſe enough to Preach ; 
Tf not with Orthodoxal Wit; 
The Presbyterians 1 may fit, - 
Of whom I have heard a many fay 
They are inſpir'd the Bag-pipe way : 
A blcſſing Heaven bteaths on their Lungs 
Which through the Noſe comes off their Tongues, 
Thus Calamy infpir'd did paſs SA ho 
With Caſe and Ma2nton, Crompvelbs Aſs 
Who firſt on knee did for him Bray 
The ProteQorian powertul way : 
Nu Af6 before the like had done 
But Balaam's , had a Holy Tongue: 
Then whether ſhall my Genius Chaſe 
The Temp'ral or the Spiritual Muſe ? 
When here my Friend a while had ftop?e, 
And from his thoughts the beſt had lop't , 
He thus reply'd : *Tis hard to tell 
How wit un-money'd ſhould do well, | 


wet Moot ion. i. 


That Comedy a many kno £7 
Where wit to Money gives theblow 3 
Though I ſuppoſe what made the Jeſt, | = 
The Focts Mdney:then was feats rs Þ- tf NG Ly tl 
The Brains excels may pain the Muſes fret, 

V Vhen Poets capnot-baye the Gaut from megt.; 
VVherefore de have thee to: e able- 

For Repartces at ſome good. Table. 

Or where a Madam does fo, quaintly treat, 

That VVit and Love diſgellher meat : F 
Let thy VVit think herthy beſt Muſe, CE 4 35; 
Or be her Comedy to Chuſe, q 

No matter'tor the Stages clap , 

Or for a Poets Feather-cap, 

In which we (ce ſome Laurcats paſs, 

And yet not all diſcern the Als. ſS 
If Taylors to one man go Three-timeS-three, _ 
How many Botching Poets then may be 
Allow'd eachy Muſe? bur Stitch,'um as they cans. 
There are far better wayes to make a,man._ ,.,, . 
V Vit ſome docs raiſe, but Fortune many mares © 
She has both. V Vit and folly in hex. power. | 
VVhonothing has, muſt Riches get —— chance, 
Aud Fortune {o perhaps may thce advance ; 
V'Vho's poor and good, let him this Motto give, - 
That he (above all) mult kave luck to live. p 


L 4 - . 
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[48] ” es 


—_ _—_— 


On one who bad Good Meat, and leſs Wit: 


—_— 


Like thy V Vine and Meat, would*ſt thou excuſe 
My Entertainment with thy tedious Muſe : 

I have had her Pottage and her Fricacy , 

Her larded Chick and Fowl to welcome me. 

But dolt thou think I can allow thy VVic 

As I do Diſhes from thy Pot-and Spit , 

VVhen after Din'd thou bring*ſt thy Rhimes in place 

As Presbyterians do their whining grace ? 

Or that thy Muſe might Heaven be thanked ſay 

For tuning of her Verſe ſo wrong a way. 

Of high Pernaſſis gifts , Ile hear thee ſpeak, 

So it may not thy troward Muſe awake, 

Leſt ſhe be peevith co recite a Play 

VVould laſt both Noons of Sixtecn-hour'd day : 

Although my Body would be cas'd the while 

Both ot thy Dinner, and thy Muſcs toilc. 

Since then 'tis ſo, when next I take thy Dyet, 

F'le makethee promiſe me thy Mules quiet. 


R A———— 


Wit and Beauty. 


A Lady to whom late I prais'd her Face 
FL VVith all ker Movements as attraCtive too , 
Beauty more than enough 1n every place , 
For Natures Maſter-picce in her did ſhow : 
' Language (mart, yet pleaſing as her Eye, 
So Wit and Love in h:r Conlpir'd to vyc. 
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If theſe thy Rivals and thy Graces are, 

Whar Bleſſings may ſome worthy Lover :hope 

When thou ſhalt yield, and next thy aid prepare 

To give his longing wiſhes their full ſcope ? 

Love without V Vit may yield a dull conſene 1 

What's given, ſhould ſcerti his Theft and Raviſhment, 


She ſmiling, ſaid, my hd ſo ſhould paſs : 
Nay did advance it by expreſſing more: 
Woman ſhe yields was but Love'splecaſant aſs, 
If joyn'd no quicknels to' her Rider's power : 
Beauty and V Vit attractions can beſtow, 

But more the hope what both at night can do. 


db. . SH EI 
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A Blank for Rhime. 


Hime 1s Pernaſſis Ballad-curſe : 

The Mules drearn when Senſe does winks 
* The Stages Dwarf in Gyant's clothes, 

Or Verſe too weak to walk in Proſe : 

Fit to ſtrain Lungs, and make tnen hoarſe, 

Or Cure, like ſomething, a fore Throat. 
ACittern that molt Qu1Jls can touci , 

An ancient Chime in Monkiſh Verſe : 
Chaucer*s Grave-beard in it is ſeem , 

And Gower driv*ling his Prick-ſong, 

An old Pluſh Cloak the infide outward, 

Or ngh-crown'd Hat ſtuck with new' Feathers, 
Fit tar ſorme Lawrel'd Gallants now , 

As well as Rhimers heretofore. 
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On a certain Rhimer.” 


Hy Verſes Lacker is thy Rhime, 

And ſo thy Lines may laſt a time 3 
But left their dye ſhould prove the worſt, 
Expunye what thou haſt written firſt. 


_—CREET.20 —_— 
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Being in the Countrey. 


Dvance my Muſe, and teach my thoughts tolook 
A Frcm thy Pernaſſus on great Nature's Book 3 « 
Sec how ſhe hither does Invite thy Song 
From Courts and Cities buſie toyls and throng : 
VVhere thou with peril ſmall applauſe could'ſt get, 
At leaſt more ſafe wil't be in thy retreat : 
Or if thou can'ſt in thy retirement ſhow, 
Thou Roſe and Lillies planteth yet may grow : 
Moiiten thy Verſe in thy Caſtalion fixeam, 
Caſting fome drops on Envy's barren flame. 
Thy Critick Nature, will more wilcly be , 
And ſkciv thee her admir'd ſimplicity : 
Bring thee trom Stars unto her humble height , 
No at of hers for wonder is too light. 
V Vhiſper from whence that Dame call'd Nature comes 
Since trom her Iſſue ſhe conceals her name ; 
How mien that Title to her greatnels give, 
Yet know not by what oxder ſhe does live. 
Acquainted be with Tillage, Beaſts, and trees, 
And keep ſore Honey of thy V Vit for Bees, 


© OQAQa S—_ ey ” ©: " A” Gen ed © ” 


Search 


Sas. th on Ea 


- Mn. T*- Dm” A, = HF eel lad 


. xa ad . Ya 5 a 2 tm» 


yy wc .9 » ir. Ol 


| FCN $1 1:0 
Search out great Maro itt th' Elizian held, 
And ſee what wonders there his Georgicks yield ; 
His Verſe ſuch mighty things on Earth did ſhow, 
"Twill teach thee there what Heaven is doing too. 
Then Hoxace in his Sabzxe Helds find there, 
' And with his Lyricks next amaze thy, Ear. 
Next fake a turii with bur great Cowly's Muſe , 
And hear what Songs of Plznts and Herbs [he'l chuſe 2 
Mark how the Lyrick's wonder at his ayes, 
As lofty Pindar Crowns his head with Bayes : 
Sec him in Maro's ftately Buskin go ,, 
VVhiP(t David's Hatp his meaſures {oundeth too. 
Or it thou can ſt nat ſo inſtruct thy thought, 
Think that linthortal here their Pens have taught : 
Diſcern how much their Vertues do Invite 
Hotne-bted contentments wilcly to delight , 
And how they growing, Fields and Gardens dreſs, 
Heaven with the Muſ:s did conſpire to bleſs. 
Obſerve how Nature does with fruitful chance 
Scatter her good, and here and there advance 
Tall Trees and Plarits without. man's art or toil, 
Yet docs ſubmit them to his uſe and ſpoil : 
Though furrows in hef Face the Plough does tear, 
She feels no blemiſh, or Black-patch does wear. 
She Diſciplines the Ploughman's rougheſt pain , 
And like vaſt Legions ftands her cloſer grain. 
In each ſmal} honie ſhe Crowns het Queen and King; 
That undiliurb'd with cares may fleep and Sing : 
Content ſpeaks moſt her Gayetic and Feaſt 3 
Alittle feeds the Bird that fingethbeli.. 
The Dove does flye from Courts and Cities air, 
Neer Fields arid Rivers with her Mate to pair : 


The Mean-man's Houſe their amotous billings ſow, 


Their deareſt young his wholſotne food inade too: 
E 2 
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The Herds will chuſe to Mie near his home, . 
To whole Retir'ment they in winter come. 
The Plough his healthful knowledge does delight, 
Nor js I:« ignorant of the Hare's ſwift flight , 
Or of the Chaſe the nimble Dear does take 
When griev'd his fatning paſture to forſake. 
His Nets delicious Birds can gently ſeize , 
And knows ſuch baits the foodful hſhes pleaſe : 
His limbs their ſwifteſt fins can overtake , 
And under water ſwimming Chaſes make : 
He true refreſhment finds in cooleſt ſtreams , 
No after-Ague fear'd, or Feavers flames : 
Nor les his wonder Scurvey's loathſome pains, 
Or what's man's ſinful caſe the Gout obtains. 
Unto exceſs his health does ne're commit z 
His food and labour his ſound temper fit. 
No Homicide has Nature by his will , 
WhiPit Luxury by Art does others kill. 
Long life is leſs his wiſh than his command , 
Which others piece up with the DoQtors hand. 
In Woods he Sorrel for his Sauce does hnde, 
And Betony, the bodies health and minde. 
His Garden (though not great) attords him Sage, 
With Parlley, Savory, Time adds time to age ; 
Theic calic bflings his ſmall borders ſhow, 
Which, (though at Nature's colt }nan's pride terms low. 
Nor wants he Arbors planted by his care, 
Taitfor his ſhade the lowry Woodbine bear : 
Or Nature's larger bounty to admire , 
[ſakes cool Enjoymencs where vaſt Trees aſpire ; 
So Virgil's Muſe did Rural Tityrws finde , | 
And made her Song unto his + ipe (o kinde ; 
With him ſhe Amarillis Love could play , 
Joy aing i1:es plcaſyres to his humble. lay. 


Thus m man did firſt his Life (55 Love beg in 
More wile, than to enjoy Luxurious Ge mn, 

Or puft up with Au.vition to be great, 

lis quiet and his ſafety moſt does cheact : 

But humble pleaſures with contentmenc joyn'd , 
And thus the world unto himſelf contin'd : iz 
His Feaſt was then of Herbs and frujes from:trees , .. + 
His Sweet-meat Honey/trom the cells of Bees.. 

The Flocks his early Murders did not ſhow., 

Sheep, Goats and. Cows were milk'd, and long liv'd rp 
No mournful Voyces for their tender kad. 
Or Gods ador'd did cruel victims need. - 
Man of his Crimes had made himſelf atraid , 
When firſt to Heaven the Lamb and Kid were paid : - 

His board the Altar was where theſe were due, -— —- 
Whil&, but himſelf, no Houſhold-God he knew. 

Luſt has no bounds, nor avarice limit knows, 

Taught ſtill co want, as they too much propoſe ; 

Exceſs the Darling 1s. of frail mankinde, "> 7 
Though but the painted Peacock of the minde, 

Give me content, my reaſon calls me xich, 

Whil paſſion to no purpole feeds an Itch. 

Men for their thoughts may large Commiſſions chuſe, .- 
But ſtill their quantum is, how much they ulc ; 

Enough, deſerves the name of Nature's Featit, 

To which the wiſe invites himſelf her Gueſt. 

What's humbly good, let me think highly great 

Who Lives ſuthc'd, enjoys a large eſtate. 

Let Fortune and her Squint-ey'd merit pals 

Without a grudge when ſhe exalts an Als ; 

Or that his Pomp, the world (trikes dlinde with praiſe , 
To cheat the eyes that can ſuch Iduls raile. 

In Woods aud Fields my Mult can bid mz dream, 

And whiſper verlc where glides the Silver fiream : 
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Vle call it Nobleſt Idleneſs to'be 

Buſied with Natures ſtate expreſs d by thee : 
Her Courts are ever open unto all, 

And of her States-men none lament ther fall. 
Her Science beſt-Ambition does Invite z 
Shewing us ſteps that lead unto her height. 

O Contemplation {o Divinely great 

As are the a&s of Nature's high eſtate ! 
Whoſe Courts the Countreys ſolitudecan raiſe 
Above what Paraſites to Thrones can praile : 
Men beſt 'retir'd, her good with theirs may ſee , 
The world's not underſtood felicity : 

Who Rural bleflings wiſely make their own, 
Live ſo, at leaſt will pawn no Land in Town. 


D———— 
— 
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= The World. 
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Write not now for Bayes, nor would'I bring 
Theſe Verſe hke drones to buzze without a fling : - 
A Satyrs Lawrel nul(t have Pricks, 'and Briars, 
Some to fcratch Gowns, ſome Robes, or Silken tires, 
The world's Broad-back, although it do not ply , 
May feel ſome briny ftripes 1n Verſe do lyc. 
Satyrsare by Pernaſſus roughly taught 
To ſpeak their uſetu} Truths with plaineſt thought. 
From Woods and Mountains'they convey their Song, 
Unto mens tot abodes, and Citics throng, 
A bold and piercing Eye on what's amis , 
And moli does trown where Luxury does kiſs 3 
Which vice can moſt be tax'd in this our time, 
When every one is heightn'd by its crime. 
A Civil War, Plague, Fire, have had their coutſe, 


Yet none of theſt abate our Vices foxce. Can 


J 
Can men no ſurfeit ukeinbetardes; 
But muſt in War and Peace be equal mad ? 
Is*t not enough to think on Forty ane, 
And all thoſe miſceries were then begun ? :- 
Or what preceded that Leap-year of grace 
Which ſan@ified the Scotch-man's Oat-meal face ? 
How facred was the Northern Bag-pipe then, 
ReſembPd in our fnoching Pulpit-men : 
Till Independants wore the longeſt Sword-, 


And in their Caffock*d-buff did Preach the Word. 


*Twere Sin almoſt to mention what they did 1 
Would it might in' A#athema's be hid : 

' If fame no further curſe*that Zeal and Pride 
By which our beſt of Kings and Martyrs dy'd , 
His Subjeds ruine he could have forgiven, 


Had their revenge not gone with his to Heaven. 


Could Regicides at'Tybwrn not relent, 

And can we hope their living Secs repent ? 
What but ſuch Canting Zeal could ere deviſe 
To make its Impadence a Sacrifice? 
Cromwell may ſmile to'meet ſuch Imps'in hell, 
Did ſuit his miſchiefs, and his death excell. 

Or did they hope ſucceeding times might- be 
Pos'd to define bold guilt from Piety ?' 
Already, which is which but ſew diſcern, 

And teach poſterity new Creeds to learn. - 

So roundly yet the Presbyterians pray, 

As if they'd once more Cov*nant the Scotch way. 
In paſt time, Prick-car'd-Presbyters did ſhow 
Quaint Owen would not fo at Oxford go : 
Thus Prieſts of Pr;apus did Court the tair, 


When more than Cod-picce long they-wore their haits 
Moſt Sets have pay*d enough, their Z:al and Luſt , 


Miehe 


WhiP( Piety's rewatd' was Heaven tv truſt, 
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Might but our manners, (1t not zeal )'yet mend, 
And not like that from worſe to worle extend. 
The Moral light of rgaſon ſuch put out , 
Whom firſt Phanatick Meteors led about ; 
A giddy Luxury will have its grace , 
As well as that which keeps a liately pace. 
Thus Conventiclers by Intrigue can pray , 
WhiPf others raiſe amours another way. 
All will have modes that beft themſelves befit 
Vice were too dully form'd, that us'd no wit : 
Some muſt keep ſtate , whiPtt others ſolely trot 
With a Link-2oy, or Page, to hide their plot. 
A thouſ:nd wayes to falſe embrace men go 3 
As many arts {or thcirs can Women ſhew , 
When briisk to excrcilc tit vicious feat , | 
Which with {toln pleaſure Luft does beſt repeat. 
Such men, whoſe manners, moſt refuſe to truſty 
To Luxury aud Vige cunrinue jutt. 
What mighty ihame 15% to lm mare does prize - 
His vain delights , chan to be gvgg, or wiſe? 
Icavy none their kiſs, or foft embrace, 
Or wench that uſcth varniſh to;her face | 
No more than fuch whoic greafie mode*s to eat” | 
A Larded diſh, iniicad of wells ted meat ; 
Or that a gilting-ſhe keeps up her. price 
With Whoring tops, as Gameſters-lve by Dice. 
Others there are ( ſome tell) of Wit retin'd, 
Will Court 4 Girl ingenioully aflign'd ; 
No loathing gdo ſuch allignations make, 
Which by a pleating raillery they partake. 
How airy notion'd may w: judge all thoſe, 
When ſuch Mexrcurial leavings tume their Noſe ? 
Qr-15 it but the quaintnc{s ot our age, 
Th raiſe thence wit for our declinjog ſtage ? 

pf Where 
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| Where unwaſh'd nk  odtan may paſs, 
Like Acreſs1n her Poets Looking-glaſs, 
Nor can the witleſs Writer want a Muſe , 
Whil' moſt. of either Sex their turns will chuſe. 
But what is it to'me who have beſt writ , 
Or Tom Thumb's fiile, or Fack Straw's pals for Wit ? 
A Satyr's buſineſs is not to explore 
What Wit men have,. or how much they want more 3 
Its reprehenſions beſt on manners light , -* - + 
Lines muſt be Whips , if bad men they affright. 
.For outward parts and Wit a'many go, ' 
VVhil'ſt few good deeds or worth-of theirs men kbp. 
Vertue with Pageant-ſhows is darkn'd moſt,” 
Though for its fake Vice ſometimes is at coſt. | 
To praiſe good tfien, the bad will ſoon dy 
And with ſmooth fronts thus give themſelves the ye 
VVho has a friend, go ask him that does know," |'* ' 
Ot whether Apes and Monkeys have none to... ns 
The world's too airy now forſolid truſt; -- /- Ew 
Friendſhip muſt have its flips, as well as Liſt. 
Fancy Ajfres come from Heaven again, 
Or new Star ſeen without a;Tail or Main'; 
Some ſuch kinde cauſe may well-precede the' year 
V Vhen men. may ſafely truſt;and drink ſmall bears”? 
Our times God-wot are ſo transformed now; © 
That Flints and Pebbles muſt for Diamonds "I 
Be ſure take care how deep you view the heatt, ' E 
Left you a: Monſter tinde will make you ſtatt. 
Study the Moral wiſe Viyſes caught, He 
Youw'l prove the Centaure in man's Breaſt he ſought: 
Halt way a man in Vertue-would excel ; 
Now moſt all over beaſt are known too rY 
Long has been Vertue ſtarving:with her praiſe 4 , 
Few Body-politicks her Ezbicks raiſe, AY 
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The good have ever kept the longeſt Lent.,. 
Or mock'd, if they bid Luxury repent. 

To Preach down fin, is-more a uſe, or Trade : 

Too oft:with Pulpits Vice has Traffick made. 

O, that we could not ſay our Paths to Heaven 

Wexe: by gu Sacred guides trod more uneven ! 

Or that it wasnot made a:pious Cutle,- 

To, yigld ſagh ſapetGition to'the Purſe. 

But men are men, and ever will be ſo, 

Both Coats and Caſſocks can one infide-thow.: 

In ſpite of forms, manby himſelf is lin'd , - 
nd;in;alk Churches bave their motly kind- 

If Spiritual goodneſs ſomewhat over-weigh 

Our 'Temp'ral Crimes, who necd for more to. pray * - 
Much of xi& honefty were taxe on Heaven 3 

po hg ery'd content two Cato's her were given. 
Others (hex| Members) like the worlds prov'd juſt 
Unto their Int*refi, if not to their truſi,. 

Why ſhould we then complain that many now 

Byaſs themſelves unto the publick ſo ? 

Patriots enough:arc to be cheaply bought 3 

Or bluſh not if they ask before they are ſought. 

Men ppuſi-do ſomething to be more of note , 

Crirges We /oft p aid when Honcliy'*s forgot. .. 

All ages can't alike themſelves refine 3 

Some moliifor Vertue, | ſome for Riches ſhine. 

What) 50urs, Plc not affert, that were to bid 

My Mule, in ſuch courſe Lines as theſe be chid 3 

*Tis rude in Satyrs, if to. Courts they fray, 

With (uch ſoft leiſure they muſt fear to. play : 

Men of their Brain more wile eftects may ſhow, 

Than to ſe&nd Cenſure where they ought to bow. 

Shall 1 bglieve that giddily men feel 

Their weights, told fo by Tongues m—_ or reel-? , 
Who 


Who ſecks a place, or who for truſt is fit, 
Is too much the Impertinence of Wit : 

Or whether craft, or merit makes ſome great, 
Suits not our ſearch, if an Intrigue of State. 
To be well Lame or to think we areſo, 


Does beſt become us and our Prayers too. 

In Subje&s wiſe and modeki ſenſe is ſhown, 

When they ſubmit their cares unto the Throne ; 

For their ſakes Princes are with Rule. oppreſ5*d 3 

T* Obey's the eaſicſt part, if not the beſt: _ | 

Which thought well ponder'd,admiration brings, _ . - 
for 


That the World has not Crowns to ſpare for Kingys.. . 
May we bclievealt. thoſe who boldly tell 
They would amend what others do not well ? 

Or is't becauſe their Vertue is in pain, TAE 
Untill well humour*d,' or employ'd with gain ? : - 
Such Mountebanks enough Receipts proclaimz _- ; 
And mott men halt be they*d have them lame? .: 
But O,the bufic Politicks of theſe dayes! SR WT 
State-Counlel's no leſs centur'd than our Plays : 

Whence is't ſuch modern Prudence, does ariſe ?. | 
Can Antichriſtian-Coffee make more wiſs _ , . :4 .,; 
Than their Fore-fathers 3 ſoberly could think. - _ 
On States or Turkſþ Kings without their drink 3 _-., 
Good Beer and Beef with them could well agree , .-. .. 
Or tor Twelve pence had better Sack than we. - IE” 
Judicious men ought for ſuch times to pray, - 

No lefs than Poets, who have leaſt to pay. 
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of Change 'and Death. 


TJ Therm without Muſe, my thoughts can reach; 
My Soul and Nature do enough me teach | 
To know tmy end; *tis but Death's certain night 

To which Life's Tap-c muſt relign, its light. 

Man's breadth and kcight his B1dics ſhade gan ſhow 3 
Deathi's Metaphor attends onall wedo: 

Our reſt, and ſl-ep, nay Love's cſpous'd charms, 

Yield to the pale cmbrace of his cold. arms, 

His Sickle of the young a Harveſt makes, 

Or old, before their ſtrength Life*s ague ſhakes. 

'Tis Natures kindneſs , if our wrinckl'd brow 
Shews fiift the furrows of Death's ſecret Plough. 
Teaching our Souls'and Bodies to prepare 

For other being when disjoyned here : 

VVhere, man's long Love of Luxury and caſe 

Has Nature*s cure, as *tis her worſt Diſcaſc. 

How ready men.Supinely bad will-hope 

(Though undeſerv*d of Heaven) Life's longeſt ſcope : 
As if that Death, ſo bufie is withall 

Would Vice forget, or ſtill reprieve its fall. 
The greateft Monarchs ſpreading thoughts and might, 
Purſu'd by Death and Time, confeſs their flight. 
Could now great 7#l;us his paſt Conqueſts ſee, 

And no place his to ſeat his Majeſty 

Or Rome's Auguſtus to the world appear , 

And walk a fiately Lord of nothing here: 

low would they mourn their Empires early fall, 
Rais'd toaſpire till Nature's Funeral. 
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How muſt their greatneſs Lg, were to them read 

Their higheſt thoughts and deeds, their Etnpitedead, 

The Macedon with Ceſar now might weep, 

Not for more worlds, but this no power can keep: : 

Their mezneft Slave as well himſelf might bring. 

To Rome, or Babylon, and be their King, 

Man's glories here are like a Stages Scene, 

Beheld, but till the next does Intervene. 

If ſuch great acts of men their periods have , 

How ſoon tor others docs fame tinde a grave? 

So much ſhe Articles againſt men here , 

They ought not long to hope her future care. 

Man covers future fame himſelf to cheat , 

Death kills co him what meuit Life can Set. | 

Man's end has moſt complyabce from his will, 

VVhen ConſGgience keeps no black Records of ill : 

*Tis not the dark (like Children) that men fear, 

But lett their Tmpious deeds purſe them there. 

This certain Honour does by Death accrew, 

If when it comes ?tis bravcly welcom'd too. 

Death's mult is only mar*s fit time to end 3 

"Tis vain to wiſh it when it cart attend, 

Not our deſire or fear ihou!d it procure 3 

VVAio is on purpoſe Sick, deſerves no Cure. 

Heaven grant my cnd may ſo my ſoul comply, 

That Jleatt it fear it (elf when I muſi dye. J 
I could not forbear to annex unto this Contemplation 

the ſoft and Pathetick Verſe of Ovid, which fince rela- 

ting to Age that: walks almoſt hand in hand with 

Death, I tinde no leſs proper for my ſelf, than 

others. , , who have any long wiptance with Life. 
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Ho' 

Fam mibi deterior canis aſpergitur etas * [Spa 
amque meos vultus ruga ſenilis arat : Sal 
am vigor, Of quaſſe languent in corpore vires | Arc 


Nec Fmveni luſus que placuere Fuvant. 
Nee me fi ſubito videas cognoſcere poſſes 
fEtatis fadia eft tanta ruina mee, 
Confiteor, facere hoc annos, &c. 


IT think I could add another complaint of his Ape 4 


which could not but more tenderly concetn the Soul of 
ſo excellent a Poet. 


Imperus ille ſacer, qui vatum pettors nutrit , = 
Oui prime in nobiz efſe ſolebat, abeſt. -_ 
- | i LT 
N 
In Spheram Archimedes : Tranſlated out 
| B 
Wi?" Fove this Chryſta]l Sphear did firſt behold , 
He ſmild, and to Olympus Court thus told : V 
Can Mortal powers arrive unto this height , 
That we ſhould take in Humane art Delight ? 1 
Th mov'ment which our Heaven does ſhow, 
This Syracuſian wonder tells below : 
Each various order of our Starry Sphear, | 1 
His ſhinipg Globe Epitomizcth there, THE , 


The Sun's bright eye there ſees his dayes and years 
And what a yarious brow his Phebe wears, 


How 
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How was this Artiſt —_ 21 Globe to make, : !. 
Spang!'d with Stars like ours, their Progreſs take, 
Salmoneas may his feigned Thunder boalt , 
Archimedes Skill Heaven's power reſembleth moſt, 


Of Time : A Pindaricque Ode, jak 


Ft great of Natuxe thqu muſt ſurely be , 
Yet never from her Wombdid' ſpring 3 

Thou wert full grown ſoon as the world; and ſhe 
Waiting to ſpread thy Immaterial wing, 

| And fide by fide with ber to move, 
Before ſhe would her (elf improve. 

Of thee, ſhe Mathematick Counſel took, 
E're ſhe ſet torward to purſue 

The mighty meaſures inher Book, 
Or did one a& of wonder do-; 

Nor had men known without thy night and day; 
Whether Nature'did tor ever work or play. 


Toall things clfc ſhe Life and Bodies gave, 

But thou her Incorporeal Childe 
Mytteriouſly muſt neither have, 

WhiPf Death,her every individuals Grave, . . - 
Of nothing but thy (elf*s beguil'd 3 

That wich her thou might*it live to ſee © + 
Thy life continue her Eteraity. 


Through all Horizons of FR Univerſe , 
Thou dolſt at once thy wondrous (elf diſperſe ; 
. Each Star his Circle by thy Rule does guide. 
Nay, who can chuſe but think , : 
*Should'ſi thou ſtand Bill, or ſtep aſide , Buf 


[64] 

But that the:Sun would how his Zodiack too , 
And bid his bounteous Eye for ſorrow wink , 

If for the worlds ſake he no more might know , 


The bleſſing of his Dayes and Hours, (flowers ? 
And ſee his Heaven on Earth, in Spring and Summer- 


| q* 
Go far above our Reaſons ſearch thou art, 
That all the Idea of thy ſelf men frame, 
Does like ſome mighty nothing ſeem : 
Thou motion guid*ſt, and yet'no motion art , 
Thy being, yet, thou never did*ſt impart 
So much as in aſpiring Pocts dream. 
Their bulie Pencils can't thy figure take. 
Thou ſteaPt away, both as we fleep and wake, 
Yet thy flight never was too {wift, or flow, 
In Heaven, or Earth, one Minute's ſpace 3 
Thy unerring Dyals under ground cango 4 
Thy filent feet *twixt Lite and Death ftill-trace ; 
Keeping account how both Live and Deceaſc ; 
Which contraries ſo far agree, 
That Life and Death alike converſions be 
Of thine and Nature*s living equally. 


VVhen learned alas Cacch thy Rolls, 

They Ages finde,but can't th y Age compute 3 
From thy Epocha early chou ſet'ſt out, 

E”re man could read his being in thy Scrolls : 

VVhiPR he laments thy too protound negled , 
Since he might have from thee more ſurely known 

Vo did thy being and his own effec 3 

| ether God's fiat man produc'd of clay, 

Or that he ſtarted out of Earth ſome unknown way, 

V Vhich Nature by deſign, or chance does ovvne 
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[55] 
6. 
Froin what ſtupendious center firſt was taok 

The point trom whence began tHy mighty round? 
No Line or Character, in Nature's Book, 

Does ſhew us where thy {ef is found: 
No more than how this world, alas; 

To our fenle firſt produced was 3 
Or whence light did proczed to be 

Guided by the Sun and thee, 
When thy Clocks told the world *twas day, 

Before he durſt the morning wake, 
Or wiſely could dire his way : 

Who, then of men, his height did take, 
Or ſaw his ſteeds their flaming ſteps firſt make ? 


We uſe thee moſt of thingd, yet know thee not 3 
 Thoufecm'fi tous, to have thy ſelf forgot z 
Yet beſt of taculties in the Worlds gteat >0ul , 
Whoſe Mcmory does fr ſurmou:.: 
All, but thine - #4 Account, 
The ſum of that vaſt *rc!cs tquate, 
Which cannot b: computed here, 
Unleſs our mealurcs ſcale that end!z(s Rule 
That's more eternal thai the world is old, 
To moſt Prophetick &calon never yet was told: 


On former Poets. 


ff [harp Death's pale Scepter men obey , 
Their written Wit does laſt decay ; 
Surviving that refifile(s fate 
Does Soul and Body ſeparate 3 

F 
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And of all mortal ads we lee, 
Comes neareſt Immortality. 
Thus, Fobnſon's Wit we ftill admire , 
With Beaumont, Fletcher"s laſting fire ; 
And mighty Shakeſpear's nimble vein, 
Whole haſte we only now complain. 
His Muſe fixit poſt was fain ta go, 


That firſt from him we Plays might know. 
' Thoughin each Muſe of theirs we finde 


VYhat's now above all humane kinde : 
Our greateſt Wit is to allow 

We cannot write as they could do 3 
Which time ſucceeding proyes ſo good , 
That *tis not yet well underſtood : 

As if it were our fate to be 

In Wits perpetual Infancy. 

Strong plots like theirs we can't diſgeſt , 
But like to Children think that beſi 
Which trifles with our appetite, 

And judge as ill as now we write. 


Though long our Story boaſts great Kings, 


Not every Raign good Poet ings : 
Nature is pleas'd not to permit 
A propagation of their ,Wit, 


. Conkcſſing, that her mighty ſtore 


Is not fo rich as *twas before. 
Poets are Prodigies of men , 
And ſuch ſhe gives but now and then. 
To Gyant-Wit 'tis ooly given ._ 
T*aſpire unto the Muſes | "La : 

If fo infpir'd had been the bold, 

We read Olympus ſtorm'd of old, 

Fore would have lay'd his Thunder by, 
And welconyv'd their Society. _. * 


# * 


r m 
F 4” 


www” ir! - tx _— > A a a 


_ 


of , US  *o 


Oo: ER _vþ WO rem ug ie 1 oETIEAS CT oe "I YL PSIT 


[9] 
To his Muſe. 


| Rs my Muſe thou haſt play'd, 'tis time to reſt; 
Now I grow old, thou art paſt, or at thy beſt ; 
Thy Wit (like Beauty) moſt ſhould Youth infpires 
With me thou may'ſt take cold by thy own fire. 
Too much thy Gameſome thoughts I have obey'd, 
Too tart for ſome thy Salt my Verſe has made. 
What Beauty will be Charm'd with what I ſay, 
Or write of Love, if it's no Part I play ? 
Naſo's ſoft Arts his fair Corinna knew, 
And what he Sung, *cis thought did praGtiſe too. 
Fbalia blaſheth moſt in woods to,fing, ' * 
When Poets from her Veiſe receive no ſpring, 
Terficore Heroickly does hate 
The loftieft Muſe that Love Invites tao late. 
Here pauſing, thus to me my Mufe begun, 
Would'ſt thou be peeviſh with my cheerful Song, 
| On which the youthful will beſtow a ſmile, 
And to this txoward Age commend thy toyle, 
© Thy Salt may pleaſe th' Ingenious Criticks taſte , 
. And ſleight th* unſcaſon'd jeers which others waſte. 
It not enough I da rejoyce thy Song, , 
And call thy Love and Verſe for ever young ? 
My Bays to future time appear molt green, 
When nought of Pocts but their Souls arc (cen : 
| My pleating charms the ſerious entertain, 
Apd in(the Aged youthful Wit maintain. - 
From my Records men b«<ſt their manners read 
| The Comick good which now the Stage does necd, 
Waſte not thy (elf, or make more tedious Night 
With high and laboux'd Songs 3 I can delight | The 
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The ſmooth-writ Elegy, or ſhort way , 

The witty Martial with the world did play : ns 
Rome's Empire*s greatneſs, and its crimes are known 
Fromthat full ſenſe, his nimble Line*s have ſhown 

The Muſes value all proportions fit , 

And what's call'd little, may have much of V Vit; 
She ended thus, and next preſents my Pen, 

VVhich if I finde inſpir'd, Fil write agen. 
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d Thank Heaven that I have 
WE 110. == taken ſo far leave of my Mute, 
- as to come from Verſe to 
Ze bro, which I. take to be. 
75 omewhat a better way © 
SE ERS Writing plain Ezg/; Faw. 
I 6nd I can cramp Words as 
well as another, or leaye a Line with a foot, gr 
two of ſenſe more than it needs; and beſides 
that, I have as many fo s and do's, prove's and 
Jove's, with ſuch other neceſſary Implements, E 
the beſt Toner of them all. There's ncthng that 
I find our Language fo plentifully affords,or that 
falls on my pate with ſo little invocation of my 
ſenſe, as Rhime does 3 TI find it fattens the moſt 
thin and barren parts of Pernaſzs ,, as much, in 
faſhion with ſome. Wits, as a larded Chick or 
Partridge. In my younger time I have been 
delighted with a Ballad for its fake; and 'twas 
- tetito one but my Muſe an4 TIT had fo ſet up firſt : 
A nay, 
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[2] 
nay, I had almoſt thought , that Queen Dzdo 
Sung that way,was ſome ornament-to the Pen of 
Virgil. Iwas then a trifler with the Lute and 
Fiddle, and perhaps being Muſical, might have 
been willing that words ſhould have their Tones, 
Uniſons, Concords, and D1apaſons, in order to 
a Poetical Gamputh. I can tcll you, it was 
ſome years before I could well diſtinguiſh ſound 
and ſenſe, by turning of a Rhiming word in a 
Verlſe,into as good or a better in Prole. I thought 
it too Sacred to come to that touch : I dare now 
try it by my ſenſe, and not ſcan it altogether by 
my Ear and Fingers, if I am not overgguch 
charm'd with ſuch Muſick made by others.Wdo 
not therefore exempt my Treble or Baſe, or 
any Muſe that dares walk in Bells inſtead of] 
Buskins : or when I would be merry , muſt 1 
receive a Sock that's ſmooth'd with Greaſe , 1n- 
fead of Oyl, and fo liquor my cheeks with a 
{mile accordingly? I cannot fo far ſubmit to the 
common places of Wit now in faſhion ; burtlet it 
' £o, I have enough to anſwer for what concerns 
- me; on which account, if any ſcold at my Muſe, 
' let her wrangle again as well as ſhe can, ſo Ido 
- not afliſt her quarrel. I am now going into 
- Proſe, to which it ſeem'd reaſonable , not to 
commit my ſenſe without ſome Apology. 
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[Þ ſhould b: the propriety of Vertuey bur I 


- way. Others there arethat c 
- they arrive to eſtimation, 10 


2 do not find that this Logick fits generally the 
School of the world ; in ſtead 'of 50h e% ſemper, 
it 1s ſeldom to be found '1n 1ts true place and 
predicament. There1s nathing that has ſuchan 
Excentrique to men, or runs fo byaſted; as their 
eſteem ; He that makes not the world his Friend, 
(or Bawd) will have little Trade tor his merit ; 
and that is the teaſon that ſome. ſer up for rhem- 
ſelves fo plauſibly. One 'would' wonder; how 
they came; where we find them; Kid not Fatne 
an Art to go forward with men , though the 
place her Trunipet the wrong way : there 18 
wind enough in the world to ſerve her turn, and 
ſhe employes it accordingly. How many have 
I known that have vain repute of Wit, Judge- 
ment, good Nature, Honeſty, (marry ; ani 
carry it too with a face accordingly) when the 
contrary of theſe has been Pa ChargQer ? 
They can walk with Vertut as our Antipo e540 
with us, yet ſeem to bthotd Heaven |the, fame 
O not. how trfeanly 
hey havett:: they 


'-an Court this man to call ther witty, | 
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iscal[thert koneſt 5 they wilt fubmirto cringe; 
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and ſneak for it , take it for Alms, or any way ; 
{o They have their bauble of applauſe, they are 
ſatisfFed. Though the world be liquoriſh enough 
to ſivallow miſtakes and follies, as being 
- to,yuJgar apprehenſions welcome Novelties, It 
' 6 ng. ſmall grievance to the ingenious and 
candid; that know how to fit their taſtes better ; 
"their diſadvantage only 1s, that the undeſerving 
will ſtill have moſt followers, whileſt the wiſer 
. and honeſter muſt be contented to bring up a 
thin rear of merit, as well as they can : However 
' they have this to comfort them, that if they wait 
Jong behind, theireſtecm will be more elevated 
whealoever it takes place. I confeſs, Honour, 
Riches, Fortune will operate 3 but we know 
| What heads it makes giddy ; gild it how wecan, 

theteis no Paganiſm E barbarous to reaſon , as 
the Tdol of a Fool. 
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: Jax call it a Jewel, which the. Soul of one 

| | mandepoſites in anothers ; and it ſhould be 

..prefer'd with as high a care: whatever its value 

e, not only the. betraying what, concerns our 

. repute , . or eſtate is a breach; but even the.lcaſt 

"9p 9; onght a violation and injury if 
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char god on our confidence. How contrary 1 is "the" 
worlds courſe ! Men hardly” "converſe wit OUR 
well warding of their words, as if it 6 
neceſſary their thoughts ſhould paſs from ons 
another in Armour : no caution j# Cie th. 
prevent miſtakes,cavils,miſ-repotts:our Friends, 
Viſitants , Servants muſt be lufpe&ed , and all. 
little enough too. There 1s Ks. 2:4 mores 
worthy of the Soul of man, than that men live 
ſo unhappy, as to be diffident of one another ; a 
blemiſh to man's being,  that-wall hardly admit 
a Cure. We need not truſt all, and we waſt truſt 


ſome , . and bein their power to deceive NT - 2 


If there were no.Devil, a falle man does 
well ſapply his Office, he does all in”. this 
he can wiſh,” but damning « of Us :.or  nidy/1 be' 
reſembled to the Plague , aponhicy the bets 
preſcrvation 18, 'to be as faf off git, as ON can. 
If he be cunning , -he does it more imp ouſly 
though perhaps more covertly. : And: Tel [hive 
known ſome that have been made” up of a "(jalt- 
ſtock of impudence, or what | ſignifies ' Urtle® 
more than meer deccit and lying, have made 
notwithſtanding a pretty good | ſhuffle tithe. 
world, even with fach as might-well underſtand” 
them, but will ſuffer themſelves" to bs milled,” 
He that ſees ſuch'a man in a Noofe, of which he. 
1s able to forewarn himſelf,” does le defrtve, 
pitry. [ would beas far from admitting 1 teas 
A 3 "cherous 


[6 ] 

cherous man to my converiatiq2 , as to my 
friendſhy z in the belt ſcale, 1t were to have toq 

great a miliarity with the worſt, and meaneſt 
* Vices. I can truſt my Dog, or Hor ſe, becauſe 
they. haye neither thought or ſpeech to my Pre- 
judicez and what a ſhame is it to humanity, ta 
have more miſchief both in their Souls and 


Ton Igues ? 
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r He advancement of the Wiſe and Ver- 
2 tuous,is the happincfs and glory of a peo- 
ple; jt is diffuſive with Governments, and 
ſpreads. their greatnzls. Men muſt be under 
Pawer , and Laws, and can reaſonably ask no 
more, than to be honourably governed. But 
do Princes and States what they can, 1t will not 
always beſo : let them ſhuffle the Cards as well 
as they way, Fortune will turn up ſometimes her 
own Frumps 3 which makes ſome men not more 
a wonder to the world than themſelves, in their 
felicity © plpiring. It was a very remarkable 
pallage ina Miniſter of Lewis the Eleventh. of 
Frqnce, who fading himſelf beygnd his expe- 
Aation great , ſaid, that he would give for an 


Emblem of his Elevatio: 1 his Figure ſtanding 
on. 
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on Fortunes Wheel. The King underſtanding his 
conceit (and whether difpleaſed with the Vani- 


ty, or refolv'd toremove him) reply'd, that he 


had beſt faſt?n the wheel he talk'd on with a 
ſtrong pegg, leſt it kept turning 3 which he ſon, 
proved by his enſuing fall. There is a circling 
downward, thongh moſt unexpeCed, by thoſe 
that would only conſider themſelves in the Me- 
ridian of their greataeſs , forgetting that a ce- 
ſcent may be as near their height , as their frſt 
riſing was to ther Zenith. A Semicircle on the 
Globe does ſufficiently reſemble it, though ha!f 
a dayes journey of the Sun. Cicero relates of 
Marias the Romtan, that he was one of the moſt 
fortunate ofmen whilſt great; and in adverſity 
no leſs to be admired 3 upon which occaſion he 
adds a little after this excellent precept , Nero 
on poteſt beatiſſtmmm eſſe, qui eſt totus apts ex 
ſeſe, quique in ſe uno ſua ponit omniaz but h2 
that depends upon the will of man, or Fortune, 
muſt expect, or at leaſt ſhould be content with 
their varieties : A thought that 1s.t99 great a 
ſtranger to the ambitious. The, Palmilt ſayes, 
That man being in honour, has no underſtanding, 
(I ſuppoſe meant of its vain inducemeut that 
renders him. forgetful of what he was, by 
what he 15)a carriage ſo frequent with the wortd, 
as if men had reſolved on a ſecret Att of Obli- 
vion relating to- their own exaltations , and 

A 4 neglect 


[8] 
negle& of their Friends. How ſcornfully cay 
they behold their paſt Obligers! as if they mr: ( 
needs act the Ape, which Skipping from bought 
t9 bough, turns his tail towards you , when at 
the top : Or that men were to take notice they 
were grown now too big for their merit , they 
may ask and be denyed too ; it being {cldome 
obſeryed,' that ſuch as can forget to do hand- 
ſomly of themſelves, will do. any thing worthy 
when they come to be remembred ; the Office or 
Preferment does fo, far alter the ingenuity and 


worth of their perſons ; but how {curvily will 


ſuch behold themſelyes in the opinion of men ? 
If they flip from their height , or would be 
beholding £ others, (not ſeldom the fate of ſuch 
Afcenders) let reatneſs be as well bred as it can 
he, we may I. rye the Evil manners of Ingra- 
titude too often accompany its aſpiring) it is 
a Weed that grows too commonly with the 
proſperity and flowers of a Court, or State, 


and fo ditfu{ive unto meaner conditions of life. 


Rome had it bitterly enough, both the time ofher 
State, and Monarchy, as may be ſeen by many 
examples : : And I judge, that in order to pub- 
fique affairs, (ifat all) it is moſt allowable, be- 
cauſe it ſometimes ceaſes, or preycnts tac 
ambition of a well- deſerving merit , where if it 
canuot be fafcly rewarded, there may be ſecu- 
rity in laying it alide, How odious mult this 
vice 
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yic2 bo as to every private man, when nothing 
can palliate it ina Prince, or State, but common 
pre/ervation 2 The Subordinates of power, -are 
very often ſo unacceſlarily infected with -this 
vice, that when they are got high enough ; for 
the moſt part they remove the ſteps and inſtru- 
ments of their preferment to ſome diſgrace if 

ofiblez as if there could no fair quarter be _ 
xa with any, on principles of greatneſs. But me 
let them keep their Stations as well as they can, 
[am like to continue in mine, I hope with better ---, 
fatisfattion, than ta depend on any improvement |..,,. 
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of my condition by their favours.He that aſcends) fon 
a Hill by a path of Ice, is in ſome danger of a --/ 


precipitate fliding backwards, and. the moſt 
perillous when nearelt the top : and ſuch are not 


{}ldom the lubricities and ruine of greatneſs. It 


is well hinted by Sexcca the Tragedian , in this 
expreſſion , £14 fragili loco Jr ſuperbi ! 
aud in-another place he calls it , Aule.calmine 
lubrico, which is ſomewhat more particular. 
The world is full of quarrelling at preferment, 
by reaſon more defire it, than deſerve it : And 


as merit is ſtill the glory ofa few, ſoit'is, gene-- 


rally plac'd ia ſuch, who are beſt content with 
4 _— of their deſervingsz men not alwayes 
to 


found in the concourle and Road of 


Courts, and conſequently; more readily paſfs'd 


| over ,, or left to a ſolitary-.injoyment of thezr 
worths 
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worth. Though Princes are in reaſon the beſt 
obſervers of mn, (as experiencing the abilities 
of many by their ſeveral Implayments)yet would 
they take care to fin ſe out apt and worthy ca- 
pacities , as well as limit their Obſervations to 
ſuch only within their eye and buſineſs , their | 
affairs might perhaps b2 no leſs acceprably dil- | 
charged : but this were to make the 'world too Fi 
happy,and Monarchs more curious 1n the choice 
of their inſtruments, than they judge they have 
occaſion to bz. On the other ſide, there are men 
that at firſt will ſeem to act nothing but what 
ſhall deſerve the favour of a popular breath ; 
they will not by any means allow themſelves to 
do well, withont that kind of oftentation and 
glory; their merit muſt be ſet to ſhew, it not 
to Sale: to be good unſeen, 18 not enough : or 
rather than fail , they will thraſt themſelves on 
the world and buſineſs; they will Intrigue, 
Cabal, create their Partifans and Factions, until 
taken off and ſweetned by ſome convenient 
advancement. Of theſe there are many remar- 
kable, (and I ſuppoſe none of our beſt Patriots) 
but the miſchief 1s, that when they have their 
ends, they very often render themſelves worle a 
contrary way : though when the Vizard is taken 
off, it is ſome wolkr it they be not aſham'd 
of their own faces. Doubtleſs the moſt commen- 
dableambition 1s, to refuſe Ambition 3 but this 
| 1s 


xr) 
s fuch a Phoenix: of worth, as 1s ſeldome ob- 
; Kerveable in Mankind. IF I were asked whether 
he Publick does at any time wiſely , 1n turning 

the Byaſs that guides the Actions of ſuch to its 

> more regular imploying their abilitics,I conceive 
* fit may beanſivercd affirmatively ; not only as it 
- þs more gracious and eafte to win men by the ob- 
) Pigation of favours, but that by this means the 
ength of faftion is weakned with more facility, 
and 1ts Abettors rendred more diſabled, if not 
deſpicable in the ſenſe of their buſte admirers , 
han by any ſeverity can be made ule of; the 
laſt adding the reputation of ſufferatce, whereas 
the firſt. produces a. certain neglect , if not their 
contempt on all ſides. But theſe are Politicks 
above the ordinary .drift of an Eſſay, and fo 
we'll leave them. There 1s a pretty kind of 
humour obſerveable in many, which 1s, to be 
ſure to diſlike or decline their precedent good 
opinion they had of any, in caſe the publick 
thinks fit to prefer them to management of 
things ; they muſt then be no longer good Com- |, 
mon-wealths men, but are immediately cryed 
down as men loſt,or profitably with-drawn from 
all publick good whatſoever. This humourT 
concetve 1s more to be obſerved in the Engliſh, 
than in moſt Nations; as if it were neceſlary to 
be peeviſhat the Aftions of their Prince, or that 
ſuch he thinks fit toemploy, could not be good 
3% A 


ny _ Comuueno cacao mac 


£047 


= 
in his opinion, and theirs together. But let theſe 
know , that the ſcattering of ſuch conceptions ,, 
can have only growth from the Seminarics ,of | 
Fattion , and ought {© to be eſteemed, if not. 
otherwiſe puniſhed, Particular men have little 
more to do with Governments and their Mini- 
ſters, than to be rul'd by them 3 at lea{t it is their 
duty to diſpenſe with their failings. To hear'a 
man, whoſe greateſt knowledge lyes in - the bu- 
ſinefs of a Fair or Market, undertake. to judge | 
capricioully of affairs of State ; cantthere beany, 

thing more ridiculous? and yet there is nothing 
more commonly diſcuſſed, even by the meaneſt 
apprehenſions. Tf men were as ſtridly inqui- 
fitrve of the management of their private con- 
.cerns, they would * leſs partially . blame any 
miſcarriages of the Publick, ſince moſt want due 
care and conduct in things of particular and 
ſmall importance. In ſum, what a wiſe man 
cannot commend 1n ſuch as are lawfully ſet over 
him, he will finde his diſcretion and modefty 
enough obliged to grant them his pardon, 
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, Mathematichs, 


| Þ mp Science is the glory of Man's./ 
Soul, b:cauſe it, ofall other, gives reaſon 
| the 
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thohigheft perfeftion : and doubtleſs men are 


molt Supcrlatively obliged to Mathernatical Arts 
for ſoelevated and refined an underſtanding 3 it 
| brings us to the greateſt certainty we can arrive 


to, both ot Sublunary and Celeſtial beings and 
operatiqns : it has {© much todo with Heaven, - 
that if any knowledge was moſt immediately 
given to man from God, it was moſt probably 
this : It docs umnmaterially, as I may lay , ex- 
preſs and abſtra& its operations from things, 


and yet delivers them no leſs fally to our con- 


| 


L 


- 
Py 


ba 


ceptions; which mult, be granted a kinde 'of 
Supernatural manner of thought ; ut no.ſmall 
meaſure applicablg to the Divine and Spiritnal 
being of God. . Who . can but admire that a 
Point, a Line, a Superfteies, ſhould fo exattly 
terminate all commenſurable magnitudes ,” and 
yet all the(c but meer 74ea's or Notions of mea- 
ſure; for if they were quantitative, they would 

e part of what they meaſure, which were very 
erroneous to admit. Exclide asks no more, than 
a reaſonable condefcention 'to the afore-men- 
tioned Poſtulate's.to raife the admired Structure 


| of his Fiftcen Books.; I wiſh that all ſupernatural 


and infallible. pretences had, as much demonſtra- 
tion, or impos'd no.more on. the conceliions; of 
reaſon. Beſides, there is in no {mall meaſure a-pre- 


þ ſcience in Mathemartical operations: let. a man 


wondertul certainty 
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Univerſe, conſiſted chiefly in a Divine difpe 


believe but there was more true ſenſe in Exrclid 


advance his Wit; it riinkitl; above all other't 


[14] 
in- the works of Arithmetick , the Rules df 
Falſe Poſition, the Solutions and Equations qt 
Algebra; which, (from as it were a Supernating | 
manner of working ,) findes without error tt 
truth required : And he will ſoon grant th 
Science to be more perfect and ſublime, than : 
other humane knowledge : And I doubt nc 
but it was for this reaſon, that Plato was induc' 
to believe; that the Harmony and order of t 


ſition of number and motion. I could neve 


nod erat demonſtrandum, than is to be founſ 
inall the Tears, Propoſitions ;- and Syllogiſn 
that ſtuff up the reaſon of the Schools 3 beca 
they are ſubject to the fallacy of a Pedant, t 
whom the other in three words gives Law. 
Arithmetick has many Excellencies , ſo Gec 
metry has ſomewhat more : wherefore I cannc 
but commend - Pythagoras for his making 
famous an oblation to Heaven , for being 
divinely inſpired, as to finde out the untexpre 
ſible power 'of Lines, in aRectangle Triang 
mentioned in the- Forty ſeventh Propoſition 
the firſt Book of Exclide ; and perhaps there 
not any thing more admirable and uſeful in an : 
Mathematical demonſtration Tf this Sctengq,t 
does eleyate- mans knowledpe ; it does no-lq.c 
q 4 
faq. 
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s d fancy Solid and Large. Virgil well 'perceived 
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this, who, more than all Poets was Mathematical 


| Learn 'd, as may be ſcen m many parts of him, 
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aid. 


but moſt eſpecially in his inimitable Georgicks - 

which is enough to ſhew what Ornaments this 
Science gives to the highelt produCtions of Wit, 
Some things are handled in this Science with 
ſuch a laboured and needleſs curioſity, that if 
done what is required , it ſignifies not much to 
the pradtice and advance of this moſt excellent 
knowledge. Hither might be referred ſome trite 
and impertinent operations in Algebra. As on 
the other ſide, that bigh and noble endeavour 
of ſquaring the Circle, is very commendable , 
becauſe were the Demonſtration agreed on , it 
would furniſh us with means to aſcertain the 


proportion betwixt a ſtraight and a circular 


Line, which were exceeding uſeful. And here I 
cannot but commend the vw -orthy endeayours of 


| Mr. Hobbes, who, ſay what his DetraCtors 
| pleaſe, has come nearer 1t by a Geometrical way, 
4 or per loca plana, as Mathematicians ſpeak, than 


any that have yet attempted it. Beſides the 
many uſes and perfeCtions appropriate to Ma- 
thematical Arts , theres not any ſtudy that has 
added like this, ſo laſting an Honour, even 
.to-thegreateſt Kings and Emperors.; how famous 
| does Ptolomy continue with time, forhis elabo-, 
Fate andextraordinary depth i in this kiade. of 


Learning ! 


Ws [16] OS 
Learning ! in like manner 4/phorſo King of 
Caftile had not liv'd at this day ſo memorable, 
were it not for his Aſtronomical works : not to 
reckon tle many Ancient Philoſophers , with 
other of late and excellent repute, ſuch as Coper- 
nicis , Regiomontan#s, Kepler , Tycho, who9 
added no ſmall perfeftion to this excellent 
Science. I dare affirm, that amongſt the great 
Acts of Falizs* Ceſar , there is* nothing can 
balance the ever-remaininig glory of his reGi- 
fying the annual account; infomuch that the 
world at this day 1s beholding to his care fot 
amore true Computation of time, than was 
known before : and I conceive that the late 
Gregorian account, 1s not to be preferred be- 
fore it, notwithſtanding ſome undertake to 
aſſert the contrary. But Inecd not farther in- 
ſtance the Encomiums of Mathematical know- 
ledge, fince this Science cannot want praiſe, 
that is of ſuch extraordinary abilities to prove 
its worth. 
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Praife. 


| E are far more that ſeek for praiſe, than 
really deſerve it : the moſt irregular ſort 


ofmen,-would have inithcir kinde an Applauſe,] 
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as well as the truely meriting eſteem ; Fane 
being a Miſtreſs that has a rabble of followers,and 
ſhe debauches them accordinply*: ſhe is ſerved 
by ſo many oppoſite Gomplexions, that her liſts 
are endleſs : there are few men { reſerved or 
ſerious, that will not ſhew their Gallantries tv 
this Miſtreſs; or any ſo inconfſiderate, or {tupi4 . 
but will get as near as they may, the Vari of 
praiſe z If y cannot own the Honour of 
merit, they will (rather than be left out) be as 
eminent as they can for their vice or follics : 
Thus Clardizs Cefar, though 4 very Bectle- 
brow'd Emperor, could ſtand upon the hoon? 
of a contemptible Triumph; another muſt needs 
play the Fool, ſo far as to Counterfeit Thunder, 
that he might be admired as a God on carth., It 
is well for the vain-glory of ſuck Pririces , that 


they can command and oblige Flatterers;though 


it be pernicious to their vices, that few dare 
laugh them out of countenance. What a Foo! 
does, 1s no wonder, becauſe his ations are the 
effects of folly : But how 1idely ſuch as would. 
be thought the Grandees of the world in a!! 
capacities, for the moſt part,do carry themſelves 
in order to their eſteem, deferves more admira- 
tion and pity : Conſider them on the plautible 
account of Wit or Honour , and it 1s calic t:» 
obſerye, how fantaſtically they itch after com- 


 mendation, or invite it to them, I have knovr.: 
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not afew that would be content to blaze their 
wit and atchievements, with ſo confident a 
yanity,either asrelated by themſelves or others, 
that it has put amodeſt ſtander by to a bluſh for 
their ſakes : Nay, this is not enough-neither 3 
they muſt have their Partiſans , their Factions, 
their Detcnders, that will undertake to argue 
all others out of countenance that ſmile at their 
fallies ; and indeed ingenuity, and honour (to 
the ſhame of this Age) does not ſeldom deſcend 
ſo low, as to ſeem beholding in great part to 
others, for its repute, as if the worth of either 
was too much doubted to depend on merit 
alone. We have ſcarce a Poet that dares ven- 
ture aPlay, but he. firſt beſpeaks his Cabal, 
though there be nothing that makes his Wit 
more ridiculous : nor a man of Honour that can 
ſafely undertake a Service for his King and Coun- 
trey , if not beforchand with Sion I need 
- not mention how much the emulation and pre- 
zudices of this kind have , and may redound to 
our publick detriment. I read of few ancient 
Worthies that ever made ſuch proviſion for their 
praiſe, -at lea{t, were ſomewhat farther off from 
giving it themſalves. Ionly finde 4#;bal once 
{175 extravagant, and that rather provoked by the 
ci{courle and interrogation of Scipio, at that ſo 
famous interview mentioned by Hiſtorians, who 
asking him whom he thought the greateſt Cap- 

| tain, 
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tain, he anſwered, dlenander: and who Def 3 
ayes Scipio; he replyed Pyrrhus King of Epirsy 5 
bein futthet Jeidan ed how he Jo oy. 
thifd beſt, the Carthaginign named him(alt; to 

' Wifich;the Noble and Magnanimons. Scipzo ay 
no And What wouldſt thou. haye: thought 
*At:iba!, hadNt thou overcame we? Why then; 
"Fiyts the other , I would have. judged my ſelf 
Je An example very remarkable. -lince 
- Aanibal got (o little by praiſing himſelf , that 
'he'was forced tq beſtow on his modeſt Enemy 
the'moſt Superlour commendation ,- both- in 
"*6pUt ofhirſelf, and thole famous Captains he 
hadio honourably mentioned. It has been yell 

" etough obſerv'd , that, few men ever got by 
ſpeaking of therdſelves in any. kind ; if to diſ= 
-commendati0n,4 man in that caſe teſtifies againſt 
"Hirfelf; if to PAC, h6 ſets himſelf farther back- 
ward in the opmion of the modeſt and dilcteet : 
wherefore of all things men ſhould leaſt have to 
-do with their Encomiums , but leave them to 
the poo! opinion of the 'world. A Collateral 
"praiſe does vety often advance eſteerti 3 and the 
-more, when it ſeems leaſt particular 5 wherefore 
-T cannot bur admire the pertinent and ſublime 
- Panegyrick that Juv#:4/ beſtows on the Ver- 
-tues of the two Cato's in theſe few words, Tertias 
"Þ clo cecidit Cato. He nantes neither al , 
« yet does more than _ the eſteent _ 
2 y 


[29] 

by ſuppoſing that to equal their Excellencies by 
-athird Cato, muſt be the immediate a& of Hea- 
veit. But as we have few Cato's in theſe dayes, 
ſo I believe the moſt of our Fame-mongers, are 
not ſo mternally'partial to their deſerts; as to 
expet like praifes, if we had Poets n9 lefs.able 


ive.it them than Juveral,. Abovc.ull, Lam 
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moſt 2Koniſhed at ſuch,thit for the molt exccrs» 


ble Wickedneſſes would alpirg to: Tegilhed 
by Fame. We may remember that Sco1was. bald 
enough to pretend as highly, even for the, horrid 
' Murder of the lateKing; and I judge the Jike of 
" Oltver's Tra terdul Uſhapation , Fit how | 
men fhonld hope to be. of propitious repute with 
poſterity, when'beheld fo ſowrel by their An- 
ceſtors, may be enrolled amongſt the Vanities 
andTnjpietics of the wicked ; Or perhaps. 1t 1s 
 thepolicy of ſich (Who having, no-better way 
to credit their Villanies) will; giye them.a kid 
of confident, glory, or unrelentancy of their 
fact,” as was obſerved in moſt of thoſe that ſuf- 
fered for the late Kitg's death.. Afluredly. thee 
is nothing moretidicuſqus, -than for ill mep.to 
expect future renown; a preſent, hand of POWwEr 
nay ſomewhat curb the freedom. of Tongues 5 
but im. after-time;” they willsequite their Memo- 
ries by exclaiming loud: enough.. . He mult he 
- very ampudent that would not bluſh, if.now 
charged for givinga Panegyrick to. 0/ver 1n. his 
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Throne 'of Tyratidy. | So ſoon” fade the Falſe 
efteem , and aſpiritg Bayes of the 'Impious. 

Men may endeavourto ſhrow'd of conceal their 
evil manners, and wickednels3 but Vice has 
tobbroad a foe to be tnasked by their Artifice.: 
there are and will be alwayes men honeft , and. 
dif- ititercſted, that will diſcover it. To coft- 

clude , as the good have onely a propriety to- 
fame firſt and laft it will dr aiges and HR, F 
their _ and praiſe. ” IS 
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| Criticiſm nd Cenſi _ 


He moſt Magiſterial Crixicks have n 

-m yet agreed on a certain dehinition a 

T belieye never will; they are content to 
take it where they finde it, and;{o may any.man 
that looks leſs big on faſe than: they, d. 10 5NEEAR 
give himfelf ſatisfaQio! 1 perhaps, with 
leſs curioſity than ES r Bhs that 1 on theg? 
the repute of being Critical. - But there are tew. 


ment # ill ask Noe leayetp,, like their own 


compoſitions, or. what.. is Ignous in, ather 
Ry Te Foceries of. ſuch, .be g tor.the, moſt 
part. en, , Bae appear rigic me bitter,.. to» 
ward th TOE of others. . Julizs, Su 
liger, a She 5. ad leamed itick, as A 

2c 


(22] 
ſcen by his venſure of Poets, requires theſe pars 
ticulars to compleat a ſtile of wit ; that it be, 
Terſws,; wolljs, & rotundys; as on the other (ide, 
durss, humilis, & lax, muſt not have his par- 
don : and perhaps he is juſt enqugh there. He. 
allows Firgil['s Works anly all poſſible perfe- 
Aion, and calls him no leſs than the God of 
Poets. Homer, though his Predeceſſor, and ad- 
mired by many, he charges with many boyiſh 
and trifling paſfages, infomuch that he.blamey 
ſeverely his Characters wit and condu&. In one 
place he mentions him with this negle&, Nolo in 
preſentia cum Homer! pyerilibus ineptis ineptire. 
Horace , notwithſtanding in many things he 
highly eſteems him , in other he reprehendeth 
him to purpoſe, ſhewing his faults by his repeti- 
Rey aus excurſons from one thing to another 3 
nay,” he aſlures us, that in his De arte. Poetita 

he has ſuch failings, as he would corre& and 
amend m other Poets :' take his own expreſſion 
ro this purpoſe,of Horace n general, Neque it $4- 
tyrif,meque 71) E ifrolir,at ne in Poetica quidem,in 
qua hot ipſn precipit, obſervavit. He had been 
as Xart with 027, (who,was tog much a Gentle- 


ffings , 1 fappole he could have þrought in 
Otewhat a Hrger liſt of” exceptions, et he 
hers him ſomSwharoiore honogrably)” thus 
Hoe tamen. vetat' pudor animos nobilinges », qt 
7-43-1335 At IL bs . d- S: 4 "' 2o0r 
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non inſetando, ſed admirando antiquitaten 
ineunt gratian 4 poſteritate. 'Tis true, that Ovid 
had ask'd his Reader pardon before, by acknow- 
ledging that he let ſome things paſs that ſtayed 
no longer with him than primes habere ſonos 5 
and I ſuppoſe he had the more eaſily Scaligers 
to boot. | 

It were too tedious to recount the ſharp re- 
flefions he has on moſt of all the Ancient 


- Poets : one above all I cannot but mention, and 


that is of Perſſ#s, whom he calls a moroſe, ob- 
ſcure, and unintelligible Writer (which I will 
not deny) nay , ſucha one as urfderſtood as 
little what he writ himſelf,as any man elſe:yetSca- 
liger muſt needs be fo ſaper-critically knowing 
beyond all others, that he ſayes, all thoſe obſcure 
things of Perſexs are throughly apprehended by 
him : Sranquam nunc 2 nobis omnia intelli- 
eruntur. But whether Scaliger does not himſelf 
deſerve a laſh from the Criticks for this ſuper- 
cilious miſtake of his, I leave them t2 
judge. In the mean time it ſufficiently appears, 
that fo gu a Maſter of Learning and Wir 
might diſcover his own failings , as well as other 
mens; Which may inſtruct the cen{orious,thq g? 
of excellent abilities , to have as mr1ch re: 0 kt 
their own ſenſe, as what they conceive PE; 
diſcommendation from their Penz. But hw 
mach more ſhould our ſmall fiz'd Wits ant Cri- 
£200 B 4 ticks 
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tiexs take care of their preſumptuous Deſcants |. 


an-] carpings at mens performances , when they 
are ſcarcely well vers'd in the common places 
ot Grammer and Senſe? nay, when there 1s no- 
thing more to be abominated by the judicious, 
than what they call wit, and would fo father 
on the world ? The Preſs as well as the Stage 
has enough of their endeavours and applauſes 3 
the latter of which is transformed by theſe new 
Wits and their Poets into the moſt hideous 11- 


ceaſe of Scurrility, Bawdery, and Prophaneneſs. 


1s can be imaginable, and no leſs an offence to 
iſcreet and. modeſt obſervers. Yet with this 
ſtuff, they are ready to vye with all former 
commendable Writers : S$hakeſpear, Beaumont, 
Fletcher and Johnſon , muſt be nothing with 
112m, though ſuch majeſtick ſtrength of Wit 
21d Jndgement 1s due to ate ne 
; icces, Of Johnſon, I daxe affirm that he1s yet 
p1parallel'd by the world , agd may be ſome 
!:cceeding Ages : He ave our Exgliſh Tongue 
| "7121s, greatneſs, enlarged and improyed it, 
-;thout patching of Frezch words to our 
{och, accordiag to ſame of our modery Pens : 
3 C-Mch that I queltio'1 whether any ofthe Wit 
of +12 Latine Pacts þ2 more Terle and Eloquent 
273 their Tongue, than this great and Learned 
Poet avpears in ours. Yirg/l, who molt un- 
dgubtedly was as yell accompliſhed to value 


Wit, 


[25] 
1. Wit, as any. of his Poectical contemporaries or- 
predeceſſors; how candid and handfomely-does 
he occaſionally take notice of moſt. of all the 
Greek Poets ? he did not grutch toſay,. M/nſeuxe 
ante ones; nay, to the honour of..the Muſes, 
he figures their Divine beingin the El;zinw or 
other world,as may be ſcen in his Sixth Book of 
Zneids ; and I ſuppoſe,that molt of our preſeng 
Writers will grant, that he, who ſo far exceeded 
all Wit that was extant 1a his time, or that fince: 
has ſucceeded, could not but in a high meaſure 
underſtand the value of his own : nor dolI finde 
throughout his Works more than this one line 
of a Genfoeious or Satyrical reflexion againſt 
any of his. contemporary Poets : and that very 
gentle and ſparingly, 9x bavum non odit, amat 
tuaCarmina mevi. And I believe , there was 
never any ſo neat and modeſt Satyr,that has ſuch 
a Compendious, and yet full extent on incon- 
{iderable Poets, as this one Verſe of hisz which 
{hews that he underſtood too well his worth, to 
endeavour its exaltation by the undervaluing 
or depreſling the fame of others : on the other- 
ſide obſerve with what humility he ſpeaks of 
himſelf. comparatively with other Writers that+ 
deſerved his cſteem, as 1n his Eclog. Meris, Van 
neque adhuc varo videor, nec dicere cinna digna, 
ſed argutos inter ſtrepere exſer olores. 1 have: 
been (l confeſs) alittle tgo pedantique in _— 
Ty : ts 
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this Eſſay with ſo many quotations : but con- 
ceivingit of good uſe to many of our Wits and 
Poets that ſo inconſiderately applaud themſelves, 
and cenſure others ; I thought fit to beltow it 
here : and indeed there 1s no better means of re- 
forming defe&s in men , than when itis preſſed 
by the authority of beſt Examples. A modeſt 
and judicious Critick is an Honour to the Chair 
of Wit, and he alone is fit to claimit; his ſenſe 
1s able to make more perfect the Ingenuity of 
Writers. 0vid has two Verſes which tell us how 
much he eſteemed ſuch a man;which I will there- 


fore add, though I have confeſs'd my ſelf too | 


buſie with ſuch kinde of Preſidents already : 
Corrigere aſt tanto res eſt magis ardua, quanto 
major Ariſtarcho magnus Homerus erat. Here 
Ovid means well, in beſtowing this Panegyrick 
on a Judgment able to Eorrett ; but I could haye 
wiſhed he had named Homer for the Compoſer, 
and Ariſtarchys for the Judge, ſince the firlt was 
certainly a better Poet than Critick. I finde 
it obſerved-of our late worthy Writer Mr. Cowly, 
that whenſoever his Judgment was deſired , he 
was more forward to commend what was well, 
than to reprove things amiſs ; by which means 
he gave'nÞt oaly Writers incouragement ,, but 
iacited as much their deſire to amend what he 
conceived faulty : An example worthy of imi- 


tation in ſuch'as take upon them to judge of 


Wits 


See oe © eas ea. a 0 AS a_ * 


( Ow (0 FAD DB oo 


WW” FE $-—& IF WW... (pd ww 


[27] 
Wit.z in-which caſe, there is not-ſeldom more 
_— prais'd,' than to be rejected, But we have” 
many of our contemporaries that will make it 
their malice or mirth to do otherwiſe z nay, will 
not be contented to diſhke , but they muſt 
nauſeouſly Chara&er mens perſons on the Stage, 
ſcatter or otherwiſe publiſh their ſcurrilous 
reproaches : inſomuch that IT have known ſome 
(and of noordinary quality ) that have more 
gloryed. in a - pitiful Lampoon, or Libel, than if 
they hal been able to compoſe a good Poem: 
But how much more deſpicable do they render 
their parts by ſuch a mean diſcovery of them- 
ſelves, than-any mans Wit they .can pretend to 
quarrel with, would deſerve a ſerious inſpe&tion 
of their thoughts. They would then ſoon per- 
ceive ſhow they ought to be valued by the times 
they livein, and how they can convey nothing 
ſo permanent to the future , as their own con- 
temptible Monuments. , Cenfure is ſuch an Itch; 
that not only green and giddy heads, but men of 
firm comprehenſions may find ſome - imploy- 
ment for their Abilities to allay it ;' there being 


nothing more generally acceptable to humane 


Nature, : than tobe buſie and prying inth ſuch 


defects as might well ſpare them the. trouble of 


a concernment. To conclude, he that is wiſe 


and mqderate, with Gnde he has ſo-much. to 
IE. (let it be in Wit- qr 


Manners) 


. 


do to, correet him 


— 


[38] 
Manners) that he will have little encourage- 
ment to exerciſe his Criticiſms and Cenſure orr 
Otiers. £ 
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Mediocrity. 


[Þ has been alwayes eſteemed beſt capacitated 
#$ to receive the {implicity of Vertue, which 
ſeldom has an agreeable entertainment 1n any 
extreams of mans condition or life : Wherefore 
out of my reſpects to this great Miſtreſs, T would 
chooſe it in general and particular concerns : to 
be neither ſo mean as to produce contempt, or 
ſo highly elevated, that 1f IT fall, I muſt of ne-+ 
cellity break the neck of my happineſs in this 
world, is all I wiſh for: ;. I rather chooſe to fall 
from my own height on the ground, than from 
Grantham-Steeple. If others are ambitious to 
be placed like Weather-cocks on ſuch fublimi- 
ties, I can ſtand contentedly below, and obſerve 
how the wind fits by them:Or like this of Horace, 


Anrean quiſque mediacritatem diligit, 
Tutws caret obſoleti ſordibus tef;, caret 
Invidenda ſobrias aula. 


T am content with a reaſonable eſtate for my 
fubſiftinee, wiſhing that T" could tmprove my 
| manners 


a. 4h 
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manners. to. a ſuitable Mediocrity of good + I 


. | would not wiſh to go much farther 4, but I finde 


that I am able to ſpend more pounds;, than wit- 
ling to be at the charge of a few good deeds. 


Iam. free to charge my ſelfhome enough, though 


| I experienceas much the parſimony of vertue.m 


other men. > But, beitwith them and me as it 
may be, I will fay this for my Theain , that I 
would chooſe it in all things appertaining ta me; 
I may take leave, Thope, to commend what Þ 
cannot improye or prattict,as well as other of mn 

Theoretical , friends. z:'To touch:a: ground. | 
vertue, 15 almolt the talent: pf every Pen 5, bur 
when we come to- compole handfomly: all lier 
(Jak the harmony is-not much ta be admured. 
; wastelling my Reader-of ſome fſatizfattions as 
19 a Medium in niy condition of lite.” and mow E 
will, tell hymn in what-ather particulars I .cfteeny 
1t.beſt.. In the firſt place, I like it in years 3 that 
1 to ſay; neither tag young... ar too old : if 
Women. cannot approve my-choice (far reaſons 
they are beſt able todiſpute) I would not go ſo 
far forward with my time, but in complaifanceto 
them, I would ſet theirs as much backward 5 
my. reafon is this : youth (I conceive) has fo 
many rambles, and is . unſteady for thought , 
thay a man lives a fool. to himfelf; or perhaps 
,comeg to an cſtate at One and twenty, that were 
fixtar for bim at forty 3 but my argument is yet 
more 


"more rlaniierly, by underſtatifliti gwhat Is 


when old 3 as we fee in Trees, though they be 


bye) 


ſite toa particular accomipliſhimene.” Frean ich 
allo of duereſpett toothers , which is indeed the 
greateſt 3*he that looks for either of theſe ſto; 
.youth, may as well expet that a Horſe may p 
:away with-him in a ſmooth Amble as ſoon % 


-back't. Tis well, if 'we have not as 'much oc 


cafion toleari at F, orty as at' Fifteen ; I ſuppoſe 
many finde' it no contradiction': it 15'a task vain 
enough to tutor man tog early ; he will ill Hus 
-band his Ethicks in ſpite of Ge. till time make 
"him:more traQable. '' The beſt that can be ſaid 
=_ youth is, that it 'may ſometiffies yield ant 
pl Non to amendment, where age wilt not, by reafon 
—— continuance and habit. Ard (o'much fo 7 
:" As for Age, I findeT have as little 
to: hope much 'good from it, as to trull 
youth. If Vice be ſtrong” in the bud or growl 
It is odds but it will bemore rugged: 4nd tougt 


ſhivered and wind-ſhaken by time |; ; they wi 
have the more firmneſs and knots. "Tis true 
Age does decay mans ſtrength, but not alwaye: 
his appetite : He that has been liquoriſh young 
*tisodds but he'll like the fame ſauce when he? 
old : the fancy will have its luxury and yout! 
whea the ability is leaſt, . There are ſome Vi 
that are not ſo familiar with youth, and' will 
with Age; it isapt to be Moroſe, and" encreaſc 
1 


[21 ] 

+ | ill nature abundantly : obſerve it but in. cove- 
4. touſneſs, and you'll finde none ſo retentive as 
-1..| the old, though they are juſt taking leave of the 
-.'| world. A prudent man may well tear his living 

| over-long, not only as it enfeebles our bodies, + 
S'] and renders them leſs uſeful to our Selves, our 
Countrey, and Friends ; but as it weakens the 
faculties of his Soul, and may render him per- 
1 verſ@and froward : we may call Nature'too in- 
| dulgent, when ſhe permits us to: live a Child's 
| life twice : He that out-lives himſelf, does as 
| much ſhame the kindneſs of Providence for giv- 
ing his life ſo long a thread. Age having ſuch 
a tincture of the River Lethe, that it does nia- 
| nifeſt an oblivion of our ſelves, in our moſt 
- | eſpecialconcernments. Ihave known ſome that 
| havenot onely forgot acquired knowledge-and 
letters, but even the comman things of conver- 
ation and manners. At this day, I know-an 
ancient man, a near Neighbour of mine, that 

{ . ask'd about laſt Michaelmas whether we ſhould 

have no May that year;he had liv'd to forget the 
revolution of time, though ſo long his acquain- 
tance. I wonder that among the Heroick Ads 
of the Romans, they incouraged no Suicides in 
| Age, {ince they could do it upon accounts of 
friendſhip, of diſgrace on loſs of a Battel, con- 
tempt of their Enemy , and the like; when per- 
haps.there is no greater affront tothe honour of 


lite 
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life in many kindes, than the folly and imperfe- 
tion of Age.Had this been allowable with them, 
we had perhaps heard of more of their  Heroins 
than Hero's. The apprehenſion of the ruine and 
neglet of paft beauty,had doubtleſs done much 
with fach objects ; and T am glad for their ſakes 
there was never no ſuch ufage. T cannot but 
chide with Nature , when I behold a handſom 
Lady declining or fuperannuated : I could fer- 
vently make it my defire that the luſters of that 
Sex-might {tilt continue 3 and T judge all men 
oblicedrodothe fame, by reafon they chiefly 
A continue ſuch attractions for mans ſake. 
If this wiſh be to little purpoſe, I hope they will 
allow it obligmg; and I am over and above 
paid for: the thought. To retura to my own 
Sex, Thave commended a mediocrity in years ; 
- and Fhave reaſon, fince I have prov'd it beſt as 
'tomyabilitiesand inclinations. I thank Heaven 
'T amnow ſomewhat paſt it, and yet I findethe 
firength of my Wit and Judgment as firm as 
ever, Which gives me -as much incouragement 
* tohope as well of my Ape, as moſt can of theirs. 
Some defe&T finde in my Memory and Hearing, 
the firſt of which was never good young, and 
therefore I am not to hope its amendment:where- 
fore I would be underſtood onely to reflet 
on the failings and imbecihities of youth and 


Age : There ts great honour allowable to both, 
when 


[33] 


- when aptly capacitated for the improvement of 


Iife he that 1s Hee may havea commendable 
growth toward goodrieſs; and he that is old 
_ knowirlg, 15 more ablets  Uirect and practice 
They are both excellerit ir their kindes ; 
Rough a middle ſtate of years does more ſurely 
temper judgment, and therefore more ſuitable 
to a wiſe man's wiſh , might he alwayes conti- 
nue {o, or not be loriger a ſlave tolife, than he 
can comfort his years with right underſtanding: 
And here I cannot but mention , that if a 2fe- 
ainm of man's being be apptoveable as to eſtate 
and years, and other requiſites of private life z 
I hold it noleſs commendable as to the publick 
or body- politick of man at large, take it in ou 
two Etlentials of a people, Peace and War : 
Moderation 1n either of theſe cannot but be he 
belt temperament of power. To be over-long, 
in peace , does very often enervatea People, or 
is apt to produce ſach teſtiffieſs, through the 
Luxury of Eaſe, Pride, and Riches, that it pre- 
cipitates them mmto many pernicious extrava- 
gancies , ſuch as were the horrible cffe&ts of the 
long peace preceding our late Civil War. As 
vn the other (ide,to be over-harreſs'd with Arms, 
or poverty (a moſt infallible conſequence of the 
Calamities of War)does both create and ſtreng- 
then diſcontents and faftion ; whereas if n{cd 
as moderately exerciſing 2 ſtzengrh and verfue. 
of 


[34] 


of a people, it redounds not {c1dom to 'their 
advantage and glory: but ſuch a temper of 
State is more happily imagin'd,than eaſily found; 
it being very hard for a Government exactly to 
qualife or proportion to both theie the humour 
of a people ; beſides which, there are not a few 
external reſpets of Neighbours and Contede- 
rate Nations that muſt go into the ballance. 
However,my Argument mult be grantcd in both 
caſes this advantage, that what comes nearelt a 
Mcdium, muſt be allowed the beſt. There 1s 
another Mediocrity (which I cannot but com- 
mend) and1I aſſure you of the higheſt concern- 
ment; that is to ſay, in Religion : I confeſs I 
am afraid ofhaving my brain to» much fum'd 
With Zeal, leſt it grow giddy, turbulent, raſh, 
nd by ſuch miſtakes wicked 3 (as was the cafe of 
vur late Reformers) or ſo unnecetlarily hot, that 
} muſt needs engage in Poletnick Fiſti-cuffs with 
121vines ta the Schools , or courſe the follies or 
1aditfcrences of Opinions, till they turn head 
aint my Reaſon; or tavite it to wrangle about 
{i:ch things they cannot tcach me, or I them 2 1 


1m rather content to be ſo far out of the noiſe 


&{ the pit, as I would not willingly hear ſuch} 


Cocks crow, much leſs combate their Argu- 
191ents, On the other ſide, I would not be ſo 
ockiſhin my Devotion, that it ſhould need 
Lo:ing from a Pulpit, or not be able to employ 

s my 
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my cantemplation of Heaven, without my Ear 
be ſo boiſterouily taught it. I would have my 
Religion at leaſt as well-manner'd as my con- 
verſe; that is to ſay, civil, and diſcreet. Ithank 
God, I have ſeen a Surplice wore 1n England and 
France, and thought it ſuperſtition in neither; 
[ can profit from oe 1n a Coat and Breeches, as 


well as in a Catlock : I am apt enough to allow 


men facrcd, ſo they do not oblige me to receive 
Oracles from them, I know how to commend 
my Shocmaker, though I do not altogether tye 
tny ſhooe his way. AndasI approvea mode- 
ration in this Supream concern, ſo I would make 
it my choice in the yertues and moralities of life : 
For example; in Love and Friendſhip, I cannot 
but believe that an extrcam in either, does ren- 
der'men more uneatte and unuſeful to one ano- 
ther , than a moderate, and conſequently a 
more agreeable relation would produce ; there 
being no capacity of vertue more apt to 1mpair, 
than what comes neareſt an extreamity z every” 
little miſunderſtanding does make 1t too nice or 
piquant to continue its fervour long, asis ob- 
vious enough in ſuch caſes of attection;wherefore 
I will have ſufficient content, if I am but-mode- 
rately affured of either; I finde that eaſe and 
plainnefs are very grateful to my diſpoſition in 
all kigdsz to which, as I would proportion my 
manners, fo I would do no leſs for my Food, 

C2 Cloathes, 
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Cloaths, and Converſe. I would not be trou- 
bled with too much wit,or want what is enough 
to embelliſh behaviour. A complemental or 
finical man ſhould no more be of my ſociety,than 
a Puppet that moves, makes legs and faces upon 
awycr : I have enough of ſuch Panchinelo's , 
and it may be they of me: if they afford me 
quietly my choice, 'tis all T look for; if not, I 
mult tell them that I care aslittle for the modiſh 
allowance of their wit, as they can for the free- 
dome of mine. Tuſe no Salt purpoſely to gall 
thcir Throats. If my Genius has ſpared enough 
to. ſeaſon theſe Papers fit for my Readers 
pallat---- let him taſte for me; however, I will 
not beafraid totell the world what I think beſt: 
If I haveſtirred up any Spiritual or Temporal | 
Zcal to oppoſe me, I know no better way than 
to refer them to this Eſſay 3 where I hope I may 
be found fo far in the right, as to occaſion a mo- 
dcrate approbation or pardon. 


- x © » ” « > 
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' The Dabitant. 


'F Count it no diſrepute to our Religion , that 
, F it is doubted by ſome, as wellas believed by 
r-any, fince I have not read of any perſwaſion 
ut had as many oppolers as Defenders, I. finde | 
Y 
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it the ſame under the Law, as under the Goſpel 3 
and yet the Gentiles and Ethnicks that would 
have argued down theſe, had as much to do 
in their diſputes with one another. Doubt ever 
had, and ever will have ſome fellowſhip with 
Believers, or will be a near Neighbour to them 5 
and men muſt be content with its company,whe- 
they they will or no. There is nothing that can 
be aſſerted to come ſoimmediately from Heaven, 


as no mixtures of men ſhall accompany it : ſack 


as have authority muſt be the deliverers,. or im- 
poſers of .it. God has taken more care of the 


eſſence of our belief, than of the manner and. 
' circumſtances; ſuch he has thought fit to leave tax 


the prudence of our Governours and Teachers 3 
who, as they da nat finde it requiſite to impoſe 
over-much on the viſe, an the other ſide will 
alwayes finde enough to entertain, or amaze the 
weak and ignorant : and it does become their 
wiſdomes fo to do, ſince all Worſhips are no leſs 
compoſed of the knowing, the impertineat, and 


| fooliſh ; than Body-politicks are : wherefore 


ſome ſweetning 1s allowable alwayes according 
to mens ſeveral capacities, ſomewhat lik that 
of Poetry in Hudibras, one thing for rhime, ano- 
ther for ſenſe, I know a man that taking occa- 


| fion to admire Prophecies , and of all Books of 


the Prophets , the Plaims of David as they are 


Sung in Ergliſh, cited this pallaz2, From Turk 


= and 
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and Pope, Good Lord deliver us; without which 
he acknowledged that he had never been ſo 
fully confirmed how great a Prophet David 
was : the man meant well, and as little thought 
that Hopkins had ſung this 1nſpiration inſtead 
of David; and yet I undertake not abſolutely 
to blame the addition ; it was perhaps thought 
neceſſary at that time to make the Pope and 
Turk equally terrible , by the authority of a 
Prophet. Vulgar apprehenſions will be apt to 
_ receive impoſlibilities or contradictions ; as the 
glittering of Copper-lace can ſet forth a Stage 
well enongh to them : If a Gold or Silver Sute 
enter now and then between the Acts, they do 
not much more admire it. The brain of man 
muſt be pleaſed with inequalities : as the weak 
are generally the moſt eaſe, and conſequently 
the firmeſt believers ; ſo the tron ' 1n conception 
will for the moſt part be as diffident. Wit will 
be ever inquiſitive; and as it is agift of Heaven, 
ſo it does req ire as high convictions , or it has 
a Pike againſt its will. 

And yet I never knew, and T helieve there 
was never any man that was purpoſely a daubter: 
they that know moſt, would be glid of all 
others to be as throughly ſatisfied of what they 
areto receive. It were yery ſevere to conſter 
ſach Atheiſtical far endeavouring to inform 
themlelycs, and conſequently would belieye if 

they 
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they could. Ask a vulgar apprehenſion, and” 
he fhall tell you he believes all he was Chriſten'd 
to believe; butif you ask him'why, he will as 
ſoon be put toa Nonplus, and tacitely conclude 
himſelfan Atheiſt : for it is no reaſon or commen- 
dation of faith, to ſay T believe this or that, be- 
cauſe IT (do or will believe it. The Scripture 
ſayes, The Fool hath ſaid in hjs heart there 3s no 
God, or as emphatically in ſuch a weak con- 
feſlion of his belief : IT am ſure there was never 
any underſtanding man within this predicament 
of fally , ſince he muſt needs be better able to 
inform himſelf, than to believe nothing. God 
1s too plainly manifeſted to ſuch a capacity ; he 
may doubt of his way 'to Heaven , 'but -he, can 
never contravert his being religions or good : 
though a judicious perſon may find as much 
impulſion from his reaſon in ſome-reſpeCts to be 
a dubitant, asa Fool is unable rationally to be- 
lieve, Let Zealatsthen define which of theſe 
complexions does conduce moſt to Atheiſm ? 
or to deliver mine, I am confident that the-un- 
mannerly and irregular carriage of Sectaries does 
occaſion a greater ſcandal and doubt in this ag& 
of belief , than any ſore of men whatſoevyer 5 
becauſe whatſoever -15 fo extravagantly pra+ 
&iſed, muſt in the end produce contempt-and 
disbelief. Incither believe 'all, 'tior doubt allz 
what-I finde my reaſon cannat ſwallow, I cannot 

-C 4 perfeQly 


"1 TR - 
z-rfely diſgeſt 3 1f I put ſpurs to it, and I finde 
Fe will _ - =Aix am forced to ſtand (till 
in {pite of my teeth : Hawever, I can diſpenſe 
with what I cannot believe, and that as be- 
comes a Chriſtian, that is to ſay, madeſtly and 
2aceably. If I obſerve any that can ſwallow 
Burs as eaſily as Pills of Butter, I allow their 
practice z nay, I commend it, and am ſorry 
I cannot do as much for my belief as they do : 
Aboveall things, I am careful not to otfend or 
trouble the repofe of- other mens Conſciences 3 
I can keep my per{waſions to my ſelf, and I am 
as willing they ſhould not be moleſted in theirs. 
There is no queſtion but very many things 
are to be credited upon the authority oi 7a- 
rents, of Tutors, of Magiſtrates, in order to the 
better mannagement and improving of civil 
ſociety; and it is as-undeniable, that many 
things are worthy of reception, that neither the 
propoſer can prove or demonſtrate to the re- 


ceiver, by reaſon that there is too long a train |. 


of things to arrive in - all points fully to their 
original verity : wherefore I may doubt, yet, 
not politively deny, what ncither I,nor any other 
man that believes them, can atluredly evidence. 


ow any one individual thing was br(t produ- 


ced, I have no certainty ; yet I am a{lured it 
was'by Creation, or a work as miraculous to 
þumane conception : The main queſtion 1s, what 
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js within the power ofa deliverer, which I con- 
cerve tao nice a thought to be diſcuſſed here. 
To be plain, Iwould have as'littte Sceptical in 
the practice of Religion as poſſible. He that 
keeps his thought without conteſting , hinders 
no body; to» which purpoſe, I would be very 
glad that ſome power amongſt -us were eſteem'd 
very neer, or equal to infallibility : I finde its 
conveniency amonglt the Roxraniits, and com- 
mend it, though I could wiſh their Conſciences 
werea little more ſubje& to a divine juriſdition 
here : [ think it ſomewhat too much to have 
any part of my Conſcience at the Devotion of a 

Forraign intereſt , becauſe it muſt needs claſh 
with our Laws , and impede ſomething of the 
eſteem that we ought to have to the eſtabliſhed 
capacities of the civil Magiſtrate : If he-under- 
wes to be my Judge, I may tacitely chooſe 
whether T'l] Wo © him or no; but I have at 
leaſt an unmannerly Religion , if I will needs 
openly and ayowedly gofurther. I affure my *' 
Reader, that I ſhould be loath to embrace a 
better than theirs on ſuch terms,and ſhould think 
I had a good Conſcience on my fide to confirm 
me : Nar can I judge him wiſe, that will ſcru- 
puloutly or over-curioutly go far ta: Market , 
when he may be ſupplyed as conveniently at 
home. What our Anceſtors did formerly, is not 
the Queſtion 3 the Laws did not prohibit them, 


which 


[42] 
which forbid us now. I cannot ſquare my be- 
lief in ſomethings, though Divines on all ſides 
ſhould undertake to perſwade me; I have too 
prevalent an apprehenſion of their being ſwayed 
with intereſt and Hierarchy, to truſt them abſo- 
Jutely when etther 1s in Queition : I acknow- 
ledgea facredefteemto be their due , becauſe 
there ought to'btnoleſs altow'd to Divine Tea- 
chers. [-am fo far from repining at their Tem- 
poral Eſtates or greatneſs, 'that I judge both for 
reſpet& and order ſaxe,that they ought not to be 
impaired 1n either: I am ſorry if they cannot 
cure: their own Diſtempers, as well as other 
mens ; like Phyſittans that are ſometimes ſo un- 
fortunate; as:to leave Diſeaſes worſe than they 
found them : 'Did:not the modeſty of my Faith 
; . obligemy avertion to Fattion and Schiſm , my 
reaſon would do.as much for:my Conſcience by 
condemning them as monſtrous and inconſiſtent 
with-humane being,fince ſeldome or never intro- 
duced withautRapine, Blood, and Rebellion, 
or >ſuch- a [pernicious Licenſe that is greedily 
Jpck'dinby vulgar minds : and it is ſome Non- 
ifenſe to expe a good cauſe from bad effects. Tf 
-any. advantage can proceed out of ſo much evil, 
-It1s, "that izeal will not probably amonglt us 
thave toomuch of future reputation ; and it 15s 
ever 'ſafeſt 'that what has ſo commanding a 


power if not faſcination on thechearts of men, 
hy ſhould 
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ſhould prudently be doubted ; as it is for th 
moſt part Hypocritical and falſe, A flame(though 
counterfeited to come from Heaven) is enough 
to ſtrike the Soul with fury and blindneſs; an 
over-hot zeal will at leaſt tend to frenzy , if not 
to miſchief, as has been a lamentable experience. 
It is never ſafe to put Religion out of repute, Ieſt 
it be not afterwards fo ſoberly eſteemed as it had 
been before : Wherefore the ſad diviſions and 
miſchiefs produced by our late unhappy Civil 
War, have abundance of my pitty; nothing be- 
ing more deplorable,than to fee the Sword of the 
Spirit. drawn on all (1des with the Temporal, 1 
muſt farther add, that I do not believe any have 
ſo much occaſioned hefitations and doubts-in 
matters of Religion, as their unfortunate miſ- 
carriages or evi) Tenents:tew men will be: fool'd 
with the firſt : Ill examples are far more abvious 
to all underſtandings thaan diſputable. The 
Orthodox, and true Proteſtant party, T know 
are not to be blatn'd, though the. others have 
done enough to. ſcandal theniſclves ,-and theſe 
too. Was ever ſich impieties committed, as that 
Fanatick tribe of Levi have acted ? 'did they not. 
preach up Blood and Rebellion? did-they not 
Sequeſter, Impriſon, and intrude -into,one_ano- 
thers preferments? Can any man concejve that 
theſe men di4 believe at all , or fit ta convince 
any body of a contrary  perſwaſion , and. 1 
ne 
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Riſe thus 2 Tf ſuch as ſhould be qur guides are apt 
totake wrong pathes, they will be miſtruſted 
by thoſe they bid follow. They have left their 
ſtains in too deep a dye, to be eaſily rub'd off, 
and have nothing but the illiterate madneſs of 
their Sefts tq ſupport their impicties. 

There are another ſort of raſh and giddy men, 
(though I conceive not ſo pernicious to the pub- 
lick as the laſt) and thofe are ſuch as will im- 

toully glory, not only in being Scandals ta 
Religion , but as they will debaſe and prophane 
the very eſſentials of it in their uſual Ralleries : 
they will not be ſo humble as to be Dubitants3 it 
1s below their wit, if they make not all Belief 
whatſoever ſo ridiculous, as to be their Comed 
and ſport. I need not put my ſelf to the trouble 
of farther deſcribing them 3 they are too noto- 
rioully known without it : wherefore I paſs 
them by as the worſt Errata's in humane Society. 
To conclude of this ſubje&, let men obey the 
Laws, the Church , their Prince ; and where 
their Reaſon is too much refin'd, let them endea- 
vour to allay it, or acquire ſo much becoming 
modeſty as to enjoy it with ſilence : Beſides, he 
that is wiſe, will give himſelf caution of being 
too much an Opiniator, or Singular in his con- 
ceptions, leſt he prove as great a wonder to 


himſelf, as he muſt be to the world, 


Anthors. 
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ME 
d Authors. 
Ir . 
*F Have ever thought time more precious, than 
”* | | tobeſtow muchofiton many words,or man 

Authors : the quinteſſence of two or three we 
"> | extracted, is enough to refreſh or infarm our 
p knowledge on any one Subject. On the other 
'* | ſide, there are ſome that conceive they cannever 
? } turn over Books enough, though their colle- 
© | tions from them are not to much more purpoſe 
$ than if they knew only their namesz nay, the 


4 | reputation of which alone, or having ofa gteat 
Libtaty , has emboldned ſome to enter them- 
Y | ſelves with the Learned : though you finde them 
in thoſe Liſts, you may ſoon prove them Intru- 
> | ders, without going ſo high as a Schookdiſtin- 

ion. They will tell you who 1s an excellent Di- 
vine, Hiſtorian, Orator, or Poet, ſo you'll not 
have an account of their wit, Every man that 
has Money can purchaſe Cloaths, but not cone 
ſequently the uſctul demeanor, and carriage in 
S | wearing them. I have known ſome heads fo 
- | elaborately ſtuffed with Books, that they have 
: appeared dull, or in a manner ſtupified, as to 
) | all polite converſe: if youdonot talk with them 
. of what other men have written, you had as 


good 
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god hold your peace; and indeed they Ugn- 
he no more under the weight of fo many Vo- 
lumes , to the improving or ſupportance of | 
Science, than the fiction of 4:45 does, whom 
the Poets will needs feign (perhaps from ſuch an 
extraordinary burthen of his brain) to uphold 
the Axis of Heaven : but I would rather liken 
them to crouching Antiques of Wood or Stone, 
which though ſeeming to labour exceedingly 
under the weight of a great building, yet ſignifhe 
nothing to its. ſtrength or beauty. *Tis an odd, 
and fr tlefs thing to burthen our brain with 
other mens works, and produce nothing inge- 
niaufly of our own, or by their means to ride a 
mans partsto a heavineſs or ſtand. I have known 
ſome Scholars that would weary or tyre them- 
ſelves with a Horſe, which a Gentlewan could 
with grace and pleaſure ride a longer Journey, 
Naturse-muſt refine our converſe and {tudies, or 
they will be unpleaſant or lubberiſh tor our uſe : 
wherefafeT had rather have one tenth part of 
Learging joyn'd to the ordinary behaviour and 
embelliſiments of a Gentleman , than what a 
whole ,Colledge of Students can pretend to from]. 
the Schools in groſs. I would beable to put on. 
my Band, fit my Horſe, or ſpeak handſomely 
withqut the afliſtance of an Author. 

hen all is done, every man ſhould endevour] _ 
as far as his abilitics extend, to be an —_— rg 
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1-| himſelf] mean; in well weighing,ims Tun 


o-| as much as in him lyes; 

of | thoughts; and next compare them with what he _ 
my has read ; there being aur. roms 
at] than that the Ingenious appre ſion five very 
Id | many men does compleat moreuſeful;” and bet- 
ef ter knowledge than they ſeek, or cart be 2 acquird 
©, from Studies : wherefote he isan ill parked of 
ly] his brain, that docs not manure it afivelashecan 
hel for his own uſe. And as I approve thinking , 
d,} fo I fomewhat thore commend the cormumica- 
th} tion of our thoughts in Writing 4 not that I 
&-] judgeevery man is fit, or would oblige atry-to 
4} undertake publickly to be Authors {except 
ny they ſhall udee their parts ſuitable, but T mean 
n-} as moſt direCtive to every mans particular Inge- 
Id nuity, and by which a man 1s moſt <9 

J-| ouſly and at hand furniſhed with ' his Cw- 
Or} tions. There 1s nothing - more commendable , 

- than what does enable a man dexteroully- to ex- 
ot! preſs himſelf ; and no way to do it fowell' as by 
ad Writing him - if his thoughts be 1 ingenious, 

© a] theyare colleced and improved by it ; if not, it 
MN - is a ready way to be acquainted with his defeds, 
on! - and to amend them; beſides that it adyantages 
ly excecdingly our Native language , which can 
- noway ſo readily be better'd, as by a frequehe 
uy - and correct ufe of our ſpeech. I have known 
ba, ingenious men, that for only the negle&,or-being 
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cautious to publiſh what they have written , 
have either continued unknown , or not had 
that early repute from the world , which other- 
wiſe had been their due : And I doubt not, but 
if the Writings of ſuch perſons were looked into, 
there would be found (of this kinde) many 
worthy pieces of Wit and Eearning, which out 
of modeſty; (orto avoid the hazard of an un- 
kinde or unjuſt Cenſure) they do not think fit 
to, divulge. Of all manner of penning our 
thoughts, I hold Eſſayes the beſt, not only as it 
15 molt neat and pithy ; but as it comes tull, and 
_ pertinently home to all concernments of life : 
beſides, it 1s the: eſſence of thought ſo apply'd, 
and contracted, that nothing can be more fit for 
our ſelves and others : to which purpoſe I have 
endeavour'd in theſe few examples here, and 
fome lately publiſhed of the like nature. The 
greateſt diſcouragement I perceived was, (not 
only as there are few things held good of this 
Kinde) but as I prov'd it no leſs difficult, than 
I eſteem'd it pleaſant ; there being nothing more 
hard (perhaps) than to ſcatter an ingenious and 
gomely variation of thought ; yet ſo, as con- 
ciſely and properly to connect their dependance 
pn one matter, or Argument, which -is the 
fineſs and beauty of an Eſlay ; the uſes where+ 
of ſhould be as familiar to an ordinary apprehen 
lion, asthe higheſt of Capacities, Of all the Pen 
4 
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n,| Sf the Ancients, I judge that of Petronide Ar 
ad biter to be in all kindes the moſt polite and in- 
r-| genious, it being fv famiharly applicable” to the 
ntl Natures and conver(s of nien', as 1s not to be 
0, pacallel'd 'by Antiquity : wherefore I cannot 
raiſe his cexmmendatya higher , than to allow 
at flim their buſt general, Writer, or Eiſayiſt. And 
n-} With us; I know '6f none'fo near his parallel as. 
fel the late S'r Joby Suchling, whoſe wit was every 
ur way at his command, propet and uſeful in Verſe 
ith 414 Proe, cqually geatile and pleaſant : And 
ndf Ibclieve he kas not too partial an eſteem and 
> | memory, if allow'd the Petranize of his Age. 
*q,| Ofall Writcrs in this way, I judge Montaigne is 
Fort nolt taxable, (thoagh I gteatly commend his 
vel parts ) n'it oaly as he is yety diſagreeable of 
nd} contra: lidt wy tohimfcIf, bur that he is long and 
hel fedions, an] ravels in a deal of quotations, and 
\oth things diſorderly and out of place 3 nay, ſome- 
hisl times takes heads to write on,whert you read him 
1n} (pcaking toother purpoſes, 8 things of different 
nature :; For what 1s riore 1mipertinent, than t:» 
nd pretend to write(as he does)of Coachand Horls; 
or of ſome Verſcs in Yirgil, and not once touc't 


ſas well perceived by my Lord Bgcon , who rot 


only far exceeded him 1n all refpe&s, but þ-as 
worthily 1" himſelf the beſt example of at 


= {Efayiſt throughout the worl4: The mat2 y29u's 
| D liees 


0) 


[50] 

{1tes to compleat an Author, are, Wit and Judge: 
ment;(, 12c6;how pcrfeftly ſoever he.colletts from 
otie:s..carnot be called his) the one as an orna- 
men: tae, other a well difpoling : and contex- 
LUrg ar: his thoughts. . It. is truc, that wit is more 
rarcly found with men than diſcrcet reaſon and 
judgement, flace a thouſand may be. found wiſe 
and folid , to one man. of ryfined notions and 
ſenſe ; and yet ſo wanting tots {c}f; or ſo fatal 
to ſich as have 1t,, as there are ngge more ob- 
noxious t0 cenſure, than the manners and' Pens 
of-thoſe eſteemed witty. And thus we obſerye | 
from the Writings of moſt Poets ; if vou examine 

their. wit, you may perceive it often ; but their 
judgements by no means ſo perſpicuous: the 
reaſon'I conceiveis, that their volubility and 
airynels of thought, 'being ſo much more predp- 
minant, there is left a narrow part of their appre- 
heaiions to a ſolid management of their inge- 
m1itics; but are ſo ſpectoully flatter'd or charm'd 
with a pleating (though falſe zdea of things)that 
they not ſeldom tlavſe into many Errors , and 
out of indulgence to their Verſe, negle& them- 
ſelves. : infomuch as there is nothing more fin- 
gular /m the world, than a Corre& or faultleſs 
Pozmand.I dare aflirm, that the too frequent 
uſe of Rhime doesnot a little conduce to this 
misfortaac; it being very obvious with :ſuch, 
to take a found or noile in ſtead of proper ex- 


preſhog 
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' preſſion or ſeriſe t: As on the other (ide it is 


manfelt , that the cleerneſs and * tigth of a 


* Geriitis «(in all kindesF is not'ſo perceptible as 


when writ without'it; 'Perhaps'my Reader Will 
admire that I , who'have Yealt*with the Mites 
here and elſewhere; -ſhouJd- prepare hin\ : ſo 
ſtrongly againſt my ſelf + but he isto'know, that 
as I grant ſo many failings in' other men, fo I 

ole he 


. will not defend whatiare mine andTfſup ole 


will be the mote indinable to. pardon what*he 
thinks amiſs, ſitice I fo/little beſpedk”His praiſe. 
The moſt proper corimendation 'that cy he 
allow'd good Poeſie; is, thatit does ſurpriſe and 
preſent is as it wete with new- conceptions and 
wit ; from which excellency, T ſuppoſe'it'was 
aricicntly honour'd with the name of Infpira- 
tion ; And it is moſt certairi, the more perfect 
and: (mgular any thing appears writ in this way, 
It wiil continue many Ages as conſpicuous tothe. 
world. [ cannot at this day read an Felog of 
Virgils, (not to mention his greater works) but 
it ſeems to me not onely exceeding delightta],; 
but the moſt perfect and newelt wit, that th: 
attempts of near ſeyentcen Ages ſince him has 
yet produced ; and 1s as likely to continue fo 
{1l, for the reaſon before expreſſed. As an,Au- | 
thor ſhould be apt and judicious, ſohe ought tr3 
be no leſs perſpicuons. A man may write a1 
thing myſtically or hard ; nay trifles, as fibril! 
F D 2 at 
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_ . - asMetaphyſicks; asI have known ſonieLearned 


that wauld:be ſure to do them curiouſly enough; 
| bur they forget that a Reader is not obliged, nor 
ought he to ſtudy. any thing that is delivered 
knotty, and obſcurely ; and yet I have obſerved 
ſome Writers. (though in our Tongue they are 
\. borato know) (that are ſocro(s-grain'd, . as one 
would as ſoon undertake to underſtand the har- 
deſt place of Perſe Satyrs , as unriddle their 
, wit; oras the aforementioned Author ſaid of 
his Writings; that the time would come ; when 

_ .7nter ignotu haberentur , and {0 1'll leave them. 
To be {hort, Jet a Writer endeavour to be plain 
3nd judicious ,. not cloſe his wit in ſuch a ſhell, 
as no body ſhall care for the kernel ; it being 


unreaſonable. to. expe&t that any man ſhould. 


_ his Brain with that ſenſe, which he be- 
teves too intricate fur the Authors own under- 
ſtanding. | 
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K etirement and Solitude. 


Etirement. from the too much noiſe, and 

crowd of the world , has reccived both 

eſteem and practice from the. good and bad, 

though on different Motives and refpedts : the 

&E. as he would make himſelf more Fmiaar 
” = | wit 


= 
with vertue by an undifturb'd plation.. 
The wif and great people b5th' in thought and 
atio!'-prattis'd jt 'very frequently.” : What a. \ 
noble and contented Solitude, or-wittideawing*” 
from-the-world, had F abritins,Curius) Dentatine,” 
and other of the Romany, even 11 the” Meridian 
of their fame > Their greatneſs was notto retire 
to a vaſt or 'plentiful eſtate , but !to-x/ great - 
minde : It was ordinaty to inde a manthus fur-- 
niſhed with them, though his dwelling was'but 
ſo homely, as to be the capital mefluageof four ' 
Acresof Land. And it had no'lefs of policy in it * 
too: for by confemning the world and -riches; ' 
they commended that vertue which- challenged © 
a vaſt ſhare of both. It was ſometimes et more - 

honourable with them, - as when the brightnelſs.- 
of their merit was ſpreading too popular ,- or 
began to dazle the eyes of the vulgar; onwhich / 

accounts the prudence of that 'State2took well 

their withdrawing. Thus it was in the Eminent 
example of the great &cipio, and perhaps one - 
of the bravelt. Gentlemen and magnunimous pers 
ſon,that State produc'd:Nor was it any wonder, ' 
that he (fo greatly entertained with the memory 
of his paſt glory) could'ipronounce that ſonoted - 
expreſſion of his Solitude, Nunquan minus 
ſolws , quam cum ſolis. And yet it is conkte 
dently believed that he:no leſs accompanied 
himſelf with his ingenuity in Writing, than his 
D 3 other 
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other: gledtaekſss. as is obferyable fron- the; aſli- 
ſtange - that::is attributed to; him of Tejeuce's 
Camedies : and doubtleſs. there are many-things 
mexe quainÞand; gentue; in thoſe compoſitions, 
than are probably” to be. attributed-ta-a mcan 
African or Slave, ſuch as Terence is conceived. 
tobe. How few Grandees at this: day will ſit 
dawn thus datisfied ! _ never -be 'Ambi- 
tiousor great enough: talk tothem of retirement, 
they count themſelves ruined or neglected: they 
wn rather confeſs themſelves not Maſters of 1a 
mzlch ingenuity ar vertue, that is worthiretirin 
to. If -a: Ws ould have adviſed ſome Gas 
of our late: Uſurpers ,- or that quinteflence of 
Vallany: and Tyranny , 0/jver , that his timely 
wathdrawing from his unyyorthy Ambition, had 
been no leſs honourable , than of merit to. his 
Countreycs how would: he have ſhorted or 
canted at ſuch-cqunſel! perhaps he might have 
pretended-purpoſely to ſeek God , but never to 
declarehehad leave fram Heaven torecede from 
his. wicked deſigns or power. Which ſhews-us, 
that good. men can be” content to take from 
themſelves; ;/what the bad: ſeldom or never. will 
do. Another ſort of men there are, who, becauſe 
the ends of their Ambitians.are defeated, or. by. 
reaſon they are nat ſacanſiderable.aad. publick. 
in atfairs; .as.they would- be thonght warthy tg. 
be, will ſneak to, a pitiful kind of Solitude , or 
ane __ ”""—_— 
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whicre they may more freely vent fficir diſton- 
tents; and of theſe, there are not a few exam- 
ples. As on the other fide, there are'others, 
'who out of a /Cynica! nature', or: a ik v as it 


were nat to be great, or as they are thdect per- 
verſe deſpifers and haters of hnmane Society, will 
luck in their corners, bur to be ſure will carry 
their evil habits and manners with them, ( or 
as Tiberias did. when he retired” from, Rome to 


_ Exerciſe more covertly his Pebancheribs) and 


ſcem to avoid the workd, but not tfiemſelves ; 

notwithſtanding it is in ſome kinde the' greateſt 

obligation they can do men, to remove out of 

their way. I have no ſuch piketo the world, as 

that I deſire to live fo, as, not to' partake my 

enjoyments in it 5 my nature cannot be eaſily 

reconcued to the Horrors of Solitude. I cannot 
believe but a due commerce with Mankinde is a 

very conſiderable duty bf life; as alfo that 

I finde ſufficient cauſe to admire ' the fplen- 

did and eminent good effe@s of. Providence, 

that I perceive in the Ornaments and Grandeur 

of States and Princes; fo that I fully enough 
convince my ſelf, that Heaven is not to; be em- 

braced ſo unmannerly ar Monkiſhly' as ſome 

imagine. Tdonot doubt but there..are as ſub- 
| lime inſtrudtions to be drawn from Courts, as 
' from the ſtricteſt: Cells; nay, poſſibly better, 
fince where Man's reaſon is moſt adorned and 

D 4 refined, 
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refined , :bis Soul, mult receiye. a conſideray]e 


_ 


| Cave, or- Cell, deliver their precepts of Learning 


improvement hy itz and doubtleſs a wile man 
ought moſt to value 2 ſuitable freedam in the 
yo other way ſa beneficial to himſelf and 
others. ; Notwithſtanding, a ſincere and honou- 
14)le retixgement whereby to amend and improve 
our underſtandings and vertue , is highly com- 


vhs of his faith and manners., ſince he can 


mendable : To avoid the noiſe and turbulency of 


the world the more quietly, and undiſturb'd to 
look into our ſelves, has been the buſineſs of the 
molt diſcxeet and eminent of men, It were end- 
leſs to cite Preſidents in this kinde: they have 
ſufficzently their praiſes from! many Writers ; 
Virgil and Horgce, two eſpecial Poets, approved 
it, adding no ſtpall glory to their Pens by its 
commendation ; though they were both by the 
favour,of ſo great and munificent an Emperor 
as Arguſtzq,contrary to their inclinations,in great 
part debar'd their ſatisfa&tians in this kinde; yet 
they did not ceaſe their eſteem of retirement, as 
one of the beſt expedients of humane content 
a1 happineſs. Had it not been for theſe receſ- 
{1915 of life, and a due time of thought 1imploy'd 
from thence, Mankinde had never Paco obliged 
with ſo many excellent pieces of wit and know- 
ledge, The Philoſophers that made both their 
e-Mmtemplation, could in an ordinary Being , 
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and life, aſivel as the Yoets did. the, ſubliouty. of 
their wit and inventions. , And Ihayeread, that 
the Grot or Cave, in, which 7irgi/ composd/his 
matchleſs work of Georgicks ,. 1s at: this day. to, 
be ſeen at Naples, And it 15 ng. wonder , ee 
Mufes have eyer beſt communicated, their :inge. 
nuities to perſans of ar; acne and: moderate 
condition of life: Exceſs being a more general 
retainer an tumults and triumphs, than on the 
eaſe. and freedom of thaught. Whatſoever a 
mans condition is, he would at ſametimes enjoy 
a liberty and quiet, to conſider himfalf and. his 
affairs ; it has been acceptable and uſeful to the 


| greateſt of Courts and Camps, and all conditions 


of life , both in order to publick and private 
concerns. es Be 

In ſum, he that has oſtentation or vanity.to 
be too much known to-the world, is in Bifat 


danger of dying unacquainted with himſe 


F 
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Pretenders. 
A Good man is a ſure Friend, but a bad man 


ſeldom or never one; and he is yet worſe, 
that pretends to civilities and obligations, which 


'he never intends to practice. I particularize 


none, but condemn all 5 they have their modes 
Sn both 


- - 
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both'in publick. and' private Adtions. A fort 
of Poxes tHIt will finde holes in” Courts, Cities, 
attd'Countreys, ind you may Noſe um asrankly 


every where: they -will come in the witide of 


reaſon do whit man can, and yet wiff be fo 
conffflent of their forttialitics 'and Addreffes, 
as iFtficy ha&n3rinknes aboutthem, or that a 
Pertivig wall verflim'd were” enough; a ſavoury 
ontiite for it rotten brain artheart. They will 
pretend to (tr1-4 intrigues of friendſhip, and for 
<p aroft part tore propenfely” than deſired ; but 
f5: as LR ever look aſquint toward theit 
ens which mwever fail to difcover fiich. If a 
matt Trav A friendly hope'to be any wayes ob- 
Rpetl by them, he 15 ſure to' be fruſttated,” by 
reaſon they are ſo much 'beforehand in their de- 

v4 on him. | T ſpeak to the world, which on 
this {ubje& has an ear deaf enongh , but I care 
not : T would have others as little as my (elf 
cozen'd with fine nothings and ſhadows ; but go 
along as they can, they have the Sunſhine on 
their ſides, and I am not likely to interpoſe be- 
twixtit : I can only chooſe whether I'll court 
what I do not care for, and fo. may others that 
are wiſer than I, If I am not in love with empty 


_ notions and words, I do not begrutch them of 


rheir bargain, that are willing to. buy then dear. 
I would nomore make-uſe of Circumlacutions 


wimy Exprefſions, than Prayers ; and*tis oddy] 


but 


U59T] 
-t [but he'thatdares mackmet;thisway, wiltbeas: 
s. [bold, with Gad in another; 4wheretore: Tam 28; 
y [apt to blame what ig deliver'd for the molt part) 
5f [from our Pulpits, asI-do' the verbat-tormalinets 
{ [of Stateſmen, or the ang-winded Orations and; 
Decorums:of -Forraign Embaſſies , whale grea+1 
x | teſt reality is Form. ' Tf::Zeal be more comple-! 
+ | mentally bald with Heaventhan 1t-n-edr be: ; & 
1t ] ſappoſe-that it has Nivinesfor its Courtiers,  Þ 
miſtruſt'Schiſm and Fattiom for nothing more: , 
than that it appears. to Be- full of — aneÞ 
words, which ſhews on which Sex of Mankinde! 
it depends moſt-.: Arhe-Profeffor: and fighter, 
and a Zealousſhe-complier, 1s this. Ages grmerab 
compoſition, of the ferry and Yerae of Faith! 
[canbe as {dan delighted with Aretizre's 
as Religion inſuch paint. The pretences. of Zeak 
have fo regalto'd with the fury and luyxurfr ofthis 
Age, that gaod! menymight well. hope its iny2d4 
tencyinthenext; did+»notthe world producefly 
many bables ofextravagancie- and:folly,; as» avd 
ſtill-too propenſe to ſupport and; continate its 
allurements' and deceits. I called it even now: 
the dalliance of Venus and: Mars, andbbÞ ray in 
ſome other reſpect term it Herws and: Aeroimy+: 
Luſt will be alwayes of the Feminine: gen) 
though ſhe ſeem ta wear an ingenions ordpiritual 
ſhape, or though you finde her im: a- Smock: mm 
ﬆ  ſkead ofa Surphte, as the ready; way to-propi- 
| gate. 


U 


[60] | 
your more exceedingly im. our body politick |" 
t theſe area generation Þ had never much ta!" 
do withat in jeſt , and-I will le meddle with! 
them in earneſt : if the kifſes of ſuch Satyrs|" 
are ſleeker to others than'they' can be tome, let}* 
them enjoy their retirements and underwonds c th 
Love as they pleaſe, or-as thepublick fhall per-J*' 
mit them. In the mean time, [ will believe thatÞ® 
what they ſeem to hunt after, 1s not worth'find- la 
Ing. Vulgar zeal keeps beſt quarter with Heaven 
and Men ', when the: Sullow is more in their 
hand than head. If thzir brain goes to Plough}? 
with Religion, inſtead of the gram and blofſoms! 
of faith, : you will have forthe moſt part weeds, 7, 
Wherefore wiſe men might be oe if{fuch would 
manure their capacities more {parmegly in- ſich c 
matters. I do nyt conceive. that when they. 
ſeem to lye cold or barren, that it is the worlt F 
Haber Religion : Nor do I judge that |* 
thoſe Ages of our Anceſtors, which are called |? 
heavy, ſuperſtitious , or darker times , deſerve 
the denomination. One may go to Blinde-man- 
Buff by day-light, as well as by Candle : an |; 
over-heat in the exerciſe of Religion, may pro- I** 
bably ſooner tire and weary its profeſlors, than a 
temperate and calm devotion. I hope I may take 
Jeave to commend charity and good manners, h 
without being thought a Bigot of Popery : if ]® 
there were as wiſe and peaceable men in thoſe Fr 
times , 


f 


{£624} 
times; -am: T therefore forbidden to think them 
'Ipigus 21 am well fatished that the ſupreamduries 

4 


k 
h ife are more contiltent with PE iltive 
re(99d pradtice, than in ſuch;; who bemg/ tive 
a<0f turbulent.,. will rake; upon them. to direct 
-Fſthemſclves.”” It-mult bea weak or fooliſh Reli- 
hy gion, that is not fomewhatcaboveortlinaty: capa- 
aeEities, which would. render-1t tod fimpleto be 
1_ [fe : Wherefore, if Paphſtscam be thasconginced 
in order-to.thair obedwncerand quiet; Tamorry 
- {that as commendable pritiice'and-roaforuis, not 
+ [-scflential tothe faith ot; Showa n's 18 i 
"41 ſhall not ask. pardon fob my opinion: ob ſach, as 
{think otherwiſe. ©: As publick difturbances\from 
4 _ Woes rien _ —_ "lie ——4—angh 
of allerting; publick good and politick-preten- 
ſtons, are R—_ mend ever” arm and 
2 [admirers3 the vulgar being alwayes readyto be 
allured by a ſeeming care of preferving or. better- 
ing their common couccraments, / though there 
be nothing at bottonF bur the utility of their 
Seducers. It-is one of the oldeſt cheats in the 
world, and will be ever one of the. newelt : 'tis 
but putting on new trimming; to-an old dreſs, 
and the work is done. And thus (topaſs by 
other examples) we may obſcrve the Analogy 
4 the af&8corch G—_ and the oa 
tholick League in Hezry the Third's time 
ter ws 
k 


-, [France « it one was the Bawd , the 0 


{{1621] 
-thttGartifary; or the'firitxdiſpuis'd inthe habit 
the lakt;whereby to aGtiand revel moreunkngy 
:Popubldcey and ambition will have theſe prank 
-when they defign'to ere their Trophies. 
 Po-cometo ourſelves, and late inteftine W 
and diſſcntions 5 what- lad we but a varic 
Anarehy;:fromaldioft. Forty one'to Sixty 2 (1 
-60 mention the execrable Murther of the, 
-Kingy-whatdid iteſtabliſh, after kicking dow 
every thing inits way;but that Caper ipſe.gree 
 aliasGhomivel, ſhould:po aſtray with his floc! 
Buttasdhefe wicked contrivers and: fomenters| 
- Oriv:treubles have hnd:their Scene in this.A : 
.lothepmult cxpett to'be as notorioully record * 
" ta time. 9s LING SH 
LEherSareothers, who being leſs capacita 
ro advance publick' evils, will ſerve their tu 
on private; that istofay with the Proverb, # 
play at faeall games, rather than ſet out 5 
theſe are ſo very general, that every man's « 
dtnary occurrences dogs evidence ;them. 1 
well for the diſtrult}c{s and ignorant, that t 
. wiſand:honeſt are ther defenders; Craft : 
Cozenage are two fuch greedy Monſters, as tl 
wad devour all otherwiſe, As there are 
men fo weak.as to give themſclves up dire! 
decevvers.; ſothere are many that will bite he 
when a pretext is ſpedioutly : baited : what 
caatiaus fiſh will not twallow.,; enough of \ 
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[63] 


try will, We mcet; it thus in our converſe 


dealings, and in what is called. ayr friend(h 
how tew are therethat do not. fe ok 
enough .to diſcover. Sheep A MER - ; GanjI8 


ENLET A familiarity, or fricnd{hyp; but they as ſaon 
come to.a diſtance or {trangeneſs, with ONE ARGr 


Mer WC 5 Way have as ch.as 


4 4a * 


[the;firh, uf 
men. are bad, »they are moxe famyhatly.knawimng 
of thediſpolition they are t.Woerk, pt andiegyr 
{equently ſucceed. more pernigio} 


any time-evil, it 1s very fc to give. -bim 
opportunity tobeworke: we may well diſcharge 
the mtimaciesof ſuch, who put themſelves away, 
by trlt meriting our leparation from them.There 
1s n9 1ngratitude but weaps:firlt the ,{ſmpoth 
diſguiſe of frendſhip; it being ever referred $0 
ſome precedent endearments by .tamiliarity.,er 


| igaſaon, to which purpolc zhe excellent: $9- 


.tyrilt Javezal gives us this cautipn, Jngretes ante 
014114; Pore odales.. Where, we entruſt -Pet 
ſelves. moſt, the unworthy Nature of man'1s 
"More - impowred ta da milghuef; wherelege 


'there 


—_ — 


by "dh. Ao 


ancienter than M6 thof.cn Horſe, and the Poets 


-we frequently praiſe to be > more cuſtomary and 
curious in Kt. 
have trafted a Porter or Grootti belonging to 
our Anceſtors, before ſonie magnifyed honour, 
and Heroes of this A ge; I ſhould take leave, with-. 

_*outasking many of their nes to 
affirmative. 

deceit, thou agate delrvered by the moſt ſplendid 


[64] 
there ought t5 be' tt lefs-caution uſed to who! 
ld 'the- fidelity and openneſs of our 

leſt weave a' falſeone in return 7 tt 
Being goodpr pruderice to'doubt moſt , and. truſt 
few3-not- bekevidia but the” denomination aid 
raft of a-frichd;-are ſometimes the pretetts'#nd 
firatagerns of: of 4 bai Enerty. ' Tfinde it the moſt 
F and vehethent complaint of Writers it 
WH Untcs have read of, toreflett moſt ſeverely 
6orthe evil maviticts of their Age; and I judgy 
they Haverealon, 43 being moit'the concern of 
mer$6- concerve their preſent defedts and vices 
worſe than ſuch preceded them. And. yet F am 
farisfied enough; that there have been times as 
exquifitely-bid 45 outs car be pretended to be. 
The Att of deceit ind ly ing 7. firide lorewhat 


aus - -@ As wo Sw treat. © a. —_ dE. 


hh 5 rietwittiftanding the pretended inge* 
aitity and fantimiony of his Chatadter : but the 
miſchief is; that what they rendet'd moſt odious, 


If I were asked whether I would 


rant the 
L trick or 


F cannot” admire a mod! 


Where the Heart Ny canſe 
£0 


Tongue, or-Name, 
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to be alhanied; there is greatxeaſori to bluſh for 
Qur wards : However, we are ſomewhat behofts 
Ing to the practiſes of our time.; in "that a Me- 
diocrity of ſmall degree of vertte is able to pals 
ſo well amongſt us, whereas aſtrier Age would 
| bempre incompatible in teachin ng us to be good: 
I could fay as much of Wit; and'other oretecrdat 
acconipliſhments 3 but they have been touched 


ellewhere, or not further neceſſary to be ner 


<I tiqned in this place: 


of Living ant Dying: B 


| Fa jovn theſe together”; becatife they YY 


conll cred more than they ought Hons . 
they are too familiarly acquairited; to be ſet' at | 
diſtance 3 and are but the conimon and' evident 
tevolutions of Nature, which gets as much by 
Death; as ſhe can do by Life :'if one thing dys, 
another lives out on't , is too.much a com 
place, of Philolophy to be inſiſta on ;' Twill 
FIR deal here with their effefts 'of ſimili- 
--fhough Ve cannot live bye abt death the 
He, Jing e Wee ye much after 'the ſine rite 
” jig theuſc of lite, is Put ons death z 
& ve mayage'the firſt ſt, 1 wefor the rol 


fn conclude webs NT - "#8 If our fiſt fe 
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are good, there is ſome hope of a better at laſt; 
if not, the,coatrary; and thus very generally | 
we leave the world. The cure of the Soul when | + 
we. are to dye, is not Jeſs difficult than the tepa-| t 
ration of the Body :. To quit a Diſeaſe that has] « 
been'long upon us, is not eaſily done in a few} jj 
moments : A long Journey 1s troubleſome tof 1 
provide:for in too fhort a warning ; the veryſ a 
haſte does enforce us to leave ſomething necel-| fe 
fary behinde us. Wherefore might I have my it 
wiſh, I would dye timely and by degrees; and I] © 
amno leſs beholding to Nature, if my end be þ 
ſo fitted, that I be'not precipitately thruſt out] A 
of the world by death ; either as it reſpets-T 
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Youth or Age, I cannot but pity .it wherefoeve 
I obferve it. .T would be ſome time a conſurting 
and by parts, : before I doit altogether : I holc 


Wil 
Po 


it the moſt fimiliar way of Nature ſo to diſpolq- (« 


of ys 3 and I woild not have her purpoſely gr 


% 
& + 


- 


ja Feavyer; ;the 


.. © . moredeſirqus to BO off with a Conſumption thaq' as 


firſt as a. convenient. warnin 


* He 
out of her way -for me : wherefore I am much, 


"Fe 
by 


_ of, my. diffolution , which it prepares in patſ--w 
. beforehands whereas the other has roo much '' oz 
| heatand Diſtempet.. Thever affeted NrunkenÞ th 
. ne, and I ſhould beloath'to have any thing lik" 


'S ; 


1 
a 


is ; humour in my Brain dying. I much appro\ 
a handſgine correſpondency.of Life and Death 
. I would not be altogether the fame dying anf 

Iind 


a 
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RR 
ſrving ; yet fiot ſo. as to attempt a Metinior- 
phoſis of my conſtitution at the time I am to be - 
transformed-by Nature : Tf Fhave lived a Gen- 
tleman ,' I ſhould'beloath ito turn a Cynick or 
Capuchine near the minute of: my departure : 
4f T cannot more niannerly take leave of my felf 
in leaving of the: world ; I {hall not endeavour 
at that time'to- court Heaven moroſely, arid: in a 
form would not have beconvd me before.Beſjdes, 
it ſhews too much forgetfulnes, apprehenſron, 
-or deſpair, to put-on a diſguue; or abſolutely.to 
' perſonate another Character-/{0 near our End. 
A good rhan hasa hard part+to A& 'Living and 
"Dying 3 but. T would not-cxpect ſuch a ſtrict 
"Decorum in-the Jaſt, that like a Player's, it mulf 
'mneeds have arr Exit inthe greatelt word or thing: 
"6hr Wit and Memory are generally too frail 
- (eſpecially . at-: that time) for extfaordinary 
* heights: ifa mans laſt day be not niuch the worſt, 
he ought not-to be ſo extraordinary ambitious , 
'' as: by its means to aſpire to his beſt, 1” cannot 
butobſerve too many Auſteritjes , Surges ,.and 
-windings m the. ves of Chriſtian pragice; 
J' one while poſting over the Alps to Rome; ; 4no- 
M- ther timewhip'dand ſpur'd to Gexevd gas if Faith 
mult pzzdout of our own Countrey of neteſlity : 
vw bifides; we arc not ſeldom! toaxemi(s; and;again 
hf# ad figorous nt our deyotionb;i Wherefore, L gguld 
with our:manners and piety: WEre JnOre., $nogr' : 
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aihdtitle, which were both Ethical -and Natu- 
ral 5 21dinot asf we had not:{e-much to do for 
our fobves, as others for us. - If thisexcellency, be 
admired 1n moſtof the; Ancient” Philoſophers.,. ut 

does no leſs highly merit an eteem.3 whole pre 
icepts'weretqually familiar - and .complaiſant tc 
good: mafiners ahd belief; and: by one : 
 could'guide themſelves accordingly. If there 
wetehere and there-a Diogeres amongſt..them 

a Moroſe or Cynical Chriſtians may look as od 

arnorigſt us :- Iwould: neither chooſe the con 
_  finement ofa Tabz-or # Temple: -fuch extraor{ 

dinary and 'irtegular - exaniples. 'of Living and 
Dying' take me-not:: aiiſterity; and ſullenneſy | 

maybe asmucty. (nts kinde): a torm or nodef ! 

ds-capping of the'Hat,; or'cringing the Knee :, if «g 
is oethnng to retire wiſely (asT have inſtanc'did 
alreadyF and another to be.ſo dogged as tobitq:o! 
-onrfedves. I.cannot blame anything ſo much iq-it 
- the Heroickvertue:and conſtancy of the Rowan yp 
agtheir voluntary :Deaths:and Suicides 3/ as if, 
- they-were obliged to live no longer: than: they-:q 
thought fit themſelves Fr. when their vextuq! ye 
was notſtocelsfut or:pratticable with others; of-th 
thirbfnecctiicy they:muſt dyo'when othee: me 

"'2zChilde'ery ache has:loft, us heat af 'ay- 

"Herdiek that leills himſelf for :lofingtharhe cat 

_ Hotkeep, (cho irſt-Jain fre is venaturdl}a 
vhs Wy Es & WV. . £1 
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his-was the caſe,,of Cato,.;B A: 4: like. 
What 2 Tragedy 1 1s.it,to think, of, Fs 
x| and tearing his. Rowels in.ſy 2 
it] ghe world 3 ory, what was, more 
>| ſeverity, the fight of Ceſar, and ha ge 79 
to] or fiultuxs TY rASHG, As aged 
| image the, ſame of Zrutas 
Iq 4rguſizs, and even with dj 7 
- yertue he had Fel Stoically &fv 


in - eng 


0, miſera winks; ergo. "il F verha. 
"Sed ego te Fanguan rexe exerceb am, ed 


' Serviebas ures and 9, 
Which I judge to be. me MY In, Gs 


= þ 


4t great a. man, 1nexpetinga certain EAI UA 


, [dency. of vettue over the nuiſtakes and accide 
tq:of the world; When very gite1 xbing/y 1; 
in-its (ef mark, [Or-1S. more YEA" oppre Hh 


#4.xightcous Cauſe: Among alll have read « 

 i|,cangot findea.more ycrtuaus Prince, ora tr 

ey 5 quarrel, than, what aur late King defended 1 and 
þ. yet the. ſucceſs. was no les capa auth : AS.On 

J the ather ſide, his-magnanimous an dequal com- 

\pliance with the laſt and worſt. Exigents of. his 

; bad been.jas much an; example even to 
| Cotaand Brutws 3-45 it far ſurpaſſes all Morel or 

nþoCh vrijtian Herges., | | 


Eq But 


this in reſpe&t of our prejudices'vn' all account 


[70]. 


; | But toreturn, T do not finde any thing 
commendable 'in the Ancieiits' {ptitting atide 
ſome auſtere examples ) as their' conſtancy to 


rhemfelyes and vertues, I meaii'in beginning 


betime; and no les honourable and prudent in 


concluding thei lives : They did" -notſet their 
youth forward in the world with airy and phan- 


taſtick notions , but 'made their vertue ſerions 


and early : they did not deny it the moſt weighty 
imployments of Age, when it flouriſhed with 


ſuitable endowments'; as was ſeen in 8cipio Af- 


fritan,' who at four and twenty years old, was 


00g t ſufficient far the Prudence and Majeſty 
of a Canſul or General , aydnoleſs ſucceſsfully 
managed the War againſt their moſt ſubtile-and 
formidable Enemy Aryibal ; and it was not” taf | 
be wondred at with them, whoſe manners did 
accuſtome and ripen ſo ſoon their greatneſs in| . 


altkindes. Amongſt us (as well . as ſome Ages | 
- paſt) it is far otherwiſe; our brain has no room 


tor flowers early : if we kill ſome weeds at forty 
and be reform'd to ſome ſobricty of underftand 
ing and manners then, 'tis paſſable enough wi 


_ Us; nay, if we came to be' better acquaintec 


with piety ina fit of ſickneſs, or take faſtholl 
of our Creed ONInS, *tis pretty well. I inftanc: 


from the incqualities of life.-” For the time'c 
Death, I finde one only maſt ſuitable and prope 
th 
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X ' When we have ſum'd all the Adions and .Cop- 
| - tents of life, they do at moſt, bur either ff Us, 
dl - Avery is, whichs very Ew hours can JO as 
of - 19s many5 0%, If we conlicer diligettly, 
al the greateſt blefſinge we can pexcerye. or enjoy, 
they are upon the: matter but ſ{o.-many repett- 


in " ® 7+ 6 f £19 Bj $: , +$ S. þ . 4, 
_ | + tions, as much'otirs in one day.as in many 3. we 
ES Su 4 143 4 wo Las 4, ba 1. {hi * $; . TEET : . : G 

| are not likely to obſerve a different order of Na- 


ture either in our ſelves, ' or any thing elſe.” Hea- 
. ven and Earth were the ſame jt our- fore-fathers 
time, and are likely to continue ,1ſo after ys 5 
and it is no ſmall meannzls of. S6u], not to have 
enough of the ſame thing often, which we cannot 
better. underſtand, or any wayes more perfeftly 
enjoy. When all is done, it mult be (as T have 
touched already) an eyennels in living, that can 
beſt (uit and welcome our ſeparation from the 
oY” RG OATS —@ 


_— 
world : He' that þasliv'd airily and generous, fi 
goes off with no good Decorum , if his death | Ks 
xepreſent a Satyr or Tragedy againſt his palt life : | Ta! 


| 'Nor do I judge that Heayen is much pleas'd to 
behold us ſo -unequally : Wherefore 1f ſuch a 


IE 
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man does not dye capping of Verſes , I Eat allg\v 
hinj ſome complaiſance with” Poetry ard Wir: 
5. perhaps 2 thought of that Kinde, 6 it be 
uſeful and Diving, may go more ſtioothly tip- 
ward from his Genius,than a line of the Prophets 

e Has not been ' fo well acquainted 'with. 


- 


——— 


$*08) 
' He that thinks he can more agreeably end ith 
Nialick than Tearsjt were ſevere to deny bite 
; his profeſſion be What it will, Though1 am far of þ fu 
another judgement than Petronines Arbiter was; | fi 
Yet I could pardon moſt of his Enormite$except O1 
he being no Chriſtian) far his fo gentiſe and di 
*delicateembracing of his end, m confortnity-with | b 
_ his life, and what he thought was to be' WAGs "0 
; felicity- Audiebatque eferentes levia © "A 
ns _ Carmina, E* faciles verſys--= | 
. .Andit is probable enough that ſuch as we call | d 
_ Heathen, hada due apprehenſion of the hime | 1 
...of too great. an inequality or tergiverſation'in |, © 


, themſelyes; a tiſcful thought for Chriſtiatis,Who Þ* tt 


A 
%d 


- 
. 
of © 
- 
Fx 
* 


- 


- abqveall ſhould. endeayourto liye arid dye as | A 
. decomes their belief, - _* os oO 
I catnot deplore death, ( not only as-It'1s.fo I'd 


© familiarandcertain with matikinde) bur tather | a 
S +4 CITI adi, » © ; fs 78 71m finde |} 


_— dn AS 
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| 
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finde m voy ſelf obliged to welcome it in reſpe# of 


fo ſubſerviency to the wifes-of Providence nay, 


j am aſſured, hi had we not'6nr-periods! Fit by 


its means, bur might live tilthe world were 46 
over-burthen'd, thats its numbers of ther muſt 
neceſſarily be impaired, we ſhould 'do 
itt” madly” and: Butcher-like 'of our: "elves, 

and be glad toreceivethe 'hatural conveniericies 
'of death for dur own fakes.” 1 finde {and I do 
not remember Where) a mn kinde of: merry 
'wiſhin fore-body, that he might never dye ; 
as arguing, that it were nothing for Heaytfr t0 
exempt from the grave the life of one man. But 
ſuppoſe this perſon might have obtained his de- 
lire 3 might not he have been weary of living , 
or abhorr'd its perpetuity int himſelf, which to a 
determin'd and final comprehenſion could not 


"be fatisfattory >" I confeisT' tave ne #M 


"454 


"nd ina ma mer contrat fy to its: Seer of 
_natimely ted of fin Tb/many {eyiesd he 
"'Uividual things which periſh young © Lſtetfin 
Trees, and'Beaſts'; and what rs'moſt deplofable, 
"eyen in the moſt hopefil of fumane youth:When 
' temoved by Diſeaſes, Accidents, and the ike : 
and yet there is no doubr- but tothe trtthidſt 
"power and proyidence of Nature, ſhe! inf&88 a 
"*dne contiritidtibn. But'this *is'a contthfplation 
. aboye thought. Fhe moſt proper” ad-uſcful 


conlt- 
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coaſideratioa that we can have on this ſubjeq, 
1s, not to be wanting. to our ſe]vcs in reflecting] _ 
on the intemperancies, vices, :and.imprudencies} x 
of life. z-becaule theſe are no Jes, our concern, R 
than in qur powerto,remedy. , As far death ,,as| 4 
it is of neceſſity and without, us,. and.glaims no-| 
thing from. us that we..can call abſolutely ours; | « 
ſo we are obliged.and. ought .t9 be prepared, toſ , 


bid iqwelcom : There being no,greater imbeci-| 
liry of inde, thay.in being unwilhog toJcayel | 
Lite 5 which we Neither can. Or, ought: L009 7, 
keep. $53) ; 70g -"qpa{4- v3 77: 86 n 
Of 'my Self | 6 
Of | #4 Y Ts | () n 


$1405 Tia" + (- 1 150240 8 | ooprs, D111 
Haye troubled my Reader with, ſome genera © 
lities of my thoughts ;and I will now, with hip _ 


* 


leave, limit ſome.to.my elf; yer, ſo, that as much | 
of the world I findezo-me, he, ſhall-take (if hel , 1 
. pleaſe) together with me. Everyman reprelenty * « 
a Microcoſm or little world ,. 1s pid, and Prof * , 
verbial.; I finde by, my ſelf that I. repreſent. - 
 Mankinde ſomewhat broader and larger. It I 
conſter:my ſelf, I:can read the world better withy * F 
im me, than without mc : the manners of molf. x 
.. meti have to doin me whether I will or no ; therq” - 
is no Vice or Luxury.but my conſtitution has 
| | twang 


L 


4 


- Ro: >. mito > = aff 


fail as well as moſt of them, in.the. 
dicament of practice :. my Soul has the ms. 


my ſelf, as moſt have done; and 1 —— 
my- ingen#ny for troubling me to ſo, litt 


| * PUrPOIc 
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twang of , in-which my Soul does imbibe more 


venom than it is able to vomit out of me Rex 


I'am not aſhamed to confels, that I 4p 
ſuch enormities- that I cannot icy The 
There is no Logician of them all, that can better 


diſtinguiſh Vertue from Vice, than [ Aha I 


tune (with, others) to be more Spe! Fan 
good, I haveinvented as man fine Guogs 


Repentance i is but the brocage of ill manners, 


though as dear. a Purchaſe as any, man Fong 
make for himſelf : there are many 
gains to be had.in Lorg-Lane (1 7 Mes paſt 


the meannels of the Metaphor) than are: tobe 


. allowed from Philoſophers and Divines: the Soul 
- muſt be at the charge.of fo, many nice. and fine 


4 ?.Idea's, with either of the laſt, that believe me , 


| Senſe will g0-near to repent Or-vitiate. her con- 
 trat another way wherefore I blame 'em. not, 


- if they allow better bargaias to themſelves than 


, Other men have: from them |: I am forced, yo 
- deal with my Soul and Body together , do what 
{ Tcan, or they for me : What finde exorbitant 
in my (elf, I. amas apt tocheck as another.man z 
yet caanat. fall djredly foul with Nature. for 
"making 


_ [76] 
making Vice predominant, or more neceſlary i in 
me thart' T1 <offd with, (i ince ſhe has 'declated in 
S artit ſha!l be ſo, in giving me a ſuitable 
reperatnent and being : : Iwill not therefore be 
e& with herwill, although 1 do not abſo- 
mixtmyV Own. When 1 behold a beau- 
| my: inclinations want no alacrity 
roreDIger her is a Woman, and my ſelf as a 
Me 5&n mAb _ y enough ores that 
a ! er as Mnc Et 
| pork othets; flince her'Hee's and Aras 
have ri parttenlar appropriation from any 're- 
cord of hers) untill I ſelet ſome more ſuperlative 
Ct reſtrath-this | propenſity of mine.*! To 
nly, Ffinde'-my appetite! ſo f{trong, or 
"If may fay;  thar'] F am foreetto make ule] 
t only a ; Cutbto 3 it-, but-of- 4 Muſtole or| 
AAA to 26.9005 and I afure*: you ,-1-am| 
ot wheti beth ſifficient £0: hehe my tur 
— It artfable' to mirage my ef ſoft]. 1n 
- ahd fa betwixt Vernicald Vice , I-hold hi 
"ta "Palin for my '-njatners ': whergþt 
Fx irregular," hays but go aſtrayſome Fi 
' thing; % however,my-endeavonr thill be obpeal - 
K- Ms felv ofher Hed &S = bunds , as an 
b---- -othet Man. Teannor - : allow of t 
"_ ' Maxime from wholildever it -comes} 
- + -thatallmen are by Nature'equally evil or vi$ 
St---* riots, *fmce1 findet. as fally-comradifted, ;afh A 
wt £097: 


H ©S.H"O PTE Sr my” ho \pangtts £21 pony ot ap 


For 


[a7 
the complexions. and inclinations of men ariſ n 
| from thence can be poflibly- ſaid to differ. 7 
le | ignifies to. me all ane, to hold that menate cold 
e | and hot alike; that 'they feed and are equa 
3- | nouriſhed to one condition . or: temperamen 
” Bady : which 1s, ſufficient. to. mani feſt. what 
y | ado-and ſcuffle Gs made by. ſorte to fit a, tmore 
a| refined Soul and. Bady roger, a is Ext 
xt] of ſabfiltance FO humang _ And: h here 'I 
6-| could make, a Qt ucry., W idy £16 
's tcaſonably expeta Fe _ tor fi 
z-| his offences, as are more. oe Iytheim} 
re] of Nature, than ay '4b elf > T finde 
'o| Way.io obvious to. dit ke ellent? 
»r[-mity ofthe Soul om the Body,as thatI can t 
ſo['Or contcmplate ſo much betis than T dv: , 29d 
2r] here I.conceive-. muſt he g ranted an 'FExcdllis 
ml or. a Divine PRs Oh ny n,. the Soul Hoigie ; 
-n}arid:yet 1 findethat it. does {a paxticipate'of the 
| imverfetions of the. body, that it ſeenis aſher bo 
f bungle with thoſe Ping notions a neJae 
that. are inberoqr. n. 1t,, than, td belkozy 
ed fully,..and expreſſive onthe. intelle& or "Ox 
kl.ample, I.am Writin on, this UPjz et. wh Fr : 
An holding to:m) Ce, ine, bite 
at.Soneavesit.1n grals : if ſhe Were a Bi 
7 PE EDT je £ould Lk ns 
14,9990 bel nf i ut 8: dc: he 
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"my underſtanding is more intricately +roublq, I 


8 | 0} 5 2 

execute, 15 at ſome ſtand to diſcern her ſelf, as] \ 
likewiſe her apprehenſion of whatſoever is of af i 
more ſublime ſubſiſtency. Every man may findef r 


. that excellency in his Soul, that no reaſon: (for] 


the impediments above memioned) is able tgf a 
give account of : He may think backward, for: n 
ward fix his conſideration on this or that object yg] fi 


obſerve ſuch a continual, and uncompell'd mo# c 


tion of all the faculties of his Soul , as it i 


es 
. neceſſarily to requitea more ſupream and laſting}'f 


= 4 *© 


abode, than can be given it by the Body : nay] t 
if a man conſiders how far he can recollet pafiſ'p 
thoughts, and. how early Children are for the'u 


_ moſt part capable and expreſſive of ſuch knov] v 


ledge , as could not teafonably be fuppoſeq'n 
Tearn'd, or taught them, it will make a good tc 
judgement inclineable ro -permit the Sout x Di 'n 
vine pre-exiſtence or being. Wherefore I car © 


not believe the Incarnation, (though held by fc 
oy ſo incomprehenſible x fandamental of ouf fa 


Faith) to be more a Miracle, though a greateq'of 
ſince they differ no more, than that the one is th}' 
general Divinity of Mankinde ; the other a mor fe 


| 0 om and Sacred eſſence in the myſticq & 


ion of both Natures in Chtift: But Twill av 


_ ho more of this pirticular, left Fmake my ReF'©t 


Is Well as fm man tig th 
enqugh to do with the world , but I finde'th $ 


wit” 


es [59] 
ad] with my If; IT am not-ſooverſeen or miſtaken 
"21 in'any other man : I know where to have othet 
Jef mens fhoughts in © greater' meaſure 'by their 
or] ACctions;as the covetous, fraudulent, difſemblers, 
tol and the like.” I a& none of theſe parts againſt 
1: my ſelf ; wherefore they are nothing of my bu- 
ty fineſs with 'me : where my adons 'ate- moſt 
ox common with'the 'reft-of: Mankmde, iT" /finde 
f my thoughts-not only different from them;- but 
7p 'from ſuch other of mine as iny Brain is pleaſed 
ys to furniſh me with ; I cannot chuſe' but per- 
aft'plex my ſelf with what 1 have foundits notto be 
hq underſtood , ' as-wel} as- ſome T am acquainted 
vi withall : I finde my Soul is 'willing to inſtruct 
q mc, but cannot z and yet am till inviting her 
4 to be my Tutreſs :' I am fo unhappy, | as never 
Dy more to doubt my: knowledge :; than when I 
ar conſider ' mich : where T' would take- it pro- 
by foundly,: F find it ſhallow -and/I prove it the 
ouf fame in othersthat have 'pliitig'd deepeſt. - I very * 
teq/ often - perceive my conceptions more jatring, 
thi within themſelves than with other mens, where- 
or fore I am;better prepared to receive their inftru- 
icd ions than my own. I am far more delighted 
'{a-with ſuch Authors'as are rather ingenious ,*than 
ef -chrivus abt ſubtle ; which is no ſmall reaſou'that 
Hthe-nice' diſtinftions -and: Dottrines ' of | the 
14 Schools, is les the Ambition of my knowledpe. 
q I have ebſerv'd cnough the: difference amought 
vil” Philo- 


— — =-,_ A 
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Philoſophers of the beſtreprite, to build ; any cer; 


ramty-af- Science from principles which at beſt 
gogoteuch higher. than probability : The cu- 
And -{carch of mans ENG ay un I prov'd 
large 5 -but that Nature had much ſtraitaed his 
intelligence in order to himſclf. To Mathe- 
maticks.I haye been-more indulgeat , in reſpet 
It depends on deriionſtration , and a.methqd to 
eonchade certainly gn, ſomethi ag..: but, as;I en- 
deayout'd to proceed, I ſoon foynd.many rhiogs 
mit rather intricate-and profound , than ulefu 
er aries, French la ap-Le Jes 4.# vaupe le Chandellg: 
wherefote I arches no in general , that a taſte 
of Books; of fach a Curſary knowledge : as be- 
came 23 Gentleman ,; was moſt advantageous, .to 
myGenius. Aboyeall, I found that the wit of 
; manners; ſuch as is in Cicero, Seneca, .and 
of the Poets, conduced-moſt to refine ata ; 
- Giving it Lach a politeneſs of Spirit, and Judg- 
ment, 4$.was beſt rp to thoulet of life in all 
- Kindes + In ſhort, I hold it more agreea ble.to en- 
joy theworld, than, to .be overmuch. cumber'd 
ith its. contemplation. I pen- nothing, of weight, 
.utÞifinde-my canceptions various : and incer- 
- #81, +:which not ſeldom betraye,my reaſon, ; Ao 


$4 


-s&Labyriith of doubts; and.ſoleavesat 5 
- cannatgdiſceraithe :Way,out a9 npt:; 


.23-bring; any! apprehenſion! mhare I can. [leaſt] 


*igyalde _— thats d- lo&>yy i&lfs when 1 
would 


» 1 © 2 1 © Aon mw 
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| would be moſt conliderately found by my wun- 


derſtanding, 


Iwrite with as many blots as moſt their do,and 
yet I have found ſometimes occaſion to blame 


'my ſelf fot.notmaking of more : Infomuch that 


I haye been not a little concerned that I have 
publiſhed ſonie things over-haſtily, or without 
ſuch a diligerit exaniination as I could have be- 
ſtowed on them. 'T would not by my will have 
caabled the world to judge better of my ſenſe , 
than my own teaſon might have done for them 
and me too. Ber Johnſon laid of Shakeſpear's 
Works, that where he made one blot, he wiſh'd 
he had made a thouſand : If my brethren of 
Pernaſſzs be content with me to take as many 
amongſt us, I will with good ſatisfaction ſhare 
with them, though I do not finde more of my 
Lines that deſerve a Purge for being Aguith or 
Gouty, than I do of theirs. As for praiſe, I 
neyer much courted it, or thought ſo meanly of 
my ingenuity, as to endeavour 1ts ſupport that 
way. : where I have thought my lines ſtrong, [ 
have never apprehended they could be Crippled 
by a Critick, If ſome have ({mil'd at my wit, I 
have perhaps done the ſame at their cenſure. I 


could never carry my felf fo ſmoothly towards 
the perverſe or indiſcreet, as to arrive at the 


reputation of heing one of the ingenious of their 
Club or Society; which ſeem'd all one tome, as 
| j F to 


[22] 
to be thought one of the wiſeſt Fools amangſt 
them though perhaps I might have been cele- 
brated foffuch a toy, on as eafie terms, as I ſee 
it beſtowed on others, who, are well enough 
content to enjoy arepute of wit, at the coſt of 
theirs, or _other mens folly... I never increaſed 
my ayerſion to,mens parts, or what I conceiy'd 
their failings, out of any pique to their perſons, 
(though 1t be the Splenative and contemptible 
carriage of ſome) nay, I haveever endeavour'd 
to ſet the keeneſt of my Wit againſt my own 
failings 1n all kinds ; and have been no Jeſs trou- 
bled to perceive that ſuch blemiſhes as I haye 
at onetime pretty well prun'd from my Genius, 
ſhould at another ſeaſon ſpring again. T love 
my ſelf tuo well to write my,own Satyx , and 
yet I 4m not aſham'd to tell my Reader that my 
own Salt has inwardly gall'd my ſelf. IT have 
ſoractimes conſidered other men in a balance 
with me, and have found cauſe to depreſs my 
{elf, as much as | have exalted them : where [ 
judged their - Abilities weighed lighter than 
mine, I have added ſome grains to 'make them| 
more ponderous te my underſtandmg. If Thave 
allowed any more favour than they have deſer- 
ved, or returned me, I repent 1t not, as being 
Mmorc ſuitable to humanity, tp have more kind- 
nels tor the beſt things of men, than to be over- 
ſevere or froward at th&r wort. 


Exper 
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Experience is ſaid to be the Miſtreſs of Fools, 
and ſhe has beeri fo far my knowledge of the 
world, as that T have truſted and been deceived 
hay, with that indulgency too, that I have not 
concluded nien ſo bad ,, as I have had cauſe 
enough to think them 3 though when ſach had 
been well prov'd by me, I could riot have ima- 
vin'd them ſo vile as I found them: ; on 

I have this more to fay for my ſelf, that 
(were it not for oſtentation) it lyes ſufficiently 
in my power to compare my ſelf adyanta- 
viouſly with the greateſt part of men of as gene- 
rous a birth as I am, (I will paſs by what 
ingenuity or learning belorigs to them or me ; 


' Jeſt they take it tooill, if I do not allow them 


tore wit and knowledge than I pretend to) 
wherefore I would be underſtood in manners 
only, to the defets of which I dare affirm, T do 
not finde my ſelf ſo prone as many of my degree: 
I ſtudy no form of words, or modes of deceit : I 
am neither ſo prodigal or covetous ; no aflociate 


' of ſuch Cabalsof impertinency and debauchery, 


as 1ot a few of my equals are addifted to. If 1 


haye been ſo frail as to have to do with Vice, it 


has been alone, and with a bluſh. I ſtave off no 
Creditors with hard words; or put them to the 
expence of Suitsfor their own. I deal with men 
as Iwould have men deal with me ; thart is to ſay, 


- plainly and juſtly : I finde enough in the world 


F 2 that 
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that I better, eyen in the worſt things: I am 
\ neither ſo bad as I could be, or as they are and 
would be; which I might take to be ſome cre- 
dit to my imperfetions, if they could deſerve 
any : aad I do not pretend toan abſolute vertue. 
In ſam, I could never indure to render my felt 
' Hriliculous tomy If, as to pretend to be more 
religious, or morally good, than well became 
mz conſcience to aflert , ( notwithſtanding I 
obſerve nothing more commonly and ealtly 
cpunterfeited, both as to private and publick 
relpets) I will therefor: leave ſuch dilgniles to 
m1 of ſaitable deſigns and intereſt : 1t others 
hold them Patriots, they ſhall be none of 
mine, but againſt my will. I deſire neither to 
abuſe my ſelf, or the world 3 if I do not finde 
_ cauſe to adore my deſert, I am as far from en- 
deavouring to receive the Idolatry of other 
men. 

'Tis generally ſaid of Painters, that they figure 
themſelves beſt; and it may be afwel aftirmed , 
tnat men ſuitably accompliſa'd are moſt able to 
write themſelves : whercfore of many Hiltories, 
Lives and Charadters of men, . delivered by the 
Pens of the ingenious, it would not but have 
been at leaſt as uſeful, if for the moſt part they 
had publiſhed as diligently themſelves : I ſhould 
much rather have choſen to read the Lives of 
- 80cr.:tes and Plato, as allo ſome of the beſt Poets, 
' com» 


[55] 
communicated'by their own Pens, than Alexan- 
der or Ceſar by Luintus Curtins, or Plutarrh. 
But as ſome men are over-mcdelt , fo others 
are as much aſhamed to expreſs themſelves truly 
and home to what they ought to diſcover;which 
may be the reaſori that the world is not ſo utc- 
fully knowing 1n this kinde, 

In the mean time, as I have received ſome 
ſatisfaftion in communicating thus far my clf 
unto me , fo I ſhall as willingly receive my 
Readers pardon for troubling him with what he 
has ſo little to do with : though I am fully in- 
different in appearing what I am to the world, 
as to my thoughts : or if at any time he ſhall 
conceive this method uſeful for himſelf and 
others, I could wiſh that he would fo far im- 
prove it, and me, as to publiſh as indifferently 
his Figure; that I may take as deep inſpection 
into his, as he has had of mine. 


FINTS, 
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The PREFACE 
To the Paraphraſc on Cicers's LELIUs, - 


ff NE al the moſt exquiſite Eloguence that has 

proceeded from the Tongue or Per of 
man, the world has juſtly-allowed a fu- 
' pream eſteem to this. Author s., + of whom Pliny 
ſages, Solusin toga Triumpham meruit-ligguzq; 
lauream : Inſamuch. that it may.he affirmed, that 
Cicero's Per has given mote honour to Rome, 
than the Sword of her Captains and Armies 
which magnanimonſly ſubduad; (6; great a part of 
the Earth to her Dominion : Her Corngqueſts we 
ofee (ſuitable to the.. common fats of greatneſs ) 
have received a period long ſince , whil ft the 
Writings of this Author ere'at this day ſupreane 
_ throughout the world.  * _. 

His Expreſſion W485 7108. a60re happy, than his 
thoughts profound.” If we take him as a Philo- 
ſopher, he was LK pg ore of the moſh learn'd 
| of the age he lived in, or perhaps that has ſucceed- 
ed him. To the Schools he cane betime, yet maye 
early flouriſhed 11 Bloguences, being [4id to have 
been able to Declaim. in Greek at fifteen gears 
old : which fhews us, that Wit is far more ths 
produTion of Nature than Art. 

__ This Treatiſe which he calls Lelius , or De 
F 4 Amici- 


The Preface; 

Amicitia, written by hin to Pomponius Atticus, 
the Reader may perceive to have been a Dia- 
logue-Diſcourſe betwixt Lelius,Sczvola,und Fan- 
nus, Romans of good account in the time. they 
red, which I take to be the Age next preceding 

"of amows in producing Scipio African, 
oo the Elder, both of whom receive an _ 
able mention bere : ; he moſt eſpecially the fo 
whoſe moſt excellent vertue and converſe wit his 
noble and worthy friend Lelius, does in no ſmall 
meaſure dignifie this Treatiſe , to whom Cicero 
gives this efpecial Commendation in- his 4th Bogk. 
of Tuſculane Queſtzors, Sapientiz ſtudium vetus 
quidem in noſtris, '{ed tamen ante Lelii xtatem 
& Scipionss, .non reperio quos appellare poſlim 
nominatim. '- 
_. Whether the ſibjett here treated ws wholly 
Compil & by Cicero, under thoſe names; or 
' whether he found ſome precedent matter (which 
T rather believe) and ſo beſtowed a poliſhing 01 
it by his Eloquence , is not certainly known : 
dio it were, Tdare affirm that the worth of 
this Anthors Pen does not more eminently appear 
in any thing written by him, than in this his moſt 
excellert Treatife of F by hip, the Title whereof 
ſhews faffic iently its uſe and value. 
" There gre few men fo bad, to deny the warth 
and benefit of Friendſhip, th Lough T conceive the 
Age we lrwe in 3s as little Prepared to praiſe 


t 


oo a. Ys Cos 6 a5 


TS a a ® a <1 L TY 


k. ts & cans 3. dn I ba BY 


be tbwu ( Fy* WE 


ho. EX Mos Weagh. i. oh 3.4 


AQ? & Dd 


—_ + 


_— 


The Preface. | 
it, as moſt of the former; ſince” we. ſinde 


mens reſpe@s ſo much applyed to their own 
uſes, that it is rather 4 complying of Intereſt, 
quz ad Commodum accedit,( as Seneca obſerves) 
than any regard or application to worth : 4 
conſideration that might have given me diſincou- 
ragement enough from conveying this Treatiſe 
into our Language. and Verfe, (notwithſtanding 
its repute more than ſeventeen hundred years 
in Proſe) though it has no ſmall reaſon to. prevail 
02 our Tudgements and manners , in delivering 
to ws how abſolutely the vertue af Rome was 
united to her greatneſs, and in particular 
that afſetion and eſtecm her Citizens received 
from the goodneſs of their manners ; which 
cannot (if duely weighed) but advantage pub- 
lick and private Concerns. ... 

And it is ſome admiration, that from ſo emi- 
nent and worthy an example as. Rome , whoſe 
vertues k que been morethan twenty Ages conſþi- 
cuoxs to the world , ſo little has been pradird 

if the precepts of ſo great a Miſtreſs + Nor 
ad ſhe the good fortune to continue many Ages 
her own example, as may be ſern by" her 
Empires declination and fall ; it "being the 
worſt of her. fate, to be ruin'd by laving her 
Vice too exorbitqnt fpr her power to ſubdue. 

What T have here effeded, T have ExtitI'd 4 

Paraphraſe in Verſe rather than'a Poem , not only 


= 


as the eſſential matter i not amine. but + 1 $ 
have taken liberty to enlarge the ſubjeF,or decline\W 
proper PAanes and circumſtances, C as the Reader 


gnay perceive ) which though ſweetned with the 
Eloquence of Cicero, 'wonl4 not have received 


a like Harmony from Vorſe*; A licenſe moſt| 


«lowable and uſeful to Poelſe, whenſoever it has 
#9 do with Proſe; wherein if ny thoughts have not 
£99 wrhappily nringled with his, T doubt not but 1 
ay free from debate them by mine, or rendring 
what were properly his beneath themſelves. 

For the main, I have followed bis manner o 
Dielogne and method, as may be nnderſtood 
-#he Original, excepting that I have divided the 
whole into three parts , of which I have made 
his Preface one. | 

The great abundance of this Authors Eloquence 
and matter, in this and other his Treatiſes , 
(which like « pleaſing fountain flows into man 
freams)do's rather ſhew his copjionſneſs of chought 
than ſuperfinity of Imagination: ſo that it may 
ſeem impoſſible for him to have added more to his 
own ſenſe in port of Expreſſion or Ornament. 

What IT have here done, is not with the con« 
fidehce of an Orator that would preſume to inter- 
mix his Per with Cicero's; but rather ( as 1 
have inſtanc'd already) a Poctical Licenſe that 
may defend me in Verſe, whilſt the other would 


bave juſtly condemn'd me in. Proſe : And ſol | 
A 


leave it to the Judgement of my Readcr. 


— 
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A Paraphraſe in Verſe on C icero's 


Lelins, or of Frieudſbip ; written 
by bim to Pomponius Atricus. | 
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F Caius Lelius worth, Fame much did tel], 
When Rome all Nations Vertue did cxcel, 

And him amongſt her prudent Robe efteem'd , 
| Then Mxtixs Scevola he wiſely deem'd _ 

The chaſte Eſpouſer of his Wn js Bed, _ 

Of whoſe high Wiſdom much by Fame was ſed; 
When he a wondrous Roman Augure fate, 
Foreſecing thus ſucceſſive deeds of Fate, 

Which keeps no Circle conſtant to mankinde , 

But rounds a Centre too ſublime to finde z __ 
Though it can never (werve from Nature's Law, 
WhiPſ Fools to Fortune would enflave their awe. 

But paſs we henge to Seqvolg's greater fame, 

Where Twllie's richeſt words exalt his Name 

And Lelizs, did with him of Friendſhip treat , 
'With Caius Fannw : (oon after di'd the great 

And warlike Scipio, from Africk,not more fam'd, 
Thaa ia this Treatiſe we bave Lelizs nam'd: 


- "Which 


\ 


| [2] 
Which from me Atticus thy Love requir'd , 
Nor 1s there {ubje&t'more my SSul detir'd 


Than Friendſhip gives, the Gold of Worth and Love, 


Whictrdoes mankinde to noblelt as improve. 
Ot Cato's prudent ape, befor: I writ, 

And thought its Patronage might thee befit:z * 
He wiſely liv*d, but flouriſh'd moſt in years, 


Which, reaſon (Mankind's timeſt fiatf): moſt fears : 


So much his Wiſdom did my Soul dclight, 
That more his words than mine, I ſtrove to write. 
The ſame for Lelius here my Pen would do, 
Whoſe ſage delert's convey'd with Cato's too : 
Think now he ſpeaks or dictates to my Theam, 

As 1t admir'd th namortal Cato's Name, 

Lelixs to Scipio-African a Fnend, 

What praiſc,, or greatneſs farther can extend? 

And thus to Faxnus Lelims had exprett. 

Fzx. Who then reply'd, Let our diſcourſe not EY 
With too ſhort mention of his mighty fame 
That razs'd the honour of our Roman Name. 

Of his and Cato's worth, who would not hear, 
To which our Senate ſuch rcfpe did bear ? 

Tay graces too for ever Fame muſt own 

Not 1.65 to us, than to wiſe Cato known; 

Gifts of thy minde too great for to compare - 

But with his, Pcople, Scnate, held ſo dear. 

Thou wiſe trom Nature, Manners, ſtudy, too, 
What more than theſe could Cato's merit ſhow ? 
Thy Prudence does felicity ſo place, 

As *tis the Gole for thy ſwift Vertues race 3 ' 

And accidents of man doſi fo dcfpile , 

Thar thou initruftet Fortune to be wilc, 

Of me and. Feevola, thy, great Friends haye ſought 
Hovy Scipio's death did wound thy noble thought 3 


+2034 


- 


"wt Fw oc OL A LIES nd 7 


Becauſe] 


dd FO ZZ HOO dd A ww 


wo» ww <O woEetRYJ 


\ = 
034” 


Becauſe that in theſe Nones thou did?ſi not Gore 
| To Brutus Gardens, the delight of Rome , | 
Where no day.paſs'd, but we from thee might hear 
Thy prudent Comments (o divinely rare, 
Appli'd to things molt high import mankinde , 
Beſtowing, thus the Treaſures of thy minde. 
Scev. True, I muſt witneſs what our Fannus ſpake 
When thy Friends griev'd let Lelizs Soul might take 
Too ttrid a ſorrow tor great Scipio's death, 
Or bid adieu to like on wings ot breath : 
To which Tanſwer'd, though I had obſcrv'd | 
Thou in thy valve of him had'ſt not ſwerv'd 
From modcration beſt declares. the wife 3 | 
Yer, might thy Soul be pierc'd with humane eyes, 
No grict could there be wanting does become 
' The Friend of Scipio, and concern of Rome :* 
But for what cauſe thou haſt withdrawn ot late, 
To ſorrow, or thy ficknels does relate. 
Lel. Ot me kinde Scevola has juliiy ſpoke, i 
Nor has my Soul ſuch vain imprefſion took, ,} + 
| That I can mourn one hapleis hour away, 
Which duty to my Countrcy bids me pay 3 
This Conſtancy expccts, avd Rome of me , 
Which tor no ſorrow mult negleCtcd bes 
Great Scipzo's Friendſhip I admired moxe 
Than my beſt thoughts can e're his loſs deplore ! .. .. 
His vertue beſt inftructeth me to know | 
How Publick-duty private does allow : 
This in our Zamas Battel was beheld, 
When Romans did their lives to glory yield, 
He wept mot in that day one Romay's tall , 
But joy d their Valours forc'd their Funeral ; 
And ſhould I mourn his death who di'd fo great, 
*Twou'd Dok as if Fate could his Fame defeat. 


: But 


But cte T more of his high dedis ſpeak, 
Thy Love does Famnys me too equal-tiake 
To matchle(s Cato, who chief of Mortals knew 
What humane Wiſdom moſt became to do 5 
Nor think that mighty Sage Apollo choſe 
Before his Prudence could himſclf propoſe : 
His deeds and ſayings tmight have added ſetiſe 
To what Greeks teign their Oracles diſpenſe. 
But to my Sejpio I will row return, 
And tcll you how my Soul his death does mourn : 
Should 1 depriv'd of him my loſs deny, 
*Twere wotlethan Stoical ſtupidity ; 
Touch'd Iam deeply, ' and tnay truly (ay 
My Soul's bett joy deceas'd in his laſt day : 
Nor can I hope that man ſhall ever be 
Grac'd as 1 was with ſuchan Amity; _ 
He dy'd fo great, that 'twere my Friendſhip's crime 
To wiſh he liv'd todye a fecond time 3. 
Which does preſent ſuch comfott to my Soul, 
That I the world's fond way of grief controul : 
No hurt to Scipio could by death accrew, 
His famous lots to me molt hartn did do : 
Though too much my misfortune to lament 
Were a concern too great 1th my content. 
His vertue did atrive to fuch a height, 
That more Immortal''tis than Stars or light : 
What did he not accompliſh man can prailc, 
Or whoa wiſh above his decds would raiſe ? 
How much did Romze his Noble youth admire, 
Majeſtick great, yet full of Martial fire ? 
His Uinckle, Father, both great Conſuls Slain 
In one dayes Ficld 'herce Aznihbal did gain , 
Whole Fate and Carthage were relerv'd to be 
The fame ard glory of his victory ; | 


_ 
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| Romes Conſulſhip he never did demand, 
His vertue nor himſ{cif did for it.ſfiand : 
| Though twice that honour'd office he has grac'd 
Once before due, as ſoon when-duc fo plac'd ; 
Wars preſent, tuture Triumphs he obtain'd 


| WhiPRt Carthage conquer'd what power next remain'd., | 


For Empire of the world with Rome duiſt cope , 

| So much his deeds oblig'd her warlike hope ; 

- | His manners to his afons honour were, 

| Subduing paflions, Nature's rougheſt. War : 

| He Armies taught the worth of Givil Laws, ._ . 

| Which more Victorious made Rome's Martial canlc 2: 
*Twere endle(s all bis graces ta declare, 

| What pious Sdn his Mother held fo dear : 

Liberal to ſuch alli*d to his high blood 3 

Juſt unto all, ta. Friends moli kindiy good : 

Theſe deeds I doubt: not are well known to yo,, , 

And how our City him lamented too, Wn. 

That Crown'd his end 3 aud who'g. be valu'd more 

Than him, great Rome held worthy to deplore?, _ _ 

Each year he liv'd,'more joy his paſt fill brought; 

Who aged di'd, yet unimpaii'd in thought 3 

His Lite. ſo great, that Death ic (clt took care.. 

For his: Soul's flight, his Bodies pain to ſparc. 

The day befoxe his lalt auſpicious come, _ | 

When him our Confcript-Fatkers waited home, 

To us forcſhew'd that Romes rewarding Gods 

Would ſoon demand him tq.thir bleſs'd abodes:: 

Who can conſider his deſert, and fay "<E 

Souls dye and live our Bodies Mortal way ? 

This made me judge how wiſe and pious thoight | 

Religious rites unto mans practice brought z 

Concluding, that Immortal Soyls mull 

Difrob'd of Senſe their mean felicity.z - 
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A Theorem our Ancients Ei Avi | 
And as *twas worthy Scipio's,ſo 'tis mine * 
Heit confirm'd almoſt with his laft breath, 
To ſhew he better things did hope by death, 
Wherefore his end my friendfhip cawt lament, 
Since Heaven in him receives a full content * 
Nay, could I think that Souls with Bodies dye, 
And felt no more of humane miſery 3 
*Tis palpable, that as death brings no good, 
So it our hurt cannot'be 'underſigod. : : . 
In Scipio dead I am bleſYd, as I rejoyce. 
My Soul's high honour in his Loves great choice : 
From him 1 learn'd what friendſhip did import, 
And ſaw its meanneſs in the vulgar ſort 3 
My ſole concerns with his our Loves did joyn, 
And his Republick-cares embrac'd with mine: | 
Not that 1 would my Fanjzs ſhould ſurmife 
That his eſteem declar'd us cqual wiſe 3 
Nay, durſt my thoughts that Parallel extend, 
"Twere l:G'than to have been our Scipio's Friend : 
Few Noble Fricndfhips Ages paſt could fhow , 
Nor (hall like his and mine the future know. | 

Fax. Wiſely has Le/ius to this period brought 
His Scipzo*s worth,” which ſhall furvive-all thoughtz _ 
Though Komes Dominion with its weight fthould fink, 
Our foes, like us, would then on Sczp3o think Fe 
But to our Loves it would moſt grateful be, 
Did Lelixs farther treat of Amitic : 
Thy precepts on that ſabje& fain we'd hear, 
Nor can it but oblige a worthy ear. | 

Scev. What Fannxs moves thy Scevola has (aid; 
When no lefs earneſt thy Wifdom pray'd 
On Friendſhip's Sacred Text thy thoughts to know, 
To which Rome's Worthies fo muchrgreatne(s owe, 
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This 


This home-bred glory firſi oy mpire rais'd, 

Whoſe Faith no leſs than arms by foes was prais'd- 

i} Let. To what from Leliws kindly you require * 

| This time of leiſure, thihk not his detire 

/ | Can be averſe, or that your Loves could fiade 

'| Diſcourſe more welcome to a Friendly minde z 

| Though well I know what firength of thought *ewil take, 

| And what diſin&ions ſubtle Schoolmen make, 

1] Who innice-worded deeds their Fricnd(hips place , 

| Or with Pedantique Maxims it debale, 

1} What Paradoxes of -all kinds do we 

_ * | Obſerve in Grecks admir*d Philoſophy ? 

Our Duties:they with ſuch conteſt-do ſhow, 

That in their Ethicks Authors Wars we know 1 

' | This makes me Judge how vaivly man is favght, 

| Who Reaſon learns trom Canting Schools by rute, 

Forgetting knowledge is our Nature's light, _ 

For which with Syllogiſms theſe Gown-mea fight : 

Their differences tond Science did-increale, 

Which taught Religions to diſpute their peace , 

When humane-concord Faiths did ſoon invade 

Indulg'd to Prieſts, advanc'd their pious Trade : 

Not that we do good precepts uſcle(s read, 

As our frail manners, or our Faiths them need. 

Though I admire fax more that: Sacred life _— 

Ofunzaught Nature, when with Vice at 1irife » 

Or ſuch a Soul for precepts is toogreat, 

Which wilc ſimplicity had Roma ttate, 

With courage Fortune never could ſubdue 

But in extreams were ther molt happy too: 

Theſe without teaching Md their Faces controul ; 

Who kept more knowing Schools within their Soul, 

What ſhould I Regs/us or Camilly name, NY 
ith ſuch of ours whoie worth ſurpaſſcd fame ? 
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Their lovely eds their C irreys Love declar d, 
Whoſe vertnes by our foes were only fear'd:” 
N: 6: blick Cneat Rome's Ancients did contrive; 
Wi ory 1n the Cemmon-wealth would thrive ; h 
Th-y did not greatneſs in ſoft Veltments cloath, | 
But ail cftc&s contemn*d of pride and flozth © vs +» 
Thc Noblelt patterns ot beſt Friendſhips wete, 
Exch publick, private Amity their care; 1 
Thus Kome bad Members unfinifirous 'grekt ," 
Whib{t mean Intrigues ſelt-ended men create,” 
When to Cabal dctigns they cloſe embrate, at 
And in a Vizard wear aPpublick face : 

This ſhcvys what ſublime Erhicks do impreſs 

The Souls of :hote that pious Friendſhips bleſs ; 
Which in the Counſels of my Love you ask 

T9 be yaar vertues great and higheft task : 

No humane good deſerves a name like it, 

That docs adverſe and profperous Fortune fit, 
Whicli to accomplith Vd be underſtocd = 

T” adviſe you ptace your Friendſhips on the good ; 
We bett our felves do guiide as they dire, 

By which two Souls one common good cHteQ, 
Man's life has many rupged wayes to go, 

The ſmooth our paths ot Friendſhip chiefly ſhow : 
Nor necd I with the nicely learn'd debate 

W hat prudence is requir'd to this bla State, 

A ſubticty by them too fondly rais'd, 

Who goodnels by irs wifdom would have prais'd 5 
Though wile and god o ttrictly they agree, 
That *tis in man unpoffible to be : 

Fnough the prudenceot my Friend 1 know, 

If he my Duties in his own does ſhow. 

More-to diſpute than will our lives ſupply, 

Were like ſuch notions that in Schools maſt dye 


F in my Friend I coduclf {ke mo 
By him, -without the Learu'd I *m taught to Loves 
Rome's Diſcipline our Fathers vertue raught, 
Who out-drd Ethicks Greece had learn'd by xote : 
Such, who embelliſh worth by reaſon's Law, 2 
Want no profoundiefs which from Schools men draw. 
With our beſt powers, if vertue we purſue, | 
We for our felves at leaft maſt wiſely do : 
This innate prudence firft did than dire, 
His civil ryte and Friendſhip co cffet. _ 
When GitieFhyd Foundations of their power, 
Appcaſing Vice the Monlter did devour . 
All humane concord, fo much bleſs'd to be 
The firſt eff:&s of piotts Attity  — 
Without which, Mankinde Qill had Savage betn, 
And Reaſon's Lord a wilde deſtroyer een , 
Each man to than a warful Privatecr 
On Earth and Seas, where force could dominecr : 
Did reaſon not adapt his tnighty Soul | 
Fit for all Creatures ard his own Eontroul : ;. 
From this high ſtep our Natures did contra&. _ 
Man's N;ighbouring kindneſs , and that. ſtricter pat { 
His more Unitcd Love does Friend(hip name, 
Sacred to few, as it tafew firſt came ; 
What definition cat this ſubje& raile, 
So truly great, as it exceeds our praiſe ? : 
Of all man's Soul's divineſt gifts the height; . 
Rayes of that ſublime flame and Heavenly light, 
Which did the graces of hjs Love inſpire. - 
From whence Heroick Friend(hip kindl'd fire. 
Let others (ordid rictics, pleafures, make, 
Th Ignoblepaſtirue which their Squls do take, 
Mine never meantly ſhall my Soul develt , 
Orc think my reafon — can fealt x 

v1 


Which 


[10] 
Which moſt derotes the frail: :es of our life, 


Thovgh with our prudence ſhould be molt at ſiriſc. 


My ctiſtteſt gord in vertue ſhall conſiſt, 
And with my Friendſhip molt I'll Vice r6ſt.: 
This ſhall dirct.me, and 'ts worth preſerve 


A paih frotn'which great minds ſhould never ſwerve. 


L fe were Ig: le could we not rejoyce, 

Our Concor''$ in our Love's deſerving choice : 
What can ſo {w*c:ily our ſwift time convey , 
Or what ſuch wiſc and kinde returns can pay ? ? 
In pr: 'perou: things Friends equally are pe! d, 
And in adverſe by rhem our fatesare cas'd ; 

My Friends misfortune I more ſadly bear, 
Than for my felt my vertue can take care. 

On Elements which Nature kindly pives, 

All things ſubſitt as well as mankinde lives 3 
Yet not theſe bleſſings we more vulgar know 
Than Friendſhip does its Nobler uſes ſhow : 
From Childhood, Youth, its caution us directs. 
And has on old-Age no leſs wiſe eftcs. 

I'd ſooner live without the light or air, 
Thai of my comforts in a Friend deſpair : 


Let Riches, Honours, on their wings take flight, 


__ in fruitton Fool their appetite : 

My boſom tceds on pleaſures higheſt Feaſt, 
Whcn to my Friend my Soul's a worthy gueſt : 
Ot him, my minde a fill can never take; - 


All times and ſcaſons he does welcom make: ; 


His Love forbids my future good to fear, 


Or doubt my preſent, joyn'd with mine his care: - 


Whs tan'his life but happily maintain, 


Wheu ſich a prop its burthen does ſuſtain > Oy | 


His Breafi a Mirror is, in which I ſee 
A joynt reflexion of felicity ,; 


"- 
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[11 
Him abſcne, preſent, I al:ke Toke q 
Nay dead, his vertues ſtill ſurvive his ſight: 
Ia him the better part of me fubliſts, | 
My Soul, my Body moves, but Loves moſt his, 
This vertue ſhould man's beſt eſteem create; 
Which does to ſuch Tranſcendent dagds relate 
The force of Union here the world maintains, 
Where providence with ſuch high grandure raigas, 
Should 1t one cauſe of Concord diſunite , 
*Twou'd puzzle Heaven to (et its works at right ; 
To humane life Man's diſcord is a Curle, _ 
Which (than all beings) renders Mankind*s worle 3 
This, the world's reaſon knows both juit and true, 
Though 'tis man's crime and fate, (o bad to do. 
In words who will not worthy a&s commend, 
Or him that with-his peril ſerves his Friend ? 
But how unworthy are ſuch Ethicks made, 
If of their praQtice Reaſon is afraid ? 
Oreftes, Pylades, (ach Friendſhips make, 
As either ſought to dye for eithers fake 3 
This ficion' we on Theatres behold, 
A Noble Moral in high Language told ; 
VVhich to applaud, yet live leſs great and wile, 
Shews that our Fables do our lives deſpiſe 
Om guilty Nature bluſhing to confeſs 
It knows more good than we in deeds expreſs : 
Thus far my {ſpeech this Noble Theam has brought, 
And what remains from others may be ſought. 

Fan. Too ſoon a cloſe our Lelixs us affords 
Oa this high ſubje&, heightn'd by his words, 
Fit to prolong the fleeting hours of day , 
And raptures to our nightly ſleeps convey: 
The thred of thy diſcourſe yet more extend, 
Though it will length Rill want when it dv.scnd. 
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Scev. Well haſtthou F Tra] ſpoke great Lelzus worth, 
Thy Love provokes him farcher toſ-t forth, 
As once did when ſweetly paſs'd the day 
In Scipio's Gardens, whiltt with us did ſtay 
The accurate Philus, Ve argu'd too 3 
. Yet learn'd from Leffk what was fit to do 5 
VVho did ſo wiſely Juttice 'make his cauſe, 
That it might have been written with Rome $Laws. 
But on our Friendly ſubje& more to touch , 
And bncfiyto declare what I think ſuch , 
By it the moſt.agroting Love 1 mean, ' 
Or ſuch admits few turns to raile its Scene , 
Which conſtancy and Ji ftice mult defend , 
Who's various ſoon may fallly be cali'd Friend ; 
A wor:|:jnets of muinde my Love expects 
From lim 1 love, or he my Love negle*ts. 
Tel. Hard "twere my S$cevola in Fiicndſhips cauſe 
(VVhich of all humane has the kindeſt Laws) © * 
Te*enact (uch ſtrict Conformities of lite, 
VVhich with our Natures have too high a ſirite : : 
Vcrtue *tis true, we chiefly ſhould allow, 
And yct not Criticize upon it fo, 
That no allay ſhould paſs amongſt its gold , 
V Vhilft we our ſouls in Bodies do behold 
Compos'd of drofs , in which *twere vain to think 
Oar minds can pals Lifes- frands and nothing, fiok : 
Friendthip 1 F can't refift could I not trade © 
A well-delcrvrng, Love in human: kinde : 
Vertue:n us mu it this foundation lay , 
Our Friends would «le like bribcs theis Friendſhip Pay- 
As on this ſubjc&t oftcn I have thoug|! 'N 
This worthy queſtion by my Soul was brought ; 
Whether man's helpleſs life or want ſhould be | 
Sufficient ground tO Cnter Akuity z Ai 


Or 
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Or whether: giving and reccing prove 
The mucual endearments of his Love ? : 
; Which vertues near aſhnities cxprels , ©. Ns 
Though more the Beantics of itscaule confefs , - 
That trom our Nature's goodnels did ariſe, * 
Or trom above infpir'd the great and wile ,” 
V Vhoſe Souls Divinely did themſelves prepare © 
To fix ſuch Cancords before Friendfhips were , * 
VYhich, had I not a Friend, it's worth would fhow' 
How much heforehand, me, the world-does owe. 
Our Souls their own internal Love affien'd, 
But fcorn'd to be unto themſelves cophn'd : *- 64, + 
VVhich great inftina diffulive fon was made, ' *» © * 
V VhiPRmen did Traffick for their vertues Prade, wh 
Unburthen'd with the fraight- of meaner ends, 
V Vhich for defign or profit ſeek out Friends. + *--- 
In Friendſhip nothing tcign'd or falſe ſhould be "In 
A choice unmixt of man's felicity, 
Pure as we Souls in Bodies can fuppoſe, 
VVhen to their Vice alone declared Foes. 
How contra1y a courle the world does run , 
And few there are who are not firſt undone 
Before the vertue of their Fricnd they prove, 
Or his ingratitude does meet their Love. 
A Friend too dearly by his Friend is bought, 
That proudly gives reſpe&s, or would be ſought, 
Expecting for his good deeds to be pray'd : 
| VVho takes my Money is leſs meanly paid , 
Than ſuch a (ordid or unkinde return, 
A grief our Souls are moſt oblig'd to mourn : 
Their beſt eſtate of lite is then delitoy'd, 
VVhen Friendſhip fails, or meanly is enjoy'd. 
My Love l place not to advance my gain, 
But on a worth that may with mine remain 3 
G 4 


I 
In which conſiſts the WE". > of our choice, _ 
VVhen minds axe match'd that beſt themſelves reJoyces 
On vertues lovely-Ethicks man ſhoulg teatt 
Before his amity deſcrves a gucit : 
Her entertainment highly docs invite 
Our Souls the good of others to dclight 
For whole bright ſake we vertuous Friendſhips ſhow 3 
Nay prove its force toward iuch we do not know ; 
Who can great Curiws, Or Fabritins name, 
Though dead, and not rejcyce their living fame? 
As much proud»Tarquix's memory we hate, 
V Vith Caſſius, Melius, vicious in our State. 
Though Martial Pyrrbas did with Rome make VVar , 
Hug cls than Anribal we hated far, 
His vcztue did his Arms more friendly make : 
But how unworthy did Rome's honous take 
The cruelty of that great Punick foe , 
Our Citics laſting-Odinm well does ſhow 3 
1t we en' eftcCs of probitic contels, 
Oblig'd by Encmics its worth expreſs , 
How nuch a greater power docs goodneſs gain, 
VVhich more tamiliar we with friends maintain , 
And with our hours fuch benetits renew, 
As moſt cndear our Loves and Vertues too ? 
V Vhat's beneticial we ſhall ſurely inde, 
Though *twere a meannefſs by us tirft deſign?d ; 
10 fly unto our Friends when fatc us drives, 
Is I1kc a Pilot in a Port ſurvives, 
VViuch in a calm p-rhaps he ne's had ſought , 
'  Soin a {torm our Souls ſhould not be brought 
To tricr:dihip's harbour, to which we ſhould ſteer 
More to protect our goodn.f. than our fear. 
In our bct; lirengths our amitics ſhould mcet , 
Not in our tioward age, or youthtul heat 3 


But 
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But when we wiſely obligativns weigh 

Yet need them leſs than ready ſuch to pay. 

VVhat did my Scipio of his Lelixs want ? 

Nor did my Fortune more my Friendſhip ſcant : 

His vertue I delign'd my Loves high choice, 

And his as gratcfally did mine rejoyce. 

Large 1s th" extent of good that does accrew 

To tuch who wiſely Noble Loves purſue, 

Thcir profits ſure , yet enter'd for no gain , 

Nor arc thcy ours of whom we can complain 

That our concerns oblig'd us to requirc 

Such kinder deeds as they ſhould hiſt defire : 

Requeſt's a bribe good men ſhould feldom take , 

VVho would be ſought to, can his Friend forſake. 

The fruit and growth our vertue ſhould expect 

Is that our Friendſhip greater jt effec : 

How thca ſhould we contemn that giddy race 

VVho their unworthy Loves in pleafures place ? 

A motive we in ſenſua! creatures [ce, | 

V Vhich for ſuch brutal cnds askinde can be. 

No wonder then if we diflcnt from theſe, | 

Who more their Bodies than their Souls would pleaſe, 

Unworthy farther mention to obtain, 

But in a vile contempt of thought remain. 

Our more Etherial minds ſhould upwFd move, 

V Vhoſe center's here, but have their Sphear above , 

From whence benignly on usdodeſcend 

Thoſe divine comtorts betwixt Friend and Friend, 

In whom our Souls induſtriouſly delight, 

Their own fruition's in their appetite, 

Unwearicd to enjoy, as to improve, 

That Friends may merit equally and Love: 

This only ſhould their worths contention be, 
And belt denotes, and profits Amitic. 


VVhil't 
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VVhiPſt ſuch, ſelf-ended-Friend(hips do contract 
Iraply diſunioo as they make their pact : | 


. VVorldly. xeſpe& mean humane Nature j joys, 


And ſoon,as meanly,diflolution finds. | 
Man's Friendſhips Sacred are that {till remain 
Link'd to our Souls with their divincſt Chain : 
Thu tar,its hight and xize | do declare, - 
unleſs you'd more cnlarg'd tris lubjed hear, 
Scev. Tao lvon would Lelires ceaſe what's well argu, 
Rather believe thy race of words Hoes run 
Leſs {witt than does our ear receive delight, 
Nor tieve we yet from thee blu diſtant fight 
Of that. fair Gole, to which ovr Loye ſhould haſte 
VVhen on its nobleſi wings it flycs molt fail. 
Fan. VVith Scevols's requeſt does Farnus joyn, 
As our aftc&ions we to thee "_ 


L, 


Tbe Exd of tbe firſt Part. 
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Ark then, you Excellent, as I ſet forth. 
M The ſage diſcuſſion which Scipio's worth - 
Did with his Telius on this Subject raiſe, 
For which I more his noble Friendſhip praiſe. 
Though nothing has mans Echicks {o perplext, 


As knowledge joyn'd with practice of this Text. 
When amicably good our Manners be, 


We after life rejoyce their ores" : 

But how nao our Friendſhips fall, 

If before death we fee their Funcral ! i 

Nor ſmall's the task mans vertues take, 
When in the various change of things they make 
Their Amities as conſtant as their lite, 

Prelerv'd from diſcord, or injurious firife. 

This ſenſe my Scipio wilcly did declare, 

Who leaſt of men had cauſe his worth to fear : 
He in his own great ſoul did grieve to finde 
Moft to their Vertues leſs than Intereſt kinds, 
How few expedients of mans life comply, 

That don't perplex, or thwart his 

In publike cares the good ſometimes Aint, 
Which makes the evil worſe they would prevent. 
Adverſities mans triendſhips diſunite, 

Or as we grow 1n years unpair its t; 

Mixt with our Childhoods nedeaae, pet crime, 
And more obnoxious to our youthful time : 
The Gown of Manhood nol no ſooner take, 
But they their friends befoxe theis Youth forlake, 
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To Luxury man's nature's LID kinde, 

And for its ſake our ſouls are oft disjoyn'd. 
Honour-and-Richcs ſtrongly have their cauſe, 
The high uſurpers on our friendly laws : 
For theſe, unto our Forums moſt will croud, 
_ And ftrive in Eloquence to be moſt loud. 
How truly Wor!dlings for their money grieve, 
That not a tear tor vertues ſake will give !- 
Moſt cau lament a Fricnd or Father's loſs, 
Compelling drops ill nature ſeem to crofs : 
But it concerns of profit thoſe obtain, 
All may conclude that ſuch no ſorrow feign. 
What Plague (9 deſperately mans fou} infeQs, 
As that we finde his.covetous vice effects? 
For this he forfcits Honour, life of Fame 3 
Deficoying Goodnels, to enrich his Name. 

Hz Fricndſhip cheaper than his Grain can ell, 
Whoſ: Coyn th'imprefſion of his Love does tell. 
The Beſt, eoncerns of Honuur do admit, 

As glory to their Vertue and their Wit : 
Though Paſſions here ſometimes their loves divide, 
Swelling thoſe graces with ambitious pride ; 
Difſentings from a friend ſuch juſtly finde, 
That feck to byaſs his diſcreeter minde. 

Who asks what 15 not fit of me to have, 

More juftly my Diſlike than Love does crave : 
Whilſt ſome Caſſilt their Vice will friends deſire, 
Yet think amiſs when Vertue bids retire 
From aiding of (ach Crimes they would commit, 
' As molt their Friends before their Vice will quit. 
The ſceming- good the beſt pretences tinde, 

And to oblige their ends-as outward-kinde 3 
And thas the -inward foul of Vice conceal, 
Till deeds the evil of their hearts reveal. 
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worthleſs love who walls rot but negleQ, 
Jſince *ris to vertue but our juſt reſpeR ? 


zh many ways on mankinde Fate ampends, 


I molt appears in diſuniting friends. 
.|$o ill proportion'd'is our humane life, 
That vertuous- men with bad: muſt live at firife; / 
-|The juſt extentof. Friendſhip we ſhould weigh, * 


Our Countries love we chictly malt preſerve, 

ſing ſuch who from it i} deſerve... 
Could Coriolanw juſily friends invite 
T*affiſt his Arms againſt our State did fight ? 
Who can be worthy of a Komane name, 
That on its Ruine would exalt his fame ? 
Who Becellinus Tyranny would aid, 
So vilely did his Monarch-friend invade: 
Or Spurins Melius baſe delignes afliſt, _ 
Orthe more ditigerous Gracehz not rf t, 
Whoſe factious Greatneſs ſet Rome?s hearts on fire 3 
A Fever by which Empires oft expire, 
When pop'lar men their tizrce Scditions move, 
And their Ambition cheats the Peoples love 3 
Though all Rome's worthy triends did firfi forſake 
Th*unworthy Cauſe and Party theſe did take. 
But how 1gnobly Bloſſizs had comply'd, 
When before me and Conſuls undeny*d 
js fre fri tendſhip,to ſeditious Gracchus Cauſe, 


Which, though his death did expiate his end, 
Declares him not worſe Citizen than friend. 
Thus no excuſe our Amities can give, 

If we Ill men for love of others live. 

In every aC that Vertue we forſake, 

The moral good of men a foe we make. 


[Left we beyond. its bounds our ſelves convey. +/+: 


And was that Roman's triend to break Rome's Laws3 


Wahat- 


- 20 
Whate*r we ask, or wi ®M 4 friend; 
Muſt not to vitious ſelf-refpeRs extend. 
What made Komie's Conſulate fo wilcly great, 
With all the Magiſtrates of Romane State; 
But that they uſe of Vertue underftood, | 
And neves fought or ask'd but what was good 7 
From whence our vigorous State took noble life, 
And was with Vice morxe than with Foes at firife, 


The end of the Second Part. 
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The third and laſt PAs. 
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Irft to confirm fuch Laws our Friendſhips binde 

Our Amities ſhould firiQly be delign'd 5 
Free from Compliments with unworthy deeds, 
Left in our Souls ſhoot up injurious weeds, 
Aud choke thoſe flowers of Vertue, mans delight 
Should be to cultivate, and make more bright ; 
Whilſt nothing for our Friends but good we do, 
And for its intereſt onely to them ſue, 
Secur'd in what we ask without delay, 
As our deſires one equal po a 
Thus mingling ſoals,*'we mutual Jove endfear, 
And nothing great or wife without our care: * ' 
Who will deny their a&ionsjrrft controul, 2. 
Advis'd by friends to whbm we joyn our foul? - 
True reprehenfions we from fuch muſt hear; © 
And whax their loves require, ſabmiſſtivebear; © 
To our Friends eyes/our brefis tran{parent be, 
And better than our ſelves, our (clves they ſee 4 
The fureft PHots to dirc& onr courſe 
Againſt the raging world's impetuous foree: 
No ſmooth-fac'd flatterics from them we finde, 
The Syrens which enſnarc frail Humane-kinde 5 
But Truth upmask'd, as it may uſcful prove 
T*aſliſt our Vertues, and -mcreaſe onr Love. 
Some whom the Greaans would for Wiſdom praile, 
As on this Thearn they ſubti] nations raile 
Require mans Amities ſhould not be ſuch, 
That he may feel their burden being much. 
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Wherefore to few they goodnels would extend, 
Leſt ro themſelves they are too little friend. 
Self-loves ſecurity, and-meaner. good, 

Have in their Ethicks well been underſtood : 

Who judge it too much in our life's eſtate, 

To ſattcx with our own, anothers fate. 

Others more meanly (as we touch*d before) . 

For love unto themſe]ves, would Love implore, 

And in their hands the ſtaft of Friendſhip take, 

Leſs for their friends ſupport than theirs when weak. 
Who thus infirmly would mans Ethicks raiſe, 

May womans Weakneſs joyn unto its praiſe. 

The weak and wretched juſtly aid require, 

From whence diffuſive good is mans deſire 3 _ 

The Sunſhine of whole ſoul in Love is plac'd, - 

(As by thag Orb of light the world is grac'd ) 

When no defe&ts of Charity appear, | 

Or interpoſing of our carthily. care 3 

The ſpreading rays of Vertue.do obſcure, _ , , 

Or yeeld no.comfort which ſhould others cure. 

This Conſijtution to my foul I'd, ask, 

To make the love of others ſtill its task. 

No lefs I grieve mans vice, than I rejoyce | 

The life ot Vertue when 'tis made his choices, ,. 
Such Paſſion none in prudence can deny, . , .,-, --, 
It being th*cffect of wiſe Hymanny.', | 4 
The ornaments of love we {oon deſiroy, 
Should it partake no tricndly grief or joy .. , } ..... 


Which, man would meanly lken.co a b« &, _.._ 


Or the dull Flint that hides lame an its brett. .., 
Wherefore we jultly rigid Stoicks blame, ;-.:.., 
Who give unto hard-hearted vertue Fame, - ..,. . 
And with Heroique pride (o fill the-minde, .. ,,... 
\ That Vertue mutt not help from Paſſion finde ; 
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Whilſt man to tnan might This unuſeful be, 
And all his Ethicks but vain Theory. 
Our Souls with pradctis'd good delizhted are, 
Be it Suprearn we need not paſſion {car : 


| Our Naturcs ſomething muſt our Souls relent, 


And not continue vertue uſeleſs bent , 

Which ſhould ſo tractable and feeling move, 

That it muſt fix concerhs with thoſe we love. 

Who wants that ſenſe;takes Friendſhip from his life, 
And has with vettue more than paſlion itrifc : 

That does man's amity contra, and raiſe 


| Thoſe graces highet which his Love do praiſe. 


What's ſo abſard,as vainly to admire 

That empty greatneſs to which men aſpire ? 

Or that the Body's nearly trim'd and dreſt , 

Or under Stately Roots it feed and ret? 

Whilſt the Souls decency they moſt negle&, 
And no one aQ that's comely good effect. 
Such minds the worth of Fricndſhip cannot weigh , 
Norits-returns, or juſt reccipts will pay: 
Though mot it does all humane-bliſs compleat, 
When in obliging others we are great. 

What more Duvinely can our-Souls embrace, 
Or what's (6 like to Heavens ſublimer grace ? 
Which adds unto ſuch wants wecan'e (upply, 
Or in aſlifting of our good does lye : * 

This conclude all vertuous will approve, 
Whoſe upright. manness belt allure their Love : 
Whil& thus oblig'd', the wiſe and good (clcdt 
Such objects that like goodneſs molt Met ;, * 
VVhich Nature teaches from her juſt deſire , 
And vertue does for greater fttength require : 
Wherefore my Scievo/aand Fant kngw, 


''Thagto humanity this debt we owe, 
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The Fountzin whence thole fticams of Friendſhip break, 


Nor mutt men judge that they their gooducis make - 
Too vulgar , it too many it enlarge , 
Which plac'd on few,wou'd fecm like Niggiard charge. : 
The vcrtue of their Souls moſt great, men ce, 
When publick good ſpeaks its utility, , 
Which it our charity does not partake, | 
We love not a5 inde, but for Intereſt ſake ; IC 
This cuts the kuot which vertuous Friendſhips hold, 5 
Renc'ring man's Love ſlave to him(clt and hutry Þ 
No Intereſt I dc)igiit my Fricnd can give 7 
g So much, as 1 rcjoyce his Friend 1 hve : * 
And who'd ſo meanly worldly things poſlels, y 
As not to merit Love, or Love expreſs? F 
Tis ſuits a Tyrant's falſe miſtrufiful fate, by 
Who from the good does moſt ſuſpet his tate ; 4 
No place for Friendſhip is within his breaſt , hb, 
Whoſe Love with' thought of. his vile guilt*s oppreſt ; % 
And trom the caule he others gives of tear, 
Does make their juſt atteCtion his deſpair : 


Which ſhews that nothing ſhould our Loves unite, 
But as good Laws and Manners joyn their right. 
Time-(crving Frieud{hip's ctherwiſe we know, 
Wi:iP{tall we can to their obligements owe 

Is, that occaſions to our worths they give , 
Though ſuch torgettul, or ingratcful live. 

Forcune though deity'd3is figur'd blinde, _ 
And molt Inte&ts their fight to whom ſhe's kinde3 
Who being clated with ſucceſsful pride , 
Think (th' infipid happy) none deride. 

How ſoon good manners do moſt men lay by, 
As they encrcaſe in Wealth or Dignity ? 

And with a proſperous guilt old Friends decline, 
Selcting new tor every new delign ; 


| = _ 
Though ſuch as world!y 3 como delight, 
To power or Fortune oft refiz,n theis right. 
Whilſt worthy Fricndſhips nothing can remit, 
Or chili their vigour with that Ague-tit 
Which man's in{tzvle temper does embrace, 
That in D:iczfc of vertue good does places 
Can any {ci a barbarons life enjoy, 
And it rcjoyce, though Frienditip it deftroy 5 
Or live lite defertcd by . his Friends, 
Rather than h('ll negiect unworthy ends ? 
Nor muſt our Loves that mear proportion (hew, 
Which Jogs no more thay we'd b< done unto ; 
Vertuc delights in good molt unconhin'd, 
And leſs 1s to it fe than others kinde : 
From which impulſe, the good fuch means embrace, 
As they'd decline to ute in their own caſe : 
Vertue ſome rigour willingly layes by, 
Toraife more comcly our hutnanity. 

<1] I remeber what great Scipio fpake 

ainſt ſuch whoſe Souls one <qual balance mate 
'or Love and hatrcd, as it vertues powers 
Were not above the ſtrength of viccs ours : 

ich whoſe high fenſe ſo far 1] mine compleat, 
is whom I once do love 111 never hate: 

ertue would elfe her felf too meanly fpite, 
tor our paſllions ſhe declin'd her right. 

hat man to Friendſhip wiſely can be brought, 

PVhilR bad miftruſted wounds his juftes thought? 
The good and prudent well their choice forelce, 
od on like worth will plage their amity 3 
t weak and vicious when they Friendſhips clofe 
don by their own defects are turn'd to toes. 
Pnce more unto my-3#io to'retyrn, 

hole Noble Soutas worthily did mourn, 
"OT H 2 
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Obſerving how men yertue did defpiſe , - * ft 


And their mean intereſts before Friendſhips prize : 
V Vith how much diligence accounts {uch kecp /. 
Ot Herds they paſture, or their Flocks of Sheep! 
Yet of their Friends fo ſma!] a number give, 
As if for men they did not uſcful hve : | 
*Mong|t whom *tis rare a generous Love to finde, 
The Phonix moſt admir'd of humane-kinde, 
V Vhich man's frail temper ſeldom does effect, 
V Vhibſt to be good and wile the moſt negleR. 
1: many ou th' account of ſordid gain 
Their Friendſhips and their Piety can ſtain 3 
How much a greater part are drawn aſide » 
With the vain baics of Luxury and Pride ? 
Which their Calamities oft greater make 
Tian thoſe difireſles ſuch in Friends forſake. 
A Fricnds affetion none can certain finde, 
But in that change where Fortunes molt unkinde ; 
In proſperous things moſt lay their Friendſhips by, 
And with adverſe more rarely will comply z 
Both which conditions of our humane lite 
VVith vertue and our (clves are molt at firite ; 
VVhoconſtant to his Fricnd in either is, 
Has in hitn:{e)f the b:{t of humanc blils, 
And like to Heavenin ample goodncts moves, 
Not nindred by the fate of thoſe it loves. 
Our Friends oblige 6ur Souls and Bodies trult , 


Which {hews how great s our guilt when prov'd ynjuſts 


Man's Faith and Love his yercue molt rehne 3 
The brightct Gems in which our Souls can ſhine. 
Gentle aud eaſic in a Friend I praiſe 
With ſug | 
To all YM-glorious or of troward (enle, 

Leaſt defire my Friendſhips to diſpenſe, _ 
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lain manners Love does ſmooth]y raiſe: -- 
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Nature has men agreeable dctign'd, 

Whole Faith and Vettue ſtil] continue kinde. 

A conliant goodnels to it felte's a grace , 

And is the Throne on which my Love I'd place. 
What's leſs b:coming of a Friendly Ear, 

Than if it credit what it ſhovid not hear ? 

Or who'd delight in accuſations brought , 

Much leſs accuſe that would a Friend be chought ? 
Such may in front appear Serene and Jult , 

Though he's no Friend that can his Friend diſtruſt ; 
Doubt is unworthy of a Noble minde 


| The weak and faithle(s change | in humane-kinde. 


Nor to my Soul a queſtion it can be 

(Did both require an equal amity) 

Whether in Youth or Years, m my Friends T'de take 3 
No more my reaſon ſuits, than that we make 

The Horſe or Camel do our ſeryice young, 

Whil't E1i-ndfhip by long uſage grows more ſtrong, 
Do we'not ſee how Cuſtome gives ſome right 
Tothings we ule, and adds to their delight ? 

Who long has known a mountain-ſeat may tinde 
As much content , as when from Sun'and Winde 


| Another makes the ſhade and woods his choice, 


Yet in their us'd abodes alike rcjoycc, 


] Many the graces are our Souls rcquire 
1 To ft that union which our Loves detire : 


Superior place of birth a Friend may claim, 


| But in affe&ion mult have equal name. 


4 Ofall our Roman Worthies,none are known 


atu 


That would precedency in Friendthip owa : 
Man's vertue ſhould like Paralle!s comply, 
Whole juſt extent in one broad line does lye. 


{ Though ag'd before the youthful he*il embrace, 
.That with graye knowledge will his Fric ad(hip grace : 
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To Age our wiſe fore-fsthers wou!d ſubmit, 

V hici, did their youth for War and Councel fit. 
Wher: we alic&t, in deeds w. mit it ſhow, 


"The hc2rts untilPo, wh-n barren Love 0s grow 3 


Man's goodnefs :. :: good of ofF-r + as 
Www lives unto himfc! z42y gracd, 
My 0G uy FortureVll impart 
Ny Cl V4 nave oblig d my heart. 
Ib” 2reat to cancer Friends {upport ſhould give} 
He lives divincly for man's ajd does live. 

Y11tly d1d Poets 10 their Fables lay 
Obliging deeds great men to meaner pay, 
In which wc Kings and Hero's cften tinde 
Freſerv'd by Ruralls, that of humane-kinde 
None ſhould abave ſich obiigations live 

The =Cortag: ſomctimes toa Court can givce 
Man's gocducfs has moſt Uuiverial right, 

The n..:.0 ard great. ſt £ qua] but one height : 
| Superiours ſpeak themſelves waovic good deſcends, 
He's to no parpole high,that notFirg bends ; 

As much Inicriors by heir virtue ril:; 3 

Ard who is greet, that can tixcir worth deſpite ? 
2Patur; in m.a ber own d- 10ES Uc; CS Tattc , 
B9i:.C vINtC fhiry $ UDC | 36 hs, - 
ASV:-1tt. Gus 2GVGGer 03.7 d:gnmity 3 
Nor mui 3: mg orb eumni. ruy to hn 
Fortune ean!% 1. ro thericives 1+ YM 
Than unto Guch 'n voth Hovetlicem PL 
Bu judee their Erindibics arc mn th 1b gracd: 
Trough a! Logratiuids I :1avc Cftiu, 2.1, 


WW Pride tas fwell'd, or inade the ts rt ' Un;0aRds 


How quint nay We hear kucnm 1 rc 
Ic wort 90: <Wers, or meznly elle Yepeat 


Bas by oY wes - d'c 15 Fortune 9:VES th- woitalels praiſe. | 
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Some Friendly a& of theirs dry it advance, 
As if 'twere meant them !e's by £23 1c. an chant?; 
Ot all men ods thoſ- I ho! d '9 bs, 

Go on t.cr Love mat co...” ' dignity : 
B.f:iv he 3:5 his ooug? tions welg's, 
Tot tor them vids his zricnd tage care to pay. 
N:: vai by th? ooliger {howsd bz. (ct 1 
He meanly takes, that can oblig, d forget. 
Such juitly may thcir own nc: gletts believe, 
Who to themſelves too great a incrit give: _ 
Oc elfe docs only h2ppen unto thoſe 
Whoſe manners they fulpect will raiſe them foes: 
Though mcn opinion'd thus themicly:s neglect, 
A vcrtuous Friendſhip fuccors that deicct : 
Their utmott merit Love will (oon allow, 
And no Is aids th: worih it docs avow. 
" Yet our aff &;ons mult their I1mits fee , 
Whoſe great and Noble cannot there tore | ve 
Oblig'd his Frien1 (h3)l equally Paltake 
Thiags, which reſpc& and Nature diffrent make; 
No more than one beloved ct a Ring 
Should look that it to him a Crown world bring. 
V Ve mutt not more oblig\4 cur iclves delire,- 
Than what our juſt capacities r.q dire; ” 
The prudent will their value due! ety w.igh, 
Who knows his price his worthi4n vart docs pay. 
Self: love's a Crin;e which in our y0U15 we fhude., 
And forcctims Fri.nd{hip's too 1ndu!gent- ktad-, 
V Vhen it imp dis {uch de ds men thoutd pi ine, 
And to t!:ir {uletics norte than AOBOUE (rite 
This in the Vout well we may cilcern , 
Where Lycomedes Love would fo conccrn 
Neoptolemus, who Tray with dangers fought, 
N. glecting Einducls te to0 cender thought. 
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Ducly he weighs himſclf IE; Friend, who moves 
For tuch refpect their vertue more improves : 
Nolefs what's fit to ask we ſhould conceive 
Than what becomes a givers worth to give. 
Juitly we can't with their defires comply, 

Whoſe want of merit bids us to deny z 

And is that fate our amities produce, 

W hen vertue's diſproportion'd for their uſe. 

The belt of cautions men their Souls can pic, 

{5 not too ſoon their Friend(hips to believe 3 
Leſt our aftections meanly we beſtow, 

Or place our Love vohere vertue is a foc. 

Such totndear, we wiſcly ſhould (elect, 

Whoſe: juſt defert docs hrſt their choice eftect : 
He rather violates man's friendly Lawes, 

That doesettcem without a vertugus cauſe. 

Our Charity toall we mult allow, 

hilf; Friznd to all would vicicus Friendſhip ſhow ;” 

Y.. worids 1]l'manners he uſt needs enibracc, 
That his e{icem docs univerſal place. 

So few have merit,that we muſt not hope 

To give our amitics too Jarge a ſcope : 
The mean of men are mans Tgnodle foes, . 

And all ſuch Fricndſhips ſordid Interctis cloſe 2 : 

' No more of humane good in them we tinde, 
Than what app-cars unto thum{clves mott kinde 3 ; 
Thelc tof thar benchts the richult uſe, 

Asit (lik c tartelt bcalts) they mcn might chute. 
Such mo. Ives only can our hearts unite  * 
That hav: unto onr Souls ovligirg right : 

X1cn Love thethfcfves without detign or enJ, 
 Nolcls 10.1d our 're{pctts cndear a Fricnd 3 
Which it nat mutually transfcr'd, multi be 
D.itz1'Q .or cnds.of worthicls amities 
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True Friendſhig:\uch I Joyiis,: 


As it in two one Moral worth defines: 
A Friend unto a Friend's not leſs the ſame, 
Than if both Souls i into one Body came. . 
"Tis Nature's partial cage in Man: ang Beaſt, 
That both too ſenſually themſelvesloye beſt 3 
Yet man no Creature does.ſo-brutiſh tinde, 
Whoſe ſenſe does not infiru@ it to be kinde 3 
So far the meaneſt Animals agreez 
Nay more, invite their like to Amitie, 
If this appear in Creatyzes rul'd by ſenſe , 
How much ſhould reator for man's good —_— 
Leſt it to which his brutal-vaſſals bow , - 
Him Tyrant to himſelf and them does ſhow. 
Oar humane bcing has the chiefeſ} grace 
Where Friend thip* s fair Societies we place : 
Nor had man's vertuee'r ſuch greatneſs ſhown, 
If good men had enjoy'd theif worth alune. 
A tolitary vertue few defite 
That would not ulcleſsly themſelves admire. 
Our Ethicks then attain their Noble height, 
V Vhen togux ſelves and others they have right : 
V Vhich blel(s'd eftate man chiefly does poſſeſs, 
As his Socictics his Love-exprefs 3  * 
In this we honeſt glory, pleaſure finde , 
And what Crownsall, tranquillity of minde. 
V Vho ever was ſo Impious to deny 
That Friendſhip gives to manfelicity ? 
In other things we reaſon may diſpute 3 
In this, the moſi I1|-natur'd ſenſe is mute : 
That cven all ſuch who vertue moſt contemn, 
The uſctul good of Fricndſhip will eſteem. 
Such men whoſe manners were (o ttridly wile, 


Ie they could honour, plcaſures, wealth dſpiCs, 


: 
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| Yet no ſuch Cynick IR we finde, 
That did reject the Love of all mankinde : 
The good and bad in this alone confpire, 
Since Vice does make this vertue its defirc. | 
There's few il]-natugd vicious that affect 
Their manners ſhould oblige their own neg!e& 3 
Or that their pradtis'd evi) would allow, 

Did none to jt ve them-a kindieſy ſhow : 

Which tells men woutd in all ettates receive 
Aifte&ion, to their lives a [ite does give. 

If any ſo M-vole and Curit appear , 

That they tor man's conveti: do little ere x 

Or to ſome Solitude with: hate tet x74 | 

Yet in that bicterneis they'd ſuub ci tit 

$ime one to whom they might their it exye'(s, 
And wore rejoyes the evit they contets . 
'T:'; wo: mM meu their Hike wil: kiion'y thow z. 

V: 10 has ac Friends joe! ** humlelt a (ow. 

It man on & :rti {o napp. - were ph:e'd, 

Fhat he a till of al] qo_ embziacd 

And on'y man's converte deny'd ehim, 

VVho hives ſa had would this a pleafur- deem : 
Nay more, could one above the Stars afcend, 

And were (o ble{'d bclides to comprehend | 
The brighteſt glozies Heaven and Nature know 3 
Yet even alk this unpleaſant blifs would fhow, 
VVithout he could it tg ſome breaſt imparr., 
| Kinde to partike the wonders of his heart. 
No bicfling rcaſot will.4 oive to be 
Depriv'd of Man's converts end amity : 
Theſe, for our help and comfort ſhe-rcquires, 

And do no leſs obl:ge ous juti defires. 
So many wayes Þy Nature man is taught 

How vctues plcating good ſhould win his thought, | 
F;þ | That 
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That to themſelves they LR live, 
Who from thcir Out-law'd Vice-commands receive, 
Nor can men Frizndſhip ſo tecure exprels, 
As noching ſhall impede 1ts happineſs: 
C..me mi{-cciiceptions we may well pals by, 
Mc. to acvanc? our own fidelity. 
W -cre 3 20monih, it thall be my care 
Mt «© fad his Love I bid beware. 
My I & 01045 Friend neat Terence has obferv'd 
That fla t:1y mure Friends than truth preſerv'd : 
Truth &.,cs the vicious grieve, becauſe their ſhame, 
Whil'& wile aid good improve by taking blame. 
Such more unto tlitir Vice than Fricuds are kinde, 
That of their Crimes would not be put in minde ; 
He 15a worthieſs Friend whoſe Love is loſt 
In taving bf his evil manners croli 4 
Who's ſo offended to himſfelt *s unjuſt, 
And roines Fricad{hip to'preſerve his Luft. 
Who has a wiſhof good unwilling (ces 
How men Indulge their intclicities-; 
It ſuch we flatter, we ſmooth Vices way, 
V Vhich ſlides more taſt, it not oblig'd to lays 
Bulow a, Friend, or Frce-mans-Soulhe lives, 
That ner her counlſc!s truth, or truth receives 2 
Where truth ditialtcs, or is retus'd an ear, 
There vertues fitcty wemay juſtly fear. 
WileCato this dilcern'd, whole prudence cheſe 
Rather to merit the mcitbitrer foes, 
Than Fricnds that footh the faihngs of man's life, 
Or would not with his Vices be at rife ; 
From {uch we truth are vever furetoiknow., 
WhiP{t malice or rcv:nge do oft-it ſhow. 
W ho di{approves the Cumes, his Soul do wrorg, 


Wi:l joy to hear chem trom a gandid Tongue, 
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There's no concern ſhould men more cautious make, 


Than not for Friend a flatterex to takc. 

Trath*s Copy 'in no paint of ſenſe is known, 

| Whole grace, fimplicity beſt ſhows alone. 

How unbecoming Eloquence does ſhow, 
Which pop'lar men on flattcry beſtow : 

How loath'd are ſuch,when we compare their ends 
Wiih our upright and graver Roman Friends ? 
In Scenes of Fiction, that which ſeems to bring 
The truth to light, we hold the higheſt thing : 
What-then is worthy Frichdfhip*s juſt eſteem, 
Which in all a&ions falſhodd does condemn ? 
An open heart aff=Ction does declare , 

Which ruth diſcovers withbut ſearch or care : 
Men fruitleſs Love, and are belov'd in vain, | 
Naleſs their Souls improvement thence do gain, 
A Sycephant on him does mott prevail, 

Whoſe heart reſembles his that does aſſail ; ; 
WhiP& ſuch to Paraſites betray their car, 


That (psth themſelves, or love their praiſe to hear. 


Vertue her («lf (o wiſely underſtands, 

That all vain-glory has her countermands, 

The ſeeming: good their vertue moſt do cheat, 
And by diflembling Vice make it more great : 

| Such in their teign'd repute will take delight, 
Whoſe manners nnto goodneſs have leaft' right : 
”- With thefe ſmail concord worthy men cn hold, 
Whoſe Tongues to blemiſh fa}ſhood muſt be bod. 
It one of two obliging truth neglects , 

The other ſooths ſuch lycs the brit aftects. 

Can any judge'their hearts are friendly joyn'd, 
When both to truth and vertue are unkind ? 
An airy Monſter puft up thought is made, 

That vainly oyns{irhr worthit never had s. 


Or 
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Or (lupid guilt which flatter'd: Souls does blinde; : 
Who joy what in themlclves they cannottinde : / 
Though Reaſon's tight is ſeldom not fo keen, 7? 
That by it open flatt*ry *s unſeen :; 

The occult and (ubtle,men ſhould moſt beware, :. _ * 
Which $erpent-like glide wilely to the car : f 
'Gainli ſuch ovr Prudence highly (ſhould: oppolſe3 
Who are hat.{ceming Friends, are worlt of. foes. 
Some I have knoww that would difcullions raile, 
Appearing to decline:their {weetn'd praiſe, 

Until they greater blandiſhments-invite, 

And give up rea{on:to their fond delight: | 

Theſe trop untutor'd'ſenſe receive athock, 

As all vain-glaxious Wit it felt does mock. -. . 

But paſs we theſe imperfect deeds of men;, .. 

To tiniſh this liigh, Theam , which Twly's Pen 
Gives to the world, amongſt that uſctul ſtore 

Of matchleſys Eloquence:rhe writ before : 

By whom, thus Lelixs his diſcourſe now ends; 
Know Scezola aud Fqaxny much loy'd Friends, 

That vertuous Friendſhip does fuch worth declare 
As it's relapſe or fall we cannot fear, _ 

In whoſe ttability our Souls ftinde reſt , 

Though with our paſſions or deep care oppreſt ; 

A ſpicndent Love that does convey ſuch beams 

As kindlc in mens hearts their mutual flames 3 

The higheſt good that worthy-minds can chulc, 

W hil*tt bad-mens manners only it abuſe. 

Who loves without ends, loves his Friend indecd 3 
He's meanly kinde, that's kinde for his own 11ced. 
Vertue does her effects enough dilate, 

Where good*s the cauſe, men need not good intreat 3 
The wiſe and vertuous cannot mils their ends; 
Who prove men worthy exe they call 'em Friends. 
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- _ - Similicude our appetifes rejoyce , | 
 Noleſs becomes the prudence of man's choice3- 
His like in age and manners to d:ligat, - 

What ſuiteth youth, in old app-arcth lighe. 
Life's frailty does this juſt ſupport xequire, 

That good-men's aid and Love we ſhould deſire: 
The worth of Friendſhip latts when life do:s end , — + 
And ſo great Sapio dy'd, and lives my Friend ; 

In Life and Death his vertue is the ſame, 
Conſpicuous to polterity and fame : 

No great and noble deeds can man atchieve, 

But may a pattern (cem whuch his did give. 

Mens worthy ads by death have their increaſe, 
Fame moſt unenvy'd lives at Life's deceafe. 


Thus I my Age'ind Memory employ, 
To make my dad aid tiving Friends my Joy ; 


Let your Loves ulſb do the ſame with mine, 
And to your Friendſhips firiciy vertue joyn 3 
Without which no good att deſerves elicem , 
As its obliging thoughe ſhall clofe this Theam. 
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